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Piece of the pie 
More and more designers 
trade fees for ownership slice 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

With new course financing still difficult 
to obtain in some cases, architects and 
builders are increasingly willing to take an 
ownership interest in a project, either as 
part of the original development team or in 
exchange for all or part of their fees. 

Michael Hurdzan, P.B. Dye and Bob Cupp 
are among the architects/owners. Land-
scapes Unlimited President William Kubly 
is probably the most active builder/owner. 

"The main reason we're willing to get 
involved is that golf is a good business," 
explained Hurdzan, who owns part of three 
golf facilities. "If it were a bad one, we 
wouldn't do it." 

Professionally, Hurdzan believes own-
ership increases an architect's credibility 
with clients by providing insights into golf 
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Arthur Miller 

Environmental debate 
assumes center stage 
B y J . B A R R Y M O T H E S 

ORLANDO — It's 8 a.m. Friday at your 
golf course. Pithium is raging. A shot 
gun start member-guest golf tourney is 

set to start in 30 minutes. As golf course super-
intendent, you decide to go with a quick pesti-
cide treatment. At a post-tourney barbecue, 
several golfers complain of headaches and 
vomiting. Do you tell them about the morning 
pesticide application ? 

The above scenario was a quick off-the-cuff 
creation by Dr. Frank Rossi, a turf professor at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. But it's 
exactly the kind of thing Harvard law profes-
sor and frequent TV legal commentator Arthur 
Miller can be expected to spring on a panel of 
golf industry and environmental experts at this 
year's Environmental General Session panel at 
the Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America International Cconference and Show. 

Continued on page 27 

Progress at 
EPA? Maybe 
By H A L P H I L L I P S 

WASHINGTON, D.C.— 
"They have a new way of 
handling data that has sped 
up the entire process," said 
AgrEvo's George Ray-
mond. "Turn-around times 
on a number of submis-
sions have dropped from 
18 months to six." 

Added American Cyan-
amid's John Thomas: 
"When they heard the ar-
guments we posed regard-
ing increased safety, they 
accelerated their review 
process and put us on the 
fast track for registration." 

Could these people be 
talking about the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) ? Amazing as it may 
seem to golf industry veter-
ans familiar with the 
lengthy, multimillion-dollar 
registration process, yes. 

Continued on page 85 

The stunning Maroon Creek GC in Aspen, Colo. — one of the projects which earned Landscapes 
Unlimited and its president, Bill Kubly (below), Golf Course News Builder of the Year honors. 

THE ENVELOPE, PLEASE... 

Landscapes 
named GCN's 
Builder of the 
Year for 1995 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

LINCOLN, Neb. — The Perfect 10. 
No one has come so close to achieving 
it as did the 1995 Builder of the Year — 
Landscapes Unlimited, Inc. 

In Golf Course News' annual survey of 
developers and architects, Landscapes, 
which lost the crown last year to Paul 
Clute & Associates, regained the title. 
In doing so, Landscapes averaged 9.72 
on a 10-point scale in balloting of its 
1995 clients — the highest average ever 
in the 7-year survey. Eleven clients, judg-
ing in the eight categories, gave Land-

scapes 10s in 70 of a possible 88 votes. 
Wadsworth Golf Construction Co. of 

Plainfield, 111., which won Best Builder 
the first three years of the survey be-
fore relinquishing the title to Land-
scapes in 1992 and 1993, finished sec-
ond with an average of 9.25. 

Following Landscapes and Wads-
worth in the voting were, in order, 
Niebur Golf of Colorado Springs, Colo., 
with a 9.12 average; Clute of Hartland, 
Mich. (9.08); and Fairway Construction 
of Temecula, Calif. (8.74). 

Continued on page 37 



AWARDS SECTION 

The Golf Club at Bradshaw Farm, built by Landscapes Unlimited Inc. and designed by Grant Wencel, 
opened in December in North Atlanta, Ga., It is set on an old farm property, with two restored silos 
framing the 18th green and 30-mile views of the North Georgia mountains. 

The winner: Landscapes 
Continued from page 1 

Golf Course News will p resen t the 
Builder of the Year Award during the 
Golf Course Builders Associat ion of 
America (GCBAA) banquet at the Inter-
national Golf Course Conference and 
Show in Orlando, Fla. The dinner will be 
held at 8 p.m. on Feb. 9 at the Omni Rosen 
Hotel, preceded by a 7 p.m. reception and 
followed by an auction to raise funds for 
the association and for research. 

After being nominated by the nation's 
golf course architects, the builders pro-
vided Golf Course News with lists of their 
clients. The clients, under protection of 
anonymity, were then asked to rate the 
builders, on a scale of 1 to 10, as to con-
struction of their project; how well it met 
the quality they expected; its project su-
pervisor; and if the company met budget 
and deadlines, had adequate personnel 
and equipment, and high-quality staff. 

"Because it's a vote of our customers, it 
means a lot to us to know they're that 
happy with our work," said Bill Kubly, 
president of Landscapes. "The most im-
portant task we have is keeping that cli-
ent happy. Regardless of the project 's 
size, the job isn't finished until our clients 
have been totally satisfied. We're proud 
of being on time and on budget." 

