NEWS

USGA rules address environmentally sensitive areas

FAR HILLS, N.J. — A new
Local Rule designed to address
the growing number of environ-
mentally sensitive areas on golf
courses heads changes that will
debut in the 1996 Rules of Golf,
which took effect Jan. 1. Envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas can
only be designated by an appro-
priate authority, typically a gov-
ernment agency, and a player is
prohibited from entering them.

“It was necessary to find a way
for players to be able to continue
to play the game when an envi-
ronmentally sensitive area af-

fected their play,” said Trey Hol-
land, USGA Rules of Golf Com-
mittee chairman, of Zionsville,
Ind. “This Local Rule accom-
plishes that. We want the Rules
of Golfto reflect that golf courses
and nature reserves can be
blended together. And they can.”

In another change, the USGA
and the Royal and Ancient Golf
Club of St. Andrews, in Scotland,
who jointly oversee the Rules of
Golf, moved to strengthen their
position against slow play by ex-
panding Rule 6-7.

A committee may establish

pace-of-play guidelines and add a
single-stroke penalty as a first of-
fense option for slow play in stroke
play. Subsequent penalties would
continue to be a two-stroke penalty
and, ultimately, disqualification.

“We are responding to the is-
sue of slow play by giving a com-
mittee more flexibility in assess-
ing penalties for slow play,” said
Holland.

These and other amendments
were made after four years of
study and recent discussion at
the quadrennial Rules confer-
ence in April in England.

tracks could be
headed for
major facelifts

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — Two
heavily used public golf courses
at the city’s Forest Park could be
headed for a major facelift.
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our bentgrasses’ performance
under varied golf course condi-
tions. From America to Australia
and from Europe to Japan, our
cultivars consistently produce
beautiful, fine-textured greens
with true putting quality and
reduced maintenance. And
outstanding fairway turf with
less thatch and excellent wear
tolerance. These features are
important to superintendents,
golfers, architects, and greens
committees alike. Now, because
of their exceptional performance,
our bentgrasses account for over
30% of the world market.

Don't just take our word for it.
Contact your nearest Bentgrass

ners, will be gone.

The park plan committee em-
ployed Hale Irwin Golf Services
to create three conceptual de-
signs to conform to the master
plan. Two of those designs are
being considered seriously. The
one getting the most attention is
a plan calling for an 18-hole
course with practice facilities (in-
cluding three full-length practice
holes), driving range and new
clubhouse. The other design
calls for 27 holes with no prac-
tice facilities.

One key issue driving the
makeover of the golf courses is
moving golf and golfers away
from the Art Hill (which includes
amuseum), the Grand Basin and
surrounding waterways within
the park.
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mained neutral during the plan-
ning discussions, but reportedly
prefers an 18-hole design that
includes practice facilities. Un-
der its contract, American could
eventually reject the redesign
plan the city presents and force
more debate and negotiation.
The financing of the project must
also still be determined. The esti-
mated cost of redesigning and
reworking the golf courses as part
of the master plan is $4 million.

*Providence and SR 1020 are protected under
the U.S. Plant Variety Protection Act.
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