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Golf's turf tradition rich in research heroes, pioneers 
B y M I K E K E N N A 

Turfgrass Science, or Division 
C-5 of the Crop Science Society 
of America (CSSA), celebrated 
its 40th anniversary during the 
week of Oct. 30 in St. Louis. 

More than 200 university fac-
ulty, graduate students and pro-
fessionals from the turfgrass in-
dustry honored past pioneers 
and leaders in turfgrass science. 
The one-day symposium and 
evening banquet was just a small 
part of the regularly scheduled 
meeting of CSSA, the American 
Society of Agronomy, and the 
Soil Science Society of America. 

This anniversary honoring the 
scientists and the wonderful 
work they have done during the 
last 40 years, follows the U.S. 
Golf Association's (USGA) cen-
tennial celebration, the USGA 
Green Section's 75th anniversary 
and the 69th year of the Golf 
Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America. Golf has very 
deep roots in turfgrass science 
and the game has played an in-
strumental role in shaping the 
academic programs at universi-
ties across the country. 

Golf unknowingly discovered 
the complexity of the links eco-
system as the game traveled in-
land away from the coastline and 
south toward the tropics. The 
grasses and management prac-
tices that worked in Scotland 
were not as transportable as the 
rules, implements and ball used 
to play the game. 

As our country's turfgrass sci-
entists celebrate, we should take 
a look back into the history of 
the game and its impact on 
turfgrass science. In order to 
prevent the game from being 
nothing more than a rich man's 
sport, a few individuals inter-
ested in the advancement of golf 
believed it was necessary to re-
duce the high cost of building and 
maintaining golf courses and to 
prevent foolish and wasteful main-
tenance methods. Out of this real-
ization, the idea of the Green Sec-
tion was formed in 1920 to devote 
itself to these problems. Seventy-
five years later, the Green Section 
is still pursuing this goal. 

In the early years, nearly all of 
the experimental work with turf 
was carried out at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's Arlington 
Farm in Virginia by Drs. C.V. Piper 
and R.A. Oakley. In a 1925 fund-
ing request titled "Cutting the Cost 
of Golf," it was emphasized that 
research should be "carried on in 
different parts of the country, un-
der varying climatic and soil con-
ditions. Cooperation with the state 
agricultural experiment stations 
and with their trained investiga-
tors is also most desirable. Ex-
pansion of this character is ex-
tremely important — but 
additional funds are required." 

Dr. Michael Kenna is director of 
Green Section research for the U.S. 
Golf Association. He is based in 
Stillwater, Okla. 

By the way, the experiment 
stations still need the money! 

Through the endeavors of the 
Green Section to educate and 
share research results, its pioneer 
scientists had the full cooperation 
of some of the country's best golf 
course superintendents and green 
committee members. Dr. John 
Monteith Jr., in a 1932 speech, 
said: 'The immediate result of this 
educational campaign was to lead 
greenkeeping out of its dark ages 
of mysticism and bunkum and give 
it a modern scientific outlook. This 

does not mean that all green-keep-
ing before the advent of the Green 
Section was shrouded in mysti-
cism and bunkum, neither does it 
mean that it has performed any 
miracle such as placing all green-
keeping ... on a scientific basis." 

The education and research 
activities were the first to ad-
dress the problems of maintain-
ing a golf course and encour-
aged an exchange of opinions 
among early superintendents. 
The formation of small groups, 
as well as the organization of 

what is now the GCSAA, all oc-
curred within a short time after 
the Green Section's birth. Golf 
and turfgrass science were be-
ginning to form the bond that 
still exists today. And, there is 
sufficient "mysticism and bun-
kum" for university scientists 
and superintendents to dispel. 

In 1946, Dr. Fred Grau, then-
director of the Green Section, re-
ported in a press release, entitled 
"Further Progress in the Science 
of Turf," that the Crops Science 
Division of the American Society 

OFF THF RECORD 
of Agronomy was asked to estab-
lish a turfgrass section and to ap-
point a permanent turf commit-
tee. Grau said: 'This action now 
establishes a direct link between 

Continued on next page 

Word is spreading almost as fast as our bentgrasses. 
Joseph M. Hahn, Golf Course Superintendent Oak Hill Country Club Rochester, New York 

Mr. S. Nakano, Greenskeeper Kouraku Golf Club Okayama, Japan 
Garrett Deck, Golf Course Superintendent The Harvest Golf Course Kelowna, BC, Canada 

Gary Dempsey, Golf Course Superintendent New South Wales Golf Club Sydney, Australia 
Mandel Brockington, G.C. Supt. 
Diamante Country Club 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 
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TPCs commit to come under Audubon Cooperat ive Sanctuary umbre l la 
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did a wonderful job in meeting 
the criteria/' said Wayne White, 
general manager at Piper Glen. 
"All in all, we are helping the 
environment and are more in 
tune with water and wildlife man-
agement on our golf course. Ev-
eryone benefits from this." 

