
Call them Med ic ines / not pesticides, Vargas urges 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

OTTAWA— Saying pesticides applied 
to turfgrass are in many cases less toxic 
than foods and medicines people ingest 
every day, Dr. Joseph Vargas told golf 
course superintendents the public debate 
is ill-focused. 

"The debate today is over whether we 
ought to be using synthetic pesticides," 
he said. "The debate that ought to be 
enjoined is, should we be using synthetic 
pesticides, and limiting the last spray to 
reduce the residue that is on the crop 
with the ability to wipe this pesticide off 

Green„ 
To you, no color is more valuable. 

Everyday you spend hours pampering 
your turf in pursuit of the lushest 
green possible. The instruments you 
use are as important as the grounds 
you groom. But, top-quality land-
scaping supplies and equipment can 
be as elusive as green itself. 

At Forestry Suppliers, Inc.™, we 
make it easy to find everyday turf 
management and development sup-
plies in one convenient place - our 
NEW Catalog 46. You'll be surprised 
with the abundant variety of items 
found throughout the 544pages of 
this FREE catalog. Here are just a few! 

• Soil Sampling Equipment 
• Soil&pH Test Kits 
• Urometers & Tensiometers 
• Water Testing Equipment 
• Aquatic Plant Control 
• Shovels, Rakes & Spades 
• Seeders & Spreaders 
• Sprayers with Accessories 
• Water Coolers 
• Erosion Control Blankets 
• Stake Wire Flagging 
• Boundary Rope & Stakes 

At Forestry Suppliers, Inc., well 
help keep you in the green. To see for 
yourself, call today for your FREE 
copy of Catalog 46. It's NEW! 

CALL TOLL-FREE 
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800-543-4203 
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the outside of the crop? Or should we be 
trying to produce naturally organic foods 
that can be grown without pesticides but 
which contain natural pesticides and tox-
ins?" 

"For all the fear mongering about pes-
ticides, they can't find a victim to bring 
onto center stage," the Michigan State 
University professor of botany and plant 
pathology told the Canadian Golf Super-
intendents Association Conference. 

"The biggest mistake we ever made 
was calling things we use to control plant 
diseases 'pesticides,' while people who 
use-things to control human diseases call 
them 'medicine,' " he said. "It doesn't 
matter if you are controlling a bacterial 
disease in a person or on a plant, you use 
a bactericide. It doesn't matter if you are 
controlling a fungal disease on a plant or 
on a person, you are using a fungicide. 
But, unfortunately, when we use them on 
a plant we call them pesticides. 

"When we use the same products on 
people we call them medicine. And 
there is a perception that medicines 
are good and pesticides are bad, when 
in reality they are oftentimes the same 
chemistry." 

He said, for example: 

• Pneumonia, strep throat, tuberculo-
sis controlled by antibiotics like strepto-
mycin and oxytetracycline. You put these 
materials in your body through your di-
gestive tract and throughout your veins. 
Yet, we use the same materials on bacte-
ria wilt and you are required to wear a 
respirator and protective clothing. 

• Micosin and miconazol, two ingredi-
ents in the turf fungicide Banner, are also 
active ingredients for treating athlete's 
foot, jock itch and vaginal yeast infection. 
"[Golfers] ask, 'Is it all right to walk on 
the golf course after you've sprayed Ban-
ner out there?' and think nothing of spray-
ing or rubbing the same chemistry on 
sensitive parts of our bodies," Vargas 
asked. 

• Triazole chemistry was first used 
solely for human medicine, and "the ones 
that weren't as active on the human fungi 
they used on agricultural crops — all the 
same chemistry, yet one is considered 
bad and one good," he said. 

• Athlete's foot is a fungