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Resort membership? 
CMAA mulls options 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

Expanding its educational program to include more 
offerings of interest to managers of upscale public 
resorts is one of the items that could be considered as 
the Club Managers Association of America (CMAA) 
reviews its strategic plan in the coming months. 

CMAA's main goal is to broaden employment pros-
pects for its 5,000 members, explained James 
Singerling, executive director of the Arlington, Va.-
based organization for private club managers. In-
creasingly, private clubs are competing financially 
against public facilities, such as upscale resorts. 

Resorts sometimes have far superior amenities 
and accommodations than nearby private clubs. With 
hotel rooms running at $350 a night and green fees of 
$150 per round not uncommon, upscale resorts are 

Continued on page 46 

A N A T I O N A L E X H I B I T I O N A N D G O N F E R E N G E F O R O W N E R S , 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T S , M A N A G E R S . A N D D E V E L O P E R S D F 

P U B I I G A G G E S S G O L F F A C I L I T I E S 

COMEBACK COURSE 
The 5th hole at Ipswich (Mass.) Country Club hasn't always been so idyllic. A victim of the '80s 
real estate bust, Ipswich fell into disrepair and nearly went under before solid management 
turned things around. For story, see page 10. 

Cactus forest preserved via transplantation 
B y J E R R Y R O S E 

TUCSON, Ariz. — Star-
tling vistas, colorful sun-
sets, giant cacti, splashes 
of green in the midst of 
desert. This is golf in the 
Southwest. Now, a Scot-
tsdale developer, Raven 
Golf, has created what may 

N E W S P A P E R 

be a golf course construc-
tion prototype for preserv-
ing desert vegetation and 
animals. 

"We really wanted to 
show ourselves as good 
citizens of the community 
and good stewards of the 
land," said spokesman 
Steve Adelson, speaking of 
the extraordinary lengths 
n a v e n Golf went to in pro-

ting the integrity of the 
noran Desert surround-

at The Raven Golf 
ib at Sabino Springs 
re. "It's our sincere be-
? that great golf can and 

should co-exist with its 
environment. That is why 

Continued on page 39 

A cactus is spared through pres-
ervation at Raven GC, Sabino 
Springs course, in Tucson, Ariz. 

particularly fond of them 
because everyone can use 
them, not just the 10 per-
cent of the population who 
call themselves golfers. 

"Anyone can hit a bucket 
of balls on the range or try a 
few putts. Practice centers 
reach a bigger audience 
than a municipal golf 
course," said Bill Kerman, 
an associate designer in 
Michael Hurdzan's course 
design office. Hurdzan will 
speak at Golf Course Expo 
on The Value and Trends 
in Golf Learning Centers 
at, Nov. 9-10, in Orlando. 

Continued on page 54 

Super survey 
reveals concern 
and confusion 
B y M A R Y M E D O N I S 

An overwhelming major-
ity of superintendents call 
themselves "very con-
cerned" about the environ-
ment and nearly one-third 
feel government agencies 
provide inadequate dis-
posal methods and other 
pertinent information, ac-
cording to a survey. 

A questionnaire sent to 
superintendents across 
the country to elicit their 
views on environmental 
matters garnered more 
than 40 responses. While 
they do not provide a ran-
dom sampling statistically, 
they demonstrate varied 
opinions dealing with dif-
ferent state organizations, 
on a wide variety of golf 
course conditions. 

There seems to be no 
Continued on page 24 

THROUGH PROFIT... 

Learning 
centers 
in vogue 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

They can make money, 
lots of money. And they 
don't cost much, relatively 
speaking. For those rea-
sons, practice centers are 
becoming increasingly 
popular among public and 
private developers. 

Governmental bodies are 
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local distributor to set up a demo and 

trial period for your key staff 

members. You won't find a better tool 

to help you keep your facility in peak 

condition - or one that gets your staff 

to work so early. 

TORO 
Helping You Put Quality Into Play,T 

For a demonstration, call 
1-800-803-8676, ext. 152 

all be transplanted boasted the 
la rges t concentra t ion of 
saguaros in the world — about 
2,500 specimens. 

The use of so many salvaged 
plants has made the clearing and 
grading of The Raven Golf Club 
more expensive than similar de-
velopments, but Adelson sees it 
as an overall plus for the club. 

