
USGA rules address environmentally sensitive areas 
FAR HILLS, N.J. — A new 

Local Rule designed to address 
the growing number of environ-
mentally sensitive areas on golf 
courses heads changes that will 
debut in the 1996 Rules of Golf, 
which took effect Jan. 1. Envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas can 
only be designated by an appro-
priate authority, typically a gov-
ernment agency, and a player is 
prohibited from entering them. 

"It was necessary to find a way 
for players to be able to continue 
to play the game when an envi-
ronmentally sensitive area af-

fected their play," said Trey Hol-
land, USGA Rules of Golf Com-
mittee chairman, of Zionsville, 
Ind. "This Local Rule accom-
plishes that. We want the Rules 
of Golf to reflect that golf courses 
and nature reserves can be 
blended together. And they can." 

In another change, the USGA 
and the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club of St. Andrews, in Scotland, 
who jointly oversee the Rules of 
Golf, moved to strengthen their 
position against slow play by ex-
panding Rule 6-7. 

A committee may establish 

pace-of-play guidelines and add a 
single-stroke penalty as a first of-
fense option for slow play in stroke 
play. Subsequent penalties would 
continue to be a two-stroke penalty 
and, ultimately, disqualification. 

"We are responding to the is-
sue of slow play by giving a com-
mittee more flexibility in assess-
ing penalties for slow play," said 
Holland. 

These and other amendments 
were made after four years of 
study and recent discussion at 
the quadrennial Rules confer-
ence in April in England. 

Ga, links open despite wetland damage 
HOLLY SPRINGS, Ga. — 

The Bradshaw Farm 
development's new champi-
onship-style, 18~hole golf 
course opened in November 
after damage to a federally-
protected creek stopped con-
struction earlier in the fall. 

The course, which takes 
up 184 of the development's 
616 acres, opened in late 
November. A wetlands viola-
tion was discovered by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers in late August. The 
Corps found appropriate ero-
sion and sediment controls 
were lacking in certain areas. 

Developer B.F. of Cherokee 
LP. voluntarily stopped work 
before a cease and desist or-
der was issued and submitted 
a planting plan for vegetation 
near Avery Creek to prevent 
erosion. Fines for Clean Water 
Act violations can run from 
$10,000 to $50,000 per day, but 
no fines were issued.. 

Good news travels fast. 
Especially when it comes from 
internationally recognized 
professionals. 

That's why demanding super-
intendents worldwide are using 
and endorsing the creeping 
bentgrasses ^Providence (SR 
1019), SR 1020, and Dominant™ 
(a blend of the two). 

Of course, that doesn't come 
as any surprise to us. Because 
we've spent the past several years 
developing and testing our 
cultivars on golf courses and at 
universities with incredible 
results. 

The unanimous conclusion? 
Every aspect of our bentgrasses is 
superior to all other commercially 
available varieties. Color. Texture. 
Density Disease resistance. 
Heat and drought tolerance. 

What's equally important is 
our bentgrasses' performance 
under varied golf course condi-
tions. From America to Australia 
and from Europe to Japan, our 
cultivars consistently produce 
beautiful, fine-textured greens 
with true putting quality and 
reduced maintenance. And 
outstanding fairway turf with 
less thatch and excellent wear 
tolerance. These features are 
important to superintendents, 
golfers, architects, and greens 
committees alike. Now, because 
of their exceptional performance, 
our bentgrasses account for over 
30% of the world market. 

Don't just take our word for it. 
Contact your nearest Bentgrass 
Marketing Group member today 
for more information and univer-
sity test results. 
*Providence and SR 1020 are protected under 

the U.S. Plant Variety Protection Act. 

