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Panther's Run adds punch to Myrtle Beach 
MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. — Panther's Run, 

the newest golf course addition to Ocean Ridge 
Plantation in Sunset Beach, N.C., opened Oct. 
1. The 18-hole layout is designed in the tradi-
tional style using the natural terrain of the 
land. 

In his first solo project, architect Tim Cate 
created wide, open fairways lined with grassy, 
depressed areas or water. 

Spectacular views, especially from the tee 
boxes, make it a visual treat. Several of the 
holes are visually intimidating, but overall, 
the course is designed to test the golfer's skill 

and not break his game. 
Panther's Run features large, multiple-tee 

areas. 
Wooded scenery is the backdrop for may of 

the holes. Cart paths run along the edge of a 
dense forest and water comes into play on most 
of the holes. Panther's Run measures from 7,089 
to 5,023 yards. 

The course joins Lion's Paw to complete the 
36-hole layout at Ocean Ridge Plantation. Lion's 
Paw, designed by Willard Byrd, is an open, hilly 
course that treats golfers to views of a beautiful 
creek valley and its adjoining wetlands. 

No end in sight to pipeline 
Continued from page 57 
report being busy to very busy," 
said American Society of Golf 
Course Architects President Jef-
frey Brauer of Golfscapes in Ar-
lington, Texas. 

Brauer added the caveat: "We 
have seen some resistance to fi-
nancing of individual projects. 
Based on some previous failures, 
there is some concern about the 
quality of feasibility studies in 
golf." 

Lorrie Viola, an architect based 
in Farmington Hills, Mich., said 

she felt construction would be 
slowed by environmental issues 
and because the non-golfing pub-
lic supports parks and open space 
instead of golf facilities. 

Dr. Michael Hurdzan of 
Hurdzan Design Group in Colum-
bus, Ohio, responded "absolutely 
no" to the question of the pipeline 
drying up and "absolutely yes" to 
financing being easier. He sug-
gested developers lower costs by 
1) reducing technology in green 
construction and irrigation; 2) 
using restricted or low-value land 
such as flood-plain, airport land, 
leased land, etc., and; 3) bringing 
an architect and/or contractor 
aboard as an equity partner for 
their fees. 

Architects said they had seen 
several creative new ways of fi-
nancing golf projects: 

• "Our experience," said 
Brauer, "is a return to private all-
cash financing, revenue bonds, 
or general obligation bonds is-
sued by municipal entities. We 
have seen a decrease of golf 
course financing companies us-
ing secondary market issues." 

• Gordon Lewis of Naples, 
Fla., Baxter Spann of Houston 
and Chester Prince of Prince 
Contracting Co., Inc. in Palmetto 
Fla., all said community devel-
opment districts are being 
formed to develop golf projects. 

• Spann also pointed to "trends 
toward pension funds and tax-free 
bonds for private development." 

• Partnerships, or equity posi-
tions with designers, builders and 
operators to reduce costs for ser-
vices were cited by Rick Robbins 
of Cary, N.C., Jerry Matthews of 
Lansing, Mich., and Hurdzan. 

Not only does this cut up-front 
costs, Hurdzan said, "It also 
builds confidence in the lend-
ers/investors." 

• "The spinning off of land for 
golf to experienced golf devel-
oper/operators is facilitating 
more real estate-driven golf 
projects and making them more 
affordable," said Jim Applegate of 
Gary Player Design in Palm Beach 
Gardens, Fla. 'The question is 
whether daily-fee golf is compat-
ible with residential sales." 

Brauer told of the creativity of 
one of his firm's municipal cli-
ents, the city of Piano, Texas. 
Piano officials arranged with 
three neighboring land owners 
to "throw all the land into the 
pot, whereupon we designed a 
golf course to maximize usage 
of the topography—both for the 
golf course and to enhance fu-
ture surrounding development. 
In so doing, the city avoided a 
large amount of up-front land 
expense." 

But, while bond issues, devel-
opment districts and the like are 
opening doors around the coun-
try, course architect Desmond 
Muirhead of Newport Beach, 
Calif., had the simplest solution 
to financing. "The best way is if 
the owners have cash!" he said. 
"The banks are unbelievable." 

GOLF COURSE NEWS 

AUGUST 22,1995 
Primer 604 was applied to greens on a monthly basis at 
labeled rates, February through August. Fairways, tees, 
rough, and surrounds show moderate to severe stress. 
Greens exhibit excellent uniformity and moisture content. 

For more information call 

1-800-257-7797 
riAQUATROLS 

5 North Olney Avenue 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 USA 
1-800-257-7797 
1-609-751-0309 / FAX: 1-609-751-3859 
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SURVIV! HE SU 
Nutters Crossing, Salisbury, MD 

FEBRUARY 22, 1995 
Aerial infrared photography was used to determine the 
distribution and moisture content on the golf course. 
Fairways, tees, and surrounds display more uniformity and 
moisture content than greens. 

FEBRUARY THROUGH AUGUST 
Environmental conditions worsened during the late spring 
through summer months. Temperatures became very hot and 
rainfall was more than 12 inches below average, resulting in 
extreme stress to turfgrass. In many areas of the golf course, 
turfgrass continued to weaken during this period. 

AUGUST 

Primer 604Performs... 
"It wasn yt as hard to manage the course this 

summer as it would've been without Primer. If my 

greens made it through the summer of'95 with 

Primer, they can make it through anything." 

c£LJL /£e 
Chuck Poole, Golf Course Superintendent 
Nutters Crossing, Salisbury, MD 
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