
On site during con-
struction at Cooks 
Creek Golf Course in 
Ashville, Ohio, Mike 
Hurdzan (far right) 
speaks with (from 
left) superintendent 
Galen Scharenberg 
and part-owners Jim 
and John Cook. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Hurdzan tells all in exhaustive 
book on course construction 
By M A R K L E S L I E 

It's no thriller, no can't-put-it-
down spell-binder. No heroes 
storm to the rescue, no great 
feats save the planet. But if your 
interest is in golf, you'll get a full 
plate — and need not return for 
seconds — from Golf Course Ar-
chitecture: Design, Construction 
and Restoration by Dr. Michael 
Hurdzan. 

Released on Jan. 29, this 391-

page epistle is packed with useful 
stuff — fodder of all sorts. 

Since all golfers are amateur 
a rch i tec t s , Hurdzan, an ac-
claimed golf course architect 
with an extensive turfgrass back-
ground, focused on educating 
them about the "how-to's" of the 
trade — a goal he accomplished 
both fundamentally and extraor-
dinarily. Tom Doak succeeded 
in telling us "why" with his 
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Anatomy of a Golf Course. Ron 
Whitten and Geoffrey Cornish 
have told us "who, what and 
where" in their The Architects of 
Golf. Hurdzan boldly tells us "how" 
in Golf Course Architecture. 

While such treatises as George 
Thomas' Course Architecture in 
America (1927) and Dr. Alister 
Mackenzie's Golf Architecture 
(1920) illustrate the principles of 
sound golf course design, they 
were written 70 years ago before 
the age of environmental restric-
tions and regulations; before the 
age where conditioning was so 
precise and so close to perfection; 
before the age where greens and 
tee construction and irrigation 
systems approached art forms. 

Hurdzan conquers these ar-
eas in-depth. 

As he says in the introduction, 
"The only thing that these 
playfields all share is the hole 4-1/ 
4 inches in diameter. Everything 
else is up for grabs: appearance, 
length, width, elevation, and se-
verity of slope." 

His book is educational as well 
as picturesque; textbook as well 
as colorbook; detailed rather 
than broad-stroked; and illus-
trates how to transform two-di-
mensional plans on paper to 
three-dimensional land forms. 

Yes, Hurdzan meanders 
through the topics of The Evolu-
tion of the Golf Course, Evolu-
tion of Design, Evolution of the 
Golf Course Architect, Evolution 
of Design Philosophy, etc. But 
the substance of this book is its 
insights into actually "doing it." 

Here you read about turfgrass 
establishment and maturation; 
site feasibility studies; seedbed 
preparation and planting; the 
economics of course construc-
tion; plans, specifications and 
bidding; construction sequence; 
tee, green and bunker construc-
tion. Where else will you read 
about irrigation installation and 
the amount of water an 18-hole 
golf course in the Midwest uses 
each day? The balance sheet for 
an executive course, from the 
initial cost to the yearly opera-
tion and income? 

From the degree of slope for 
sideslopes and depressions to 
the height of a mound to permit 
easy maintenance but difficult 
shot-making, to the best con-
struction of greens to prevent 
water accumulation, to the spac-
ing of sprinkler heads, Hurdzan 
covers all the bases. As he says, 
"Understanding the complexi-
ties of even a seemingly simple 
golf course can increase your 
pleasure of it, and foster that 
love affair that develops between 
the golfer and his or her course." 

Hurdzan is a former president 
of the American Society of Golf 
Course Architects who holds 
bachelor's, master's and doctoral 
degrees in turfgrass management, 

Continued on next page 
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Bobby Jones, player-designer unveiled in biography 
By M A R K L E S L I E 

The first time Bobby Jones walk-
ed onto the property that would 
become Augusta National Golf 

Course, he was astonished. "It even 
looked as though it were already a golf 
course," he remarked. 

Thus began Jones' brief — but distinc-
tive — input consulting in golf course 
designs. Just as Jones profoundly influ-
enced golf as a player until his death in 
1971, Augusta National and Peachtree 
(in his hometown Atlanta, Ga.) on which 
he also consulted, deeply affect course 
design to this day. 

Sportsmanship, talent — class. Bobby 
Jones had them all — and more. And his 
kaleidoscopic life is brought to life color-
fully, expertly and interestingly by Sid 
Matthew in the coffee-table biography, 
The Life & Times of Bobby Jones. B o b b y 
Jones IV has called this Sleeping Bear 
Press publication "the greatest book 
ever on my grandfather." 

For Matthew, collecting its essentials 
and writing it was a 20-year labor of love. 

"Bobby Jones was one of very few 
people whose lives actually transcend the 
legend that grows up around them," Mat-
thew said from his law office. "His legacy 
was the balance in his life. Not only was 
he a genius as a golfer but as a writer, golf 
course architect, actor, in his relation-
ships and being an ambassador for golf. 
His family came first, his law practice 
second, and golf last, but never a life unto 
itself. He could have parlayed his fame 
into fortune. He did not." 

Interesting to readers in the golf indus-
try is a chapter devoted to the construc-
tion of Augusta National, Jones' "dream 
course." Matthew shares insights into 
the feel, qualities, strategies, instincts and 
philosophies of golf course architecture 
important to the man who won 15 major 
titles while competing as an amateur. 

