GCBAA a ‘force’
with all major

builders oboard

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Nearly
all the country’s full-time golf
course contractors now belong to
the Golf Course Builders Associa-
tion of America (GCBAA), and Ex-
ecutive Director Phil Arnold be-
lieves that is largely due to the cer-
tification program.

“I think the association repre-
sents at least 95 percent of all the
serious full-time golf course build-
ers in the country,” Arnold said.
Whereas few of the firms belonged
when Arnold took the reins five
years ago, “now we have the lead
dogs in the golf course construc-
tion industry,” he said.

Arnold takes no bows for the
growth, reflecting the credit to the
GCBAA accreditation program.

The certification program, he
said, “is becoming the standard by
which builders are judged, and it’s
becoming a requirement. Some
municipalities have required that
in order to bid on a project a com-
pany must be a certified golf course
builder.

Of the GCBAA’s 149 members,
18 are U.S. builders, five foreign
builders and 99 associates. Arnold
said 27 companies have met all the
requirements for certification for
1995. They are:

Atlantic Golf Course Construc-
tion Ltd. (Larry Brown),
Fredericton, New Brunswick,
Canada.; G.A. Blocker Grading
Contractor (Matthew Blocker), Os-
wego, I11.; Brigance Contractors, of
Oxford, Miss.; Buky Golf (Bob
Buky), Mt. Washington, Ky.; Cen-
tral Florida Turf (Jeff Harstine),
Avon Park, Fla.

Also, Paul Clute & Associates
(Paul Clute), Hartland, Mich.;
Daylen, Inc., of Fresno, Calif.; Dye
Construction of California (Neal
Iverson), Denver, Colo.; Eighteen
Construction (Steve Harden), Jack-
sonville, Fla.; Environmental Golf
(S. Gene Giannulli), Santa Ana,
Calif.; Fairway Construction (Glen
Gosch), Temecula, Calif.

Also, G.C.R.I. (John Salyers), Ft.
Pierce, Fla.; Golf Course Construc-
tion (Glenn Caverly), New Hudson,
Mich.; Golf Development Construc-
tion (Clarke Fenimore), Louisville,
Ky.; Golf Works (Frank
Hutchinson), Austin, Texas;
Greenscape Ltd. (Dan Garson),
Palo Alto, Calif.

Guettler & Sons (Philip Guettler),
Ft. Pierce, Fla.; Holmes & Com-
pany of Orlando (James Holmes),
Eatonton, Ga.; Kenova Construc-
tion Corporation (Gary Paumen),
W. Palm Beach, Fla.; Landscapes
Unlimited (Bill Kubly), Lincoln,
Neb.; McDonald & Sons (John A.
McDonald, Sr.) Jessup, Md.; Mid-
west Golf Development, of Cable,
Ohio

Moore Golf (David Canavan),
Culpepper, Va.; Prince Contracting
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American designers still
drive Asia-Pacific market

OBIHIRO, Hokkaido, Japan — After
sevenyears of grueling permitting to meet
local and federal regulations, the 36-hole
Kamishihoro Kogen Golf Club is nearing
completion.

“They're grassing part of the first 18
now, and the entire 36 holes should be
completed by the fall of 1996 and open for
play in summer of 1997,” said course ar-
chitect Robert C. Walker of Atlantic
Beach, Fla.

The 36-hole resort course is being de-
veloped by Seibu Co., owner of the Prince
Hotel chain. “It is more of a stand-lone
facility than others Seibu has done,”
Walker said.

The Kamishihoro Kogen Golf Club
project was signed back in 1987, but it
took seven years to obtain the permits for
construction, Walker said. Causing ma-
jor difficulty in routing the courses is a
regulation that requires a 20-meter-wide
corridor of native vegetation and buffers
between golf holes as well as property
lines.
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SILANG, the Philippines —Bernhard

Langer and Fred Couples have agreed

to design their first signature golf
course projects in The Philippines.
The German and American stars will
each design a course here at a new
36-hole residential community in

this Manila suburb, under agreements
with AFP Retirement and Separation
Benefits System of the Philippines
(AFPRSBS).

International Management Design
(IMD), a division of Cleveland-based
International Management Group, will
provide land-use planning, technical
and design support for Couples and
Langer, as well as general marketing
support.
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HANOI, Vietnam — The Daewoo
Corp. continues to emerge as one of this
country’s most influential foreign inves-
tors, and it has paid dividends in the
development of Van Tri Marsh Golf Re-
sort.