"Sure it costs more, but it's 
going to make a huge difference 
in the quality of the golf experi-
ence and in how the golf course 
relates to its environment," said 
Adelson. "These mature 
saguaros and other plants are 
going to lend beauty to the 
course that cannot be duplicated 
by man. And, by keeping the land 
in its natural state as much as 
possible, we can keep the sur-
rounding desert healthy. How 
can you put a price tag on that?" 

While Hart and his staff take 
care of the plant life, The Raven's 
development is being monitored 
by two independent biologists 
from Tucson-based Harris Envi-
ronmental Group who watch out 
for the native animals. 

Not only do these two conduct 
studies to ensure that the devel-
opment won't negatively impact 
the local wildlife, but, many times, 
they even walk in front of the bull-
dozers to scare rabbits and other 
critters out of the way. 

And, if they find one that's sick 
or hurt, the biologists cooperate 
with the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department to nurse the animal 
back to health and find it a suit-
able new home. 

According to Lisa Harris, 
founder of Harris Environmen-
tal Group, this is the first project 
she is aware of that has had bi-
ologists follow through with all 
phases of development. 

"I feel Raven Golf has tried 
very hard to live up to the regu-
lations," said Harris. "I think they 
are doing a very good job. The 
whole project has been wonder-
ful — not just the cactus but 
looking out for the animals too." 

In all, this project has been 
called one of the largest desert-
preservation efforts ever under-
taken. 

RBI forms 
golf division 

LITTLETON, Colo. — RBI 
Golf, a new subsidiary of Littleton 
contrac t ing firm Randall & 
Blake, Inc. (RBI), is set to do 
more than $15 million in its first 
year, with five golf courses al-
ready in the works. 

RBI has been involved in con-
struction of more than 40 golf 
courses in its 20 years. RBI cre-
ated RBI Golf the first of Octo-
ber after completing more than 
25 golf course projects over the 
last five years, including Casper 
(Wyo.) Municipal, Kennedy Golf 
Course in Denver and Logan 
(Utah) Municipal Golf Course. 

On several of the courses 
charted for completion in 1996 
RBI Golf is an equity partner as 
well as general contractor. 
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Raven creates 
desert prototype 
Continued from page 1 
we welcomed the cooperation 
with the county to draw up a plan 
for preserving the beauty and 
natural health of this area." 

"Everyone out here has a sin-
cere respect for the desert, and 
none of us wants to see it dam-
aged," said project horticulturist 
Bruce Hart. "I think that through 
our efforts here, we can set a pre-
cedent for how other develop-
ments in the area treat the land." 

The Raven is a 6,900-yard, par-

71 Robert Trent Jones Jr.-de-
signed track that will serve as 
the centerpiece of a new 410-
acre master-planned commu-
nity. It is nestled on the out-
skirts of Tucson between the 
open expanse of sou thern 
Arizona's Coronado National 
Forest and the foothills of the 
Santa Catalina Mounta ins . 
Though the area appears rug-
ged enough to take nearly any-
thing a developer could dish out, 
the ecosystem it supports is 
among the most fragile on earth. 

Because of this, Raven Golf 
chose to work closely with the 
Pima County Board of Supervi-

sors and local environmentalists 
to draft an extensive desert pres-
ervation plan before the first 
spade of earth was turned. 

The final plan called for hiring 
a horticulturist and two biolo-
gists to oversee every aspect of 
the development process and 
ensure that construction of the 
golf course disturbed the natu-
ral environment as little as pos-
sible. 

Hart owns BK Cacti, a company 
that specializes in transplanting 
the fragile giant saguaros and 
other sensitive desert vegetation. 

The preservation plan agreed 
to by Pima County and The Raven 

calls for at least 50 percent of the 
stately giant saguaros on the 
property to be preserved and 
used throughout the develop-
ment. However, Hart and Tuc-
son-based D&T Cactus Salvage 
Co. have gone well beyond that, 
salvaging as much as 85 percent 
of the cacti. 

To date, they have preserved 
8,000 to 10,000 mature saguaros 
(many of them hundreds of years 
old) as well as thousands of na-
tive trees, smaller cacti and other 
plants. 

At one time, the six-acre nurs-
ery The Raven constructed to 
house the plants until they could 
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