Maine court
sides with
injured golfer

FORT KENT, Maine — The
Maine Supreme Court has
upheld a $40,000 jury award to
a woman golfer who was
injured when her own ball
bounced off railroad tracks and
struck her in the face.

Jeannine Pelletier sued the
Fort Kent Golf Club for
damages for nose and facial
injuries. Both sides then
appealed to the state Supreme
Court: Pelletier and her
husband over the amount of
the award and the club to
overturn the verdict.

The club, located in remote
northern Maine at the Cana-
dian border, argued it was not
liable because it did not own
Bangor and Aroostook branch
railway line, which crosses the
club’s first fairway. The line
was little used at the time of
the accident and is idle now.
The rails are visible from the
first tee. Under a club “free
lift” rule, a golfer whose ball
lands near the tracks can move
the ball to the other side.

In upholding the size of the
award and rebuffing the club’s
appeal, the court stated,
“Although the tracks are not
under the club’s absolute
control, the club’s duty
extends to the land which it
has invited golfers to use.”
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Calif. Mayor prefers course to prison

SAN MATEO, Calif. — Irv
Amstrup, the former mayor
of Burlingame, recently pro-
posed shutting down the San
Francisco Jail in San Bruno
and building a golf course on
the site.

Amstrup’s suggestion was
made partly out of frustration
over the reluctance of the San
Francisco Public Utilities Com-
mission toinclude agolfcourse
in its long-range master plans
for the watershed area.

“We need to kick up a
storm and tell them to move
their jail out of our town —
put it in their own town,”
Amstrup said.

“This is something that
everyone could really get be-
hind: golfers, non-golfers,
even the environmentalists.
No one likes the jail there,
everyone wants it to go.

“It is time to start fighting
the infringement of San Fran-
cisco upon our county.”

Newly public Presidio reopens

SAN FRANCISCO — The
complicated transition of the
private Presidio/Army Golf Club
to the public Presidio Golf
Course is complete.

The scenic, historic course —
which is run by Arnold Palmer
Golf Management — opened for
public play in September.

Greens fees are $35 on week-
days and S45 on weekends.

Palmer’s management firm,
which is based in Orlando, Fla.,
and owns or leases 16 golf facili-
tiesin the U.S. and abroad, has a

10-year contract and will play the
National Park Service an undis-
closed percentage of gross re-
ceipts.

The firm has agreed to invest
several million dollars in a new
irrigation system, clubhouse and
golf cars.

“It’s a great golf course which
has had limited public play,” said
John DePriest, general manager
and director of golf for Palmer
Management, “and I think the
excitement is going to be at a
high pitch.”






