
SUPPLIER BUSINESS 

Tee-2-Green President Bill Rose 

Marking four 
decades of 
Penncross 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

T h e challengers are legion, 
some of them even originate 
in-house. But the long-

standing king of bentgrass stolons 
— Penncross, which turns 40 years 
old this year — remains the putting 
turf of choice in transition and 
Northern climes. 

"I would say, before they get 
contaminated with Poa annua, 85 
percent of bentgrass greens in 
America are Penncross," said Bill 
Rose, president of Tee-2-Green, the 
marketing group with exclusive 
rights to Dr. Bert Musser's famous 
creeper. "Everybody's trying to do 
better, but I can't see anything lasting 
10 years, much less 40 years. There 
isn't anything like it; never has been 
and probably never will be again." 

Rose explained that today's 
Penncross seed — the first genera-
tion, straight from the parent stolons 
— is the same seed produced by 
Penn State's Prof. Musser in 1955. 
This direct line to Musser's innova-
tion helps explain the product's 
unparalleled longevity, he said. 

Continued on page 43 

NEW PRODUCT OF THE MONTH 
Parker Sweeper has introduced the 11-hp Portable Truck Loader for 
picking up leaves, grass clippings and mulch. Equipped with a high-speed, 
6-blade impeller, the Loader is equipped with a durable, lightweight pick-
up wand and an 8- x 15-foot flexible, steel ribbed intake hose. For more 
information, call 708-627-6900. For more new products, see page 42. 

PRECISION TOOL BUYS 
RIGHTS TO WETTING FORK 

SALINE, Mich. — Precision Tool 
Products Co. has purchased U.S. dis-
tribution rights to the Wetting Fork, a 
tool used to combat hot spots on turf. 
The Fork, which will continue to be 
manufactured by the Hermitage, 
Tenn.-based Thinking Superintendent 
Co., features tines mounted on a foot-
square platform which connects an 
ordinary water hose. The tines are 
pressed into the earth and, under 20 to 
200 pounds of pressure, ejects water 
that saturates an area in 10 seconds. 
For more information on the wetting 
fork, contact Precision Tool at 313-
429-9571. 

Verti-Drain suits multiply 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

BATON ROUGE, La. — A cease and 
desist order, followed by ongoing prod-
uct confusion in the field, has led to a pair 
of lawsuits; both concerning anti-com-
paction products; both filed here in fed-
eral court. 

Redexim, the Dutch company 
which developed the Verti-
Drain line of products, and dis-
tributors of Verti-Drain deep-
tine soil aerification machines 
are pursuing litigation in the United States 
against a former distributor, Southern 
Green, Inc., marketers of the Soil Re-
liever aerator, for infr ingement of 
Redexim's patent and trademark rights. 

In its lawsuit, Redexim alleges that 
Southern Green, Inc., of Baton Rouge, 
La., a former distributor of Verti-Drain 
equipment, has infringed Redexim's 
United States patent and the Verti-Drain 
trademark, misappropriated trade se-

crets, and engaged in unfair 
competition. 

"It's actually a countersuit," 
explained K.V. Estes, co-owner 
of Southern Green. "We sued 
them last November [1994] and 

we received their countersuit [in August]. 
We sued last year because they were 
telling everyone in the industry that we 
had infringed on their patents and they 

Continued on page 44 

Harper Bros, storm Florida sand market 
PALMDALE, Fia. — A 535-acre silica 

sand mine and state-of-the-art process-
ing facility here, just west of Lake 
Okeechobee, now offers sand that 
meets U.S. Golf Association recom-
mended specifications to golf course 
designers, developers and operators 
throughout South Florida. 

The mine is owned and operated by 
Fort Myers-based Harper Bros. Inc., 
one of the region's largest producers of 
raw materials for road building and site 
development. The technologically 
advanced processing facility will 
monitor the sand's gradation and 

colormetric standards on a daily basis 
and use a washing & scrubbing oper-
ation designed to ensure production of a 
superior quality sand with no iron, clay or 
organic matter impurities, according to 
Ron Inge, Harper Bros, vice president. 

"The Palmdale Sand Mine establishes 
Harper Bros, as a major player in the 
production of top quality sand for the 
construction and maintenance of golf 
courses throughout South Florida," 
said Inge. "The Palmdale site was 
selected because of the quality of the 
sand deposit." For more information on 
Harper Bros., call 941-481-2350. 

Hong Kong show 
reports first-year 
occupancy of 74% 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

HONG KONG—Since the end 
of World War II, Hong Kong and 
Singapore have openly cultivated 
their rivalry of little tigers. 
Whose standard of living is 
higher? Whose container port is 
bigger? Whose Chinese popula-
tion sends more money back to 
the mainland? 