Only 49 of the more than 
15,000 golf courses in the United 
States have met all the criteria 
set forth by the ASNY since the 
golf course program was intro-
duced in 1991. The procedure 

begins with a written plan of ac-
tion, followed by implementation 
of programs for wildlife habitat 
management, public/member in-
volvement, Integrated Pest Man-
agement, water conservation and 
water-quality management. 

"It was quite an extensive 
project and our staff put a lot of 
time and effort into it," said Rob-
ert Norton, general manager at 
River Highlands. "It's not just be-
cause we wanted to do it. It was 
the correct thing to do. Being 
right next to the Connecticut River 

and hosting the largest sporting 
event in New England [Canon 
Greater Hartford Open], it is im-
portant for us to be as environ-
mentally conscious as we can be." 

Previously certified within the 
network were the TPC at 
Summerlin in Las Vegas and TPC 
of Michigan in Dearborn.The 
other six TPC facilities are ex-
pected to be certified by mid-1996. 

"The TPC network has always 
tried to be a leader in the golf and 
club industry, and that is reflected 
in our commitment to environmen-

tal excellence through the 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
Program," said Pete Davison, vice 
president of PGA Tour Golf 
Course Properties, Inc. "The 
[Audubon] program gave us a 
vehicle to solidify what we have 
been doing all along." 

The Cooperative Sanctuary 
Program began in 1989 and a 
program for golf courses was 
introduced two years later. 

"You find some who are really 
enthusiastic about it [certifica-
tion] , going above and beyond to 

receive certification," said ASNY 
staff ecologist Maria Briggs. "The 
TPCs fit in that category." 

"The certification program es-
tablished a clear set of guidelines," 
said Cal Roth, the TPC network's 
national director of golf course 
maintenance operations. 

"Just joining the program gave 
us ideas and concepts and en-
dorsed what we already were do-
ing. Through the certification pro-
gram, we have been able to further 
enhance the environmental as-
pects of our properties." 

BENTGRASS 

Good news travels iast. 
Especially when it comes from 
internationally recognized 
professionals. 

That's why demanding super-
intendents worldwide are using 
and endorsing the creeping 
bentgrasses * Providence (SR 
1019), SR 1020, or Dominant™ 
(a blend of the two). 

Of course, that doesn't come 
as any surprise to us. Because 
weVe spent the past several years 
developing and testing our 
cultivars on golf courses and at 
universities with incredible 
results. 

The unanimous conclusion? 
Every aspect of our bentgrasses is 
superior to all other commercially 
available varieties. Color. Texture. 
Density Disease resistance. 
Heat and drought tolerance. 

What's equally important is 
our bentgrasses' performance 
under varied golf course condi-
tions. From America to Australia 
to Africa, our cultivars consis-
tently produce beautiful, fine-
textured greens with true putting 
quality and reduced maintenance. 
And outstanding fairway turf 
with less thatch and excellent 
wear tolerance. These features 
are important to superintendents, 
golfers, architects, and greens 
committees alike. 

Don't just take our word for 
it. Contact your nearest Bentgrass 
Marketing Group member today 
for more information and uni-
versity test results. And be 
prepared to put your course on 
the map. 
•Providence and SR 1020 are protected under the 

U.S. Plant Variety Protection Act. 

SEED tl RESEARCH 
O F O R E G O N , INC. 