For Additional Information 
Contact your nearest Bentgrass 
Marketing Group member: 

Agra Turf 
Searcy, AR • (501) 268-7036 

Agrico Sales Ltd. 
Delta, B.C. • (604) 940-0290 

Agriturf, Inc. 
Hatfield, MA • (413) 247-5687 

Andersen Turf Supply, Inc. 
Huntington Beach, CA 
(714) 897-0202 

Arkansas Valley Seed Co. 
Denver, CO • (303) 320-7500 

Automatic Rain Company 
Menlo Park, CA • (415) 323-5161 

Arthur Clesen, Inc. 
Wheeling, IL • (708) 537-2177 

Evergro Sales Inc. 
Kirkland, WA • (206) 940-8873 

; Corporation 
437-4058 

Farmers Marketing 
Phoenix, AZ • (602) 45 

Germain's Seeds 
Fresno, CA • (800) 688-8873 

Graham Turf Seeds Ltd. 
Lindsay, Ontario • (705) 878-1978 

Green Valley Turf Farms 
Canfield, OH • (216) 533-3354 

Green Velvet Sod Farms 
Bellbrook, OH • (513) 848-2501 

Indiana Seed Co. 
Noblesville, IN • (800) 562-2459 

Kelly Seed Company, Inc. 
Hartford, AL • (334) 588-6144 

L.L. Olds Seed Co. 
Madison, WI • (608) 249-9291 

Peterson Seed Co. 
Savage, MN • (800) 328-5898 

Professional Turf Center, Inc. 
Tigard, OR • (800) 894-7333 

Professional Turf Specialties, Inc. 
Champaign, IL • (217) 352-0591 

Proseed Turf Supply, Inc. 
Chantilly, VA • (800) 753-7333 

Royal Seeds, Inc. 
Kansas City, MO • (800) 753-0990 

Seed Research of California 
Loomis, CA • (916) 652-1020 

Seed Research—Texas 
Dallas, TX • (214) 905-1020 
Belton, TX • (817) 939-9306 

Southeastern Turf Grass Supply 
Jacksonville, FL • (800) 327-7218 

Sweeney Seed Company 
King of Prussia, PA 
(800) 544-7311 

Turf & Garden 
Chesapeake, VA • (804) 543-2071 

Turfgrass, Inc. 
South Lyon, MI • (810) 437-1427 

Twin Light Fertilizer & Seed Co. 
Monmouth Junction, NJ 
(800) 522-4769 

United Seeds 
Omaha, NE • (402) 331-4800 

Walker Supply Inc. 
Pittsburgh, PA • (412) 561-9055 

Westgro Horticultural Supply, Inc. 
Calgary, Alberta • (403) 287-3988 

Two St. Louis 
tracks could be 
headed for 
major facelifts 

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — Two 
heavily used public golf courses 
at the city's Forest Park could be 
headed for a major facelift. 

The Forest Park Master Plan 
Committee, a 69-member group 
made up of institutional repre-
sentatives, park- and urban-plan-
ning experts and environmen-
talists, is completing plans to 
reconfigure the 18-hole and nine-
hole golf courses as part of a 
$98.6 million rehabilitation of the 
park. 

If proposals under consider-
ation are adopted by the city, as 
many as 11 holes of the 18-hole 
course — opened in 1912 — will 
be eliminated or significantly 
altered. And the nine-hole 
course, built in 1914 for begin-
ners, will be gone. 

The park plan committee em-
ployed Hale Irwin Golf Services 
to create three conceptual de-
signs to conform to the master 
plan. Two of those designs are 
being considered seriously. The 
one getting the most attention is 
a plan calling for an 18-hole 
course with practice facilities (in-
cluding three full-length practice 
holes), driving range and new 
clubhouse. The other design 
calls for 27 holes with no prac-
tice facilities. 

One key issue driving the 
makeover of the golf courses is 
moving golf and golfers away 
from the Art Hill (which includes 
a museum), the Grand Basin and 
surrounding waterways within 
the park. 

American Golf Inc. manages 
the park's golf facilities and has 
12 years remaining on a 20-year 
lease. The company has re-
mained neutral during the plan-
ning discussions, but reportedly 
prefers an 18-hole design that 
includes practice facilities. Un-
der its contract, American could 
eventually reject the redesign 
plan the city presents and force 
more debate and negotiation. 
The financing of the project must 
also still be determined. The esti-
mated cost of redesigning and 
reworking the golf courses as part 
of the master plan is $4 million. 
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