Come November, the market 
will begin to mete out the next big 
question: Whose golf trade show 
is more successful? 

The first International Hong 
Kong & China Golf Exhibition 
and Conference is scheduled to 
take place here at the Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition Cen-

Continued on page 40 
September 1995 3 9 

HUNDT TO HEAD NATIONAL 
SALES FOR VERMEER 

PELLA, Iowa — Doug Hundt has 
been named national sales manager 
for Vermeer Manufacturing Co. In ad-
dition to overseeing sale of all 
Vermeer's indus-
trial product in 
North America, 
Hundt will over-
see a staff of seven 
regional manag-
ers and work with 
the firm's distri-
bution network, 
which consists of Doug Hundt 
75 dealerships in all 50 states, as well 
as five Canadian provinces. Previously, 
Hundt was a regional sales manager 
for Vermeer, cooperating with dealers 
in the Northeast region. 

New era for 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

SINGAPORE—With 
seven months remain-
ing before the ribbon is 
cut here at the World 
Trade Centre, Golf Asia 
'96 has booked more 
than 60 percent of its 
available booth space, 
according to the show's 
new marketing man-
ager, Clare Milford . And though it drew a record 21,000 visitors 
from a reported 31 countries in 1995 — and 82 percent of last year's 
212 exhibitors reported they achieved their pre-show objectives — 
Golf Asia faces many new challenges in 1996. 

The number of show organizers has been trimmed from three to 
two, leaving Singapore-based Connex Private Ltd. and International 
Management Group (IMG) in charge of booth sales, show opera-
tions and marketing. The Golf Course Superintendents Association 
of America (GCSAA), which had been a co-organizer for Golf Asia 
'94 & '95, has relinquished its U.S. booth sales role. The GCSAA will 
continue to conduct the Golf Asia education conference, however. 

While Connex is responsible for the bulk of Asia-Pacific sales, 
Continued on page 41 
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CALENDAR 
September 

7-8 — Southwest Horticultural Trade 
Show in Phoenix, Ariz. Call 602-966-1610. 

7-10 — RISE Annual Meeting in Arling-
ton, Va. Contact 202-872-3860. 

9-12 — America Society of Irrigation 
Consultants Annual Conference in At-
lanta. Contact Wanda Sarsfield at 510-
516-1124. 

9-12 — Club Managers Association of 
America Leadership/Legislative Confer-
ence in Pentagon City, Va. Contact Kathi 
Driggs at 703-739-9500. 

12-13 — Turfgrass Research Conference 
and Field Day and Landscape Manage-
ment Research Conference and Field Day 
in Riverside, Calif Contact Susana 
Denney at 909-787-4430. 

17-19 — Southeastern North Carolina 
Professional Turfgrass Conference in Sun-
set Beach, N.C. Contact Dr. Bruce Will-
iams at 910-253-4425. 

19-21 — Virginia Tech Turf and Land-
scape Field Days in Blacksburg, Va. Con-
tact David Chalmers at 703-231-9738. 

24-27 — Florida TurfAssn Annual Con-
ference & Show in Tampa, Fla. Contact 
Susan Callaham at 800-882-6721. 

October 
7-10 — American Society of Landscape 

Architects in Cleveland. Contact Mindy 
Peckham at 202-686-2752. 

9-12 — 49th Northwest Turfgrass Confer-
ence in Stevenson. Contact 360-754-0825. 

11 — West Texas Turfgrass Conference 
in Snyder, Texas. Contact Pam Deeds at 
806-354-8447. 

31 — The Carolinas Golf Investment 
Seminar in Pinehurst, N.C. Contact Andy 
Hinds at 910-379-1400. 

November 
4 — 6th Annual Rutgers Professional 

Golf Turf Management School and Alumni 
Awards Banquet in East Brunswick, N.J. 
Contact 908-828-6900. 

4-7 — Georgia GCSA Annual Meeting 
at Jekyll Island. Contact Karen White at 
706-769-4076. 

9-10 — Golf Course Expo in Orlando, 
Fla. Contact Golf Course News Confer-
ence Group at 207-846-0600. 

13-15 — Women in Golf Summit '95 in 
Pinehurst, N.C. Contact 904-254-8800. 

* For more information contact the 
GCSAA Education Office at 913-832-4430. 

Verti-drain suit 
Continued from page 3 9 

were going to sue. 
"There was no patent infringement 

here. We researched it very carefully. 
This is strictly a sales ploy by Redexim." 

According to Estes, Southern Green 
ended its relationship with Redexim in 
1993. The firm put its Soil Reliever on the 
market in 1994, he said. 

The Verti-Drain product line is repre-
sented in North America by Emrex, Inc., 
an independent importer, and a national 
network of more than 30 distributors. 
According to Charles Otto, president of 
Emrex, Redexim caught wind of the Soil 
Reliever's emergence and sent Southern 
Green a cease and desist order in Octo-
ber 1994, on the basis that it was a copy. 