To Bobby Jones, golf was not a career; 
it was a way of life. And, therefore, to him, 
course design was not of fleeting impact; 
it was something of consequence. 

Listen to his statement on the penal/ 
reward concept of widening the gap be-
tween a good tee shot and a bad one. 
There are two ways, he said: "One is to 
inflict a severe and immediate punish-
ment on a bad shot, to place its perpetrator 
in a bunker or in some other trouble which 
will demand the sacrifice of a stroke in 
recovering. The other is to reward the good 
shot by making the second shot simpler in 
proportion to the excellence of the first. 

The reward may be of any nature, but 
it is more commonly one of four — a 

Hurdzan 

With Alister Mackenzie (second from left) and others looking on, Bobby Jones tees off from a potential 
tee box during construction of Augusta National 

better view of the green, an easier angle 
from which to attack a slope, an open ap-
proach past guarding hazards, or even a 
better run to the tee shot itself. The elimi-
nation of purely punitive hazards provides 
an opportunity for the player to retrieve his 
situation by an exceptional second shot." 

At Augusta National, Jones was given the 
opportunity to consult acclaimed course 
designer Alister Mackenzie and put his 
design philosophy to the test of reality. 

"Perfect!" he exclaimed the moment 
he first saw the property. "And to think 
this ground has been lying here all these 
years waiting for someone to come along 
and lay a golf course upon it." 

Since Augusta National opened in 1932, 
golfers from around the world have felt 
those same stirrings. And while Bobby 
Jones' extraordinary play is a mere memory, 
the course he helped design lives on 
through the ages, reflecting his ideals. 

Jones and Mackenzie, Matthew said, 
"married the best of the penal and strategic 
schools of design, together with the notion 
that a golf course should provide enjoy-
ment to the greatest number of golfers." 

Citing Mackenzie's thankfulness for 

Jones' collaboration on Augusta National, 
Matthew added: "You do not discuss any 
subject of architecture with anyone knowl-
edgeable, without coming back to Augusta 
National as one of the foundational corner-
stones in the discussion. The standard is 
always Augusta. That is what genius Jones 
brought to the subject of design..." 

"Many golf courses are trendy and must 
be redesigned. Augusta was done in such 
a monumental style that it will never be 
redesigned." 

Everyone who knew him has a per-
sonal Bobby Jones story, and Matthew 
has taken care in this book and in an 
Academy Award-nominated video to cap-
ture those memories. Among them is his 
response when a group of Augusta Na-
tional members approached him with the 
proposal that a bronze statue of Jones be 
made for the facility. 

Jones' response: "No. This course is 
memorial enough." 

Sid Matthew would like to believe he 
has put together a book Bobby Jones 
would have liked. You have to agree. 

Sleeping Bear Press can be reached at 
P.O. Box 20, Chelsea, Mich. 48118. 

Midwest developers 
keep Lohmann busy 

MARENGO, 111. — Lohmann Golf 
Designs Inc. continues to make its 
mark in the Midwest with several 
projects in Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. 

Nine of the planned 27 holes are 
open at The Broken Arrow Golf Club 
in Lockport, 111. The second nine has 
completed the grow-in stage and the 
third nine — featuring double greens 
on all holes — is grassed and sched-
uled to open this summer. 

Working as a design/build team, 
Lohmann and Midwest Golf Develop-
ment are continuing work on Whis-
pering Springs Golf Club in Font du 
Lac, Wis., where weathered ledge rock 
that was mined from the site will be 
used on lake and creek banks and near 
tees and cart paths. 

Hunters Ridge Golf Club in Marion, 
Iowa, an 18-hole championship-length 
daily-fee course with an extensive prac-
tice and chipping area, and The Mead-
ows Golf Club in Dubuque, Iowa, an 
18-hole daily-fee course are expected 
to open in the fall. 

And construction is underway at Twin 
Bridges Golf Club in Danville, Ind., an 
18-hole daily-fee Lohmann design with 
a practice area scheduled to open in the 
summer of 1997. Twin Bridges is being 
constructed and managed by Heritage 
Golf Management of Indianapolis. 

GEORGE AT WORK IN VIRGINIA 
RICHMOND, Va. — Meadowbrook 

Country Club has retained golf course 
architect Lester George and his Colo-
nial Golf Design, Inc. to develop a mas-
ter plan for renovations for its golf 
course. Meadowbrook was originally 
designed by Fred Findlay and opened in 
1959. George is also working on renova-
tions at Boonsboro Country Club in 
Lynchburg, Va., another Findlay design. 
Meadowbrook Green Chairman Larry 
Marshall said the renovations will in-
volve "modernizing" the tees and greens. 

Continued from previous page 
turf studies and environmental turfgrass 
physiology, respectively. He is a former 
golf course superintendent, and last year 
was presented the Distinguished Service 
Award from the Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association of America (GCSAA). 

GCSAA, in fact, supported Sleeping 
Bear Press in publication of Golf Course 
Architecture. Some 70 percent of any prof-
its generated by copies of this $75 book 
sold by GCSAA will go back to the organi-
zation for a scholarship fund and to assist 
in getting other golf-industry texts pub-
lished. GCSAA is headquartered in 
Lawrence, Kan., and Sleeping Bear Press 
in Chelsea, Mich. 
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