
Public Works Assn. honors Harborside 
CHICAGO — Built on two the first 15 holes of its Port 

landfills on Chicago's South Course are built on a sanitary 
Side, Harborside International waste landfill. The remaining 
Golf Center — and its consult- three holes of the Port Course 
ing engineering firm, Kudrna and the second nine holes of 
& Associates — have been Starboard, along with a teach-
awarded an APWA Achieve- ing facility and practice ranges, 
ment Award by the Chicago were built on a landfill of con-
City Branch of the American struction rubble. Earlier, 
Public Works Association. Harborside and Kudrna were 

Designed by Dick Nugent, awarded a rare honorable men-
the first nine holes of tion citation by the Illinois Sec-
Harborside International Golf tion of the American Society of 
Center's Starboard Course and Civil Engineers. 

DEVELOPMENT 

NWH: Asia-Pacific presents special demands 
Continued from page 57 

Recently, on our project in 
Shanghai, I was told the 
earthworks contractor would be 
mobilizing the next day. The next 
day, 2,000 Chinese people ar-
rived by boat to the site. No ma-
chines. Especially with the Chi-
nese, you need to work closely 
with the locals. If we had re-
jected the idea of hand labor and 
insisted they use machines, the 
project would not have moved. 
Eventually, a combination of 
hand labor and bulldozers 

proved the best solution. 
GCN: How sophisticated is the 

development community in Asia-
Pacific? 

NH: It is definitely more so-
phisticated now than it was five 
years ago. This includes the se-
lection of consultants, including 
golf course architects, and the 
choice of grasses. Two areas that 
I think still have a long way to go 
are understanding the "process," 
i.e. master-planning to market 
analysis to construction meth-
ods and turfgrass maintenance. 

With the process, we are able to 
work closely with the client, 
which is one of the main reasons 
we have three directors in 
Singapore — Rodney Wright, 
Brett Mogg and myself. 

The frustrating area is turfgrass 
maintenance, as our role typically 
is complete once the course opens. 
The owners need to be better edu-
cated as to what it takes to main-
tain a golf course. This is start-
ing to happen, but in general has 
a long way to go. 

GCN: What is the predomi-
nant turf on the courses? Is there 
a move in any certain direction? 

NH: In Southeast Asia, we are 
using Bermudagrasses imported 
from either the United States or 
Australia. The climate of the 
southern countries is perfect for 
these grasses. As we move north, 
we are using zoysiagrass for the 
fairways and roughs and Ber-
mudagrass on the greens. 

We are hesitating to use a 
bentgrass on the greens in 
Northern China, Korea, etc., 
because of the lack of knowl-
edge on how to maintain the 
grasses. The possibility to lose 
the bentgrass during the hot 
summer months is too great. 

GCN: How aggressive are the 
environmental groups in Asia-
Pacific? 

NH: The environmental groups 
are becoming more vocal in Thai-
land with regard to the water sup-
ply and national parks; in Malay-
sia regarding the destruction of 
the rain forest and siltation of 
the rivers; but none in China yet. 
Typically, they are affecting the 
projects that should not go ahead 
anyway. But not the environ-
mentally positive projects. 

I think it is good for develop-
ment, as long as the environ-
mentalists are not radicals. Let's 
work together to improve the 
Asian landscape and quality of 
life. 

GCN: In China, where indi-
viduals do not own the land, how 
is golf development getting ac-
complished? 

NH: Typically, projects in 
China are joint ventures with the 
local Chinese governments, who 
supply the land on a long-term 
lease agreement—usually 50 or 
70 years. The local governments 
are guaranteed a certain return 
on investment in exchange for 
the land. They also expect local 
people to be involved in some 
capacity, thereby supplying good 
pay and good titles to several 
key local people. This makes 
them look good to more regional 
governments, which is the way 
to work up the "government lad-
der." 

GCN: Are you getting compe-
tition from European and Asian 
architects? 

NH: Most of our competition 
in Southeast Asia is from Ameri-
can and Australian design firms. 
As India opens up, we expect to 
run into more British and Euro-
pean competition. 

O n greens. O n tees. O n fairways, roughs, f lower beds , transplants 

— even in your d i v o t mix. M i l o r g a n i t e del ivers outs tand ing results for 

a uni form p lay ing surface. N o other fertil izer is easier o n plants or 

simpler t o use. M i l o rgan i te ' s s low release, organic nutr ients w o n ' t 

b u r n or cause a flush o f g r o w t h . Plus, i t 's high in 

micronutr ients such as iron t o p r o m o t e dense, v igorous turf. 

A n d M i l o r g a n i t e resists leaching, for a sound environmental 

prof i le . S o call your d is t r ibutor today , or call M i l o rgan i te ' s 

turf professionals d i rect at 1 -800 -304 -6204 . It 's easy. 
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