"We're thrilled that our builder mem-
bers are so highly regarded by their cli-
ents — the developers and architects," 
said Phil Arnold, executive director of 
the GCBAA, noting that all the top vote-
getters are GCBAA members . "I know 
last year was a very frustrating one in 
which to build because of the hurricanes 
and floods and, in certain areas, the diffi-
culty in finding good personnel. 

"If you go out on a Landscapes job site, 
everybody, right down to the person raking 
the bunker, knows that the company has 
won that award a couple of times and really 
has a lot of pride in working for them." 

The accolades poured in for Kubly and 
his firm. "This is our fifth course with 
Landscapes Unlimited as general contrac-
tor. Enough said. They are the absolute 
best!" said Roger Watson of Carolinas 
Golf, which saw its Oak Valley Golf Course 
in Winston-Salem, N.C., completed last 
summer and Currituck Golf Course in 
Kittyhawk, N.C., finished in December. 

"Landscapes Unlimited brought to life 
an exceptional Tom Fazio course design," 
said Fred Durham, president of Maroon 
Creek Golf Club in Aspen, Colo., finished in 
October. 'Their sensitivity to the environ-
ment and their flexibility as contractor has 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

been beyond reproach. This project would 
not be the success it is today without Bill 
and his organization's involvement." 

Citing his Sunset Hills Country Club 
project in Carrollton, Ga., as coming in 
below budget and a month early, General 
Manager Ken Kennedy said of Landscapes' 
staff: "professionalism at its best." 

And Ross McCown of NEBCO, Inc. in 
Lincoln added: "Although you didn't have a 
'rock wall' category, we had several holes 
[at Quarry Oaks Golf Course in South Bend, 
Neb.], where Landscapes really did a mag-
nificent job with rock walls." 

Three-time Best Builder Award-winner 
Wadsworth also garnered rave reviews. 
American Society of Golf Course Archi-
tects President Jeff Brauer, who split his 
nomination between Landscapes and 
Wadsworth, each of which built two of his 
courses in 1995, said: "Both companies 
possess the ability to keep on schedule, 
strong financial resources and the experi-
ence of working with all the best architects 
in the industry. When we complete a project 
with Wadsworth or Landscapes Unlimited, 
we invariably find something in their con-
struction technique that we can use to im-
prove our own specifications." 

Clients give builders 
high marks in poll 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Consistently 
high marks for the country's leading 
builders bode well for the industry, 
according to Golf Course Builders As-
sociation of America (GCBAA) Execu-
tive Director Phil Arnold. 

"The quality of their work has in-
creased dramatically — even in the 
last five years," Arnold said from his 
office here. 

Noting that 19 companies — the 
most ever — were nominated for Best 
Builder Award this year, Arnold said: 
"Some of those companies weren't even 
heard of 10 years ago and they're among 
the best today. It's much more special-
ized and people recognize it as that." 

"Our profession as a whole has 
evolved to be a much more profes-
sional group of people — from us and 
Wadsworth, Neibur, Clute and Fair-
way and a lot of small contactors, too," 
said 1995 Builder of the Year Bill 
Kubly, president of Lincoln, Neb.-
based Landscapes Unlimited, Inc. "It's 
not a mom-and-pop business any more. 
And we're using standards that you'd 
be using in other sorts of business as 
well. This came with the advent of 300 
to 400 golf courses a year being built." 

Kubly said he observes smaller build-
ers all over the country, who do one or 
two golf courses a year, "whose reputa-
tions are certainly as good as ours." 

In its annual poll, Golf Course News 
asked clients of the five most-nomi-
nated course builders to appraise their 
work. In all eight of the survey's cat-
egories, the average score for the five 
builders topped 9.1 on a 0-10 scale: 

• Overa l l c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
projects: 9.33. 

• Whether construction quality met 
expectations: 9.43. 

• How well the companies stayed 
within budget: 9.17. 

• How well the 
companies met 
time deadlines: 9.39. 

• If the firms had adequate personnel: 
9.22. 

• The quality of the personnel: 9.16. 
• If the firms had adequate equipment: 

9.18. 
• Rate the companies' supervisors: 9.27. 
Wadsworth was cited by various course 

architects for its quality work, conscien-
tiousness, trustworthiness, attention to 
detail, going "above and beyond the call 
of duty," and for "anticipating architects' 
and owners' thoughts and concerns." 

A perennial finalist, Fairway Construc-
tion was said by one architect to be "rap-
idly becoming 'a force' in being able to 
provide quality construction while ex-
panding its amount of work." 

"It is the most cooperative in working 
with other disciplines to insure that 
projects are advanced," said one sup-
porter. 

Niebur Golf was new to the finalist 
group in the Golf Course News polling, 
winning some raves from clients. 

"Joe and his staff are very professional," 
said architect Dana Fry of Hurdzan Golf 
Design in Columbus, Ohio, "and I am 
sure in the near future they will be judged 
on the same level as Wadsworth, Land-
scapes or Clute... 

"What I really admire is that in just 
seven or eight years Joe Niebur has built 
his company into a very good one that 
builds great golf courses for a very rea-
sonable price — and he has done so with 
his own money." 

Craig Pe rna of Taylor W o o d r o w / 
Kenco, Ltd. added an explanation point to 
his a s sessmen t of Niebur, who built 
Addison Reserve in Boca Raton, Fla., for 
him. Perna wrote a "20" out of a possible 
10 for quality of staff and "50" for the 
project supervisor. 

[High praise, but GCNaveraged in 10s.] 
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