Premier Kiet decreed in July that rice
fields could no longer be converted to
non-agricultural use. Shortly thereafter,
the Korean conglomerate Daewoo re-
ceived a controversial exemption to build

TPC GOES INTERNATIONAL

The International Tournament Players Club in Mito, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan, designed by then-PGA
Tour architect Bobby Weed, is ready for play and will be opened next May. It contains all cool-season
grasses, which is unique for central Japan. Many of its holes resemble Pine Valley in New Jersey.

the 18-hole Van Tri Marsh just outside
the city limits.
The course design and routing have

been finalized, according to architect
Gary Roger Baird of Nashville, Tenn.
Construction should begin sometime in
October, as the rainy season subsides.
The groupis pointing toward a 1997 open-
ing.

With USS500 million already commit-
ted to Vietnam, Daewoo is the country’s
largest South Korean investor, according
to Business News Indochina. Likewise,
Daewoo has committed more funds to
Vietnam than any other country in South-
east Asia. Yet the Vietnamese are protec-
tive of their rice production, and some
object to paddies-turned-golf courses cit-
ing the expense and the game’s appeal to
largely foreign playing populations.

“I'm hopeful that some of the projects
we've created will improve the environ-
mental situations,” said Baird, who has
collaborated with Daewoo on other
projects in China and South Korea. “It
was basically very flat, marshy land. Some
of the paddies we’ve dealt with were pretty
stagnant.

“Many times these big corporations do
their work, reap their profit and leave.
The people at Daewoo are very, very con-
cerned that their efforts, their investments
have a spill down effect to the lower-
income in Vietnam.”

LR N ]

TOKYO — Dye Designs International
Inc. has been extremely active in the
past year on the Japanese golf scene.

The Denver, Colo., USA-based firm has
opened five courses in the past 12 months,
according to O’Brien McGarey, Dye De-
signs director of business development.
Two are in Tokyo, two in Hokkaido and
onein the Nagoya area of Mie Prefecture.

Following are the clubs, their locations
and opening dates:
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HAPEL HILL, N.C. — The

Golf Course Builders Associa

tion of America (GCBAA),
headquartered here, has welcomed
Ryan Inc. Central as a new Charter
Member.

Charter members of the GCBAA
are those members who have a
special interest in the continuing
success and growth of the GCBAA,
and who have expressed their
support by making a one-time
minimum contribution of $5,000
above and beyond their annual
membership dues.

A fourth-generation family
construction company, Ryan Inc.
Central is an outgrowth of an earth-
moving company founded by Patrick
W. Ryan in 1884.

Twenty-five years ago, the
company expanded into golf course
construction.

111-year-old Ryan Central a charter member

Today, Ryan Inc. Central per-
forms all aspects of golf course
construction work, from initial
clearing and mass excavation,
through irrigation and grassing.

Headed up by President Patrick
Ryan (great-great-grandson of the
original founder) and now based in
Janesville, Wis., Ryan Inc. Central
also has branch offices in Elgin, Ill.
and Ijamsville, Md.

Adam Ryan, vice president based
in Elgin, lists site development for
subdivisions, landfills, and golf
courses as three common examples
of the many types of projects that
Ryan Inc. takes on.

For further information about the
GCBAA, contact: Phil Arnold,
executive vice president, GCBAA,
920 Airport Road, Suite 210, Chapel
Hill, NC 27514, 919-942-8922, Fax:
919-942-6955.

GOLF COURSE NEWS

Nelson Wright Haworth
promote 2 in Pacific Rim

HONOLULU, Hawaii — The golf
course architectural design firm Nelson
e Wright ¢ Haworth (NWH) has pro-
moted project managers Mark Miller and
Brett Mogg to the positions of vice presi-
dent and director, respectively.

Miller, who has been with NWH in
Honolulu since 1989 as a project man-
ager, was responsible for the soon-to-
open Royal Kunia Country Club on Oahu.

His most recent project is the newly
opened Shenzhen Xili Golf Course (a
mere 60-minute drive from the center
of Hong Kong), the firm’s first course
of many scheduled to open in China.

Mogg, who divides his time between
Singapore and Sydney, Australia, joined
NWH in 1989 as a project manager.

Mogg’s responsibilities include the
18-hole Guangzhou International Coun-
try Club in Guangzhou, China, which is
scheduled to open in early 1996.
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