"On Nov. 4, the folks at Southern Green 
literally raced to the courthouse and filed 
a suit, " said Otto. "Instead of responding 
to the cease and desist, they filed a suit 
which said, basically, that 'Redexim is 
trying to ruin our business.' " 

According to Otto, in May of 1995, 
Redexim tried to have the Southern Green 
suit dismissed. However, a dismissal judg-

Continued on next page 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
• Buy Direct from fabricator 20, 30, 40 mil 
PVC, Hypalon, HDPE, & VLDPE. 
• Custom fabricated panels of up to 25,000 
S.F. available. 
• Material Only, Material & Supervision, or 
Complete Installation service» 

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 4 - 8 6 7 2 
Colorado Lining Company, 1062 Singing Hills Road, 
Parker, CO 80134. 303-841-2022 Fax 303-841-5780 

CIRCLE #150 

HARCO DUCTILE IRON 
FITTINGS FOR GOLF COURSE 

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
Sizes 2" through 12", all configurations 
including "knock-on" repair couplings. 
High Strength, high corrosion 
resistance. 
The Harrington Corporation 

P.O. Box 10335 
Lynchburg, Va 24506 

804-845-7094 Fax 845-8562 

Our LIGHTWEIGHT and RIGID aluminum bars are now treated 
with DURA-COAT. DURA-COAT wears better than tool steel and 
enables us to offer this unique LIFETIME WARRANTY. 
To order call 1-800-253-2112 or fax 1-313-429-3985. 

P R E C I S I O N T O O L P R O D U C T S C O . 
7 8 3 6 B e t h e l C h u r c h R d . • S a l i n e , M l 4 8 1 7 6 

CIRCLE #151 

N E W ! 
U f i ^ R B A N T V 

O N B A R S W I T H 
DURA-COAT® 

ACCU-GAGE is a precision 
tool for making highly 
accurate height-of-cut 
measurements on greens 
mowers or other precision 
mowers. 

AVAILABLE IN 15", 18", a n d 2 4 " bars. 

INNOVATIVE M A I N T E N A N C E P R O D U C T S 

CIRCLE #156 

S VMS Superintendents 
Compliance / 
Management 
System 

'The Choice of Today's 
Grounds Managers91 

From Equipment Tracking and Employee Training 
To Compliance Reports and Chemical Records 

Free Demonstration Diskettes 
Call Toll Free (800) 472 8882 

Environmental Compliance Systems, Incorporated 
21 North Avenue Lake Forest IL 60045 

Slow Play is Not Caused by Slow 
Golfers - It's a Management Decision. 

A poorly marked course slows 
play. Isn't it time you made 
the management decision that 
increases revenue and golfer 
satisfaction? 

) The Kirby Marker System 

800-925-4729 • 619-931-2624 

From 
Jooster oftfi&ßnfe> 

P.O. Box 283, Lockport, IL 60441-0283 
(815) 723-4444 • Fax (815) 723-4485 

P. O. Box 806 ^ ^ F C N I Fort Payne. AL 
201 40th ST NE g ^ T S l >1 M ^ 35967 

{STEADFAST BRIDGES\ 

GET THE ROCKS OUT.. . 
and the pine cones, and other debris. 
The Sand Trap Renovator comes in 
2 hand sizes: 12"wide (#511) and 
24"wide (#512) and one machine 
size 4' wide for use with the TORO 
5000, JOHN DEERE 1200, and 
Smithco units (#555). Insert hard-
ware cloth for smaller particles. 

Ask Your Golf Course 

"CROSSING THE NATION WITH 
BRIDGES YOU CAN DEPEND ON" 

ENGINEERED A N D FABRICATED TO 

FIT YOUR GOLF COURSE NEEDS, 

FROM THE CONNECTOR (PICTURED) 

TO THE ORIENTAL " E D O " SERIES. 

PEDESTRIAN, G O L F C A R T AND 

V E H I C U L A R B R I D G E S . S I N G L E 

SPANS TO 2 0 0 FEET AVAILABLE. 