PO. Box 1416 • Corvallis, OR 97339, USA 
Telephone: 1-800-253-5766 • Fax: 1-503-758-5305 

CIRCLE #114 

Agra Turf 
Searcy, AR • (501) 268-7036 

Agrico Sales Ltd. 
Delta, B.C. • (604) 940-0290 

Agriturf, Inc. 
Hatfield, MA • (413) 247-5687 

Andersen Turf Supply, Inc. 
Huntington Beach, CA • (714) 897-0202 

Arkansas Valley Seed Co. 
Denver, CO • (303) 320-7500 

Automatic Rain Company 
Menlo Park, CA • (415) 323-5161 

Arthur Clesen, Inc. 
Wheeling, IL • (708) 537-2177 

Everero Sales Inc. 
Kirkland, WA • (206) 940-8873 

Farmers Marketing Corporation 
Phoenix, AZ • (602) 437-4058 

Germain's 
Fresno, CA • (800) 688-8873 

Green Valley Turf Farms 
Canfield, OH • (216) 533-3354 

Green Velvet Sod Farms 
Bellbrook, OH • (513) 848-2501 

Indiana Seed Co. 
Noblesville, IN • (800) 562-2459 

Kelly Seed Company, Inc. 
Hartford, AL • (334) 588-6144 

L.L. Olds Seed Co. 
Madison, WI • (608) 249-9291 

Peterson Seed Co. 
Savage, MN • (800) 328-5898 

Professional Turf Center, Inc. 
Tigard, OR • (800) 894-7333 

Professional Turf Specialties, Inc. 
Champaign, IL • (217) 352-0591 

Proseed Turf Supply, Inc. 
Chantilly, VA • (800) 753-7333 

Rothwell Seeds Ltd. 
Lindsay, Ontario • (705) 324-9591 

Royal Seeds, Inc. 
Kansas City, MO • (800) 753-0990 

Seed Research of California 
Loomis, CA • (916) 652-1020 

Seed Research—Texas 
Dallas, TX • (214) 905-1020 
Belton, TX • (817) 939-9306 

Southeastern Turf Grass Supply 
Jacksonville, FL • (800) 327-7218 

Sweeney Seed Company 
King of Prussia, PA • (800) 544-7311 

Turf and Garden 
Chesapeake, VA • (804) 543-2071 

Turfgrass, Inc. 
South Lyon, MI • (810) 437-1427 

Twin Light Fertilizer & Seed Co. 
Monmouth Junction, NJ • (800) 522-4769 

United Seeds 
Omaha, NE • (402) 331-4800 

Walker Supply Inc. 
Pittsburgh, PA • (412) 561-9055 

Westgro Horticultural Supply, Inc. 
Calgary, Alberta • (403) 287-3988 

History's heroes 
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the leading agronomic science or-
ganizations in the U.S. and the 
various phases of applied turf 
management, the Greenkeepers 
Society of America (now the 
GCSAA) in particular. Further-
more, it enables scientists to 
meet on an unbiased common 
ground for the purpose of inte-
grating their research activities 
and harmonizing the future de-
velopment of the national turf 
program in all its phases." 

For the first time, turf achieved 
recognition as an important na-
tional entity. Nine years later, 
turfgrass science had its own 
division of the CSSA. 

The USGA was fortunate to 
have scientists like Drs. Piper, 
Oakley, Monteith and Grau lead 
the way for the Green Section, 
greenkeeping and turfgrass sci-
ence. The accomplishments 
made by scientists during the 
last 40 years were achieved, in 
part, due to the early efforts of 
these and many other pioneers 
who were encouraged and sup-
ported by the game of golf. 

Now, more than ever, golf is 
needed to help maintain the pro-
grams at our universities and ag-
ricultural experiment stations. 
The USGA turfgrass and envi-
ronmental research programs 
cannot support these institutions 
alone. 

In the 1931 Golfers Yearbook, 
Monteith wrote: "No one seri-
ously believes that the golfer's 
ideal of turf will ever be fully 
realized, for as the present gen-
eration of golfers with modern 
conception of golf turf passes on 
to its reward of broad fairways 
and one-putter greens on the 
flawless courses of the Great 
Beyond, new golfers will no 
doubt replace them with new 
standards and the never-ending 
criticisms of playing conditions. 

"Nevertheless, the rapidly ac-
cumulating knowledge of turf cul-
ture is making it possible for clubs 
to maintain far better turf today 
than was possible only a few years 
ago, and the same marked im-
provement can reasonably be ex-
pected in the future. Progress, 
however, can only be made in any 
field in direct proportion to the 
finding and dissemination of new 
information, new methods and 
unfailing interest." 
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