CIRCLE #152 

CIRCLE #154 

CALL TODAY FOR FREE BROCHURLS 

1 - 8 0 0 - 7 4 9 - 7 5 1 5 LANCASTER COUNTRY CLUB, LANCASTER, P A 

CIRCLE #153 

CIRCLE #155 

CIRCLE #157 
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Quality with a Twist 
A twist of our easy off 
lid gives you quick 
access to Pinhigh's 
quality reel sharp-
ening compound. 

piQ, reel ¿horponii 

Call 1 (800) 422-4748 
CIRCLE #160 

Golf Course Bridges! 
1-800-328-2047 

CONTINENTAL 
E BRIDGE 

Thousands in use. 
Built to last. 
Sponsor Member 

Route 5, Box 178, Alexandria, MN 56308 • (612) 852-7500 
NGFÚ f 

CIRCLE #161 

I n s i d e I n f o 
Get the jump on your competition by subscribing to the 
Golf Course News Development Letter 

This twice-monthly newsletter... 
• tracks golf course projects under consideration 

across the nation 
• is packed with news items detailing where and 

when projects will be undertaken, and by whom 
• is just $195 for a year's subscription 

For more information contact 
Editor Peter Blais at 207/846-0600 

Keep Your Divot Seed Mixture 

•

Where It Is Used... 

... in Divot Seed & Soil tee 
buckets next to the tee markers. 
Available in Cedar or Redwood 
slats and with companion 
TrasfrM debris buckets. 

Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for 

INNOVATIVE M A I N T E N A N C E P R O D U C T S 
From 

faster of tießnfó 

P.O. Box 283, Lockport, IL 60441-0283 
(815) 723-4444 • Fax (815) 723-4485 

CIRCLE #162 

m TRIMS for Windows 
The Worlds Most Popular Grounds Management Software is now 
available for Microsoft Windows. TRIMS for Windows features multi-
tasking, multi-user capability and on-screen report preview! 

TRIMS for Windows Includes: 
• Budgets & Expenses Tracking 
• Inventory & PO's 
• Personnel & Labor Activity 
• Equipment Maint. & WO's 
• Chemical & Fertilizer Records 
• Irrigation & Weather 
• Fuel Reporting 
• Event Scheduling 
• TRIMS DrawView for site plans 

TRIMS Software International 
3110 N. 19th Ave., Suite 190 

Phoenix, A2 85015 

F o r M o r e I n f o r m a t i o n Ca l l : 
(800)608-7467 
(602)277-0067 

CIRCLE #163 

PAVELEC BROTHERS 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 

V New Construction 
V Renovation 

V Field Drainage Systems 

TONY PAVELEC 
(201) 667-1643 
EMIL PAVELEC 
(201) 939-6182 

98 Evergreen Ave. 
Nutley, NJ 07110 

CIRCLE #164 

ENGRAVED 
YARDAGE 
LABELS 
•Bright Colors «Fasteners included 
•Orders quickly shipped UPS Free Samples! 
N E W I T E M . . ."THE SOLUTION" 
For Areas Without Sprinklers. 
Put Your Message Plus Yardage /cf 
Anywhere: Hazard Points, s 1 8 6 I 
Tees, Practice Ranges. V 
YARD E D G E GOLF P.O. Box 13159 
1-800-284-9273 Wichita, KS 67213 

CIRCLE #165 CIRCLE #166 

Buildings For: 
•Club Houses • 

• Offices • Retail • 
• Cart & Equipment 

Storage« 

LESTER BUILDING SYSTEMS 
A Division of Butler Manufacturing Company Call NOW For 

1 -800-826-4439 F r e o Information! 

• Proven Performance 
• Warranted Satisfaction 

Pre-engineered wood 
frame buildings. 
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Verti-drain suit 
Continued from previous page 

ment would have required a separate ac-
tion, which Redexim didn't care to pur-
sue, said Otto. Consequently, Redexim 
served counter claims on July 14. 

"The fact that it's a countersuit is a 
technicality," said Otto. "Basically what it 
means is, Southern Green saw it coming 
and tried to take an aggressive stance by 
suing first. 

"[The Soil Reliever] is a knock-off as 
far as we're concerned. There are some 
differences but we don't think it's as 
good... They admitted, when we talked to 
them, that they wouldn't have had the 
idea if they hadn't worked for us. 

"The real problem is, there's confusion 
in the marketplace. Among the distribu-
tors on the front lines, it's getting pretty 
ugly. We welcome competition in the in-
dustry. It's a just a question of how that 
competition develops." 

In a statement, Redexim stated the 
countersuit reflects Redexim's philoso-
phy to vigorously defend and protect its 
investments in the development of inno-
vative and patented technology, and to 
protect related proprietary rights. In re-
cent litigation in Germany, Redexim was 
awarded damages for patent infringement 
under the European counterpar t of 
Redexim's United States patent on deep-
tine aerification machines. 

Starting at $ 3 6 9 . 9 5 

PRECISION 
• 

Powerful engine, multidirectional cutting, 
lightweight, fast and easy to use, 

assembled in the USA 

1-800-345-1960 
FAX 3 0 5 - 9 7 3 - 8 0 3 2 

Hovering Trimmers 
3 NEW MODELS 

G C 7 7 2 , G C T I 5 , and GCT21 

POMPANO BEACH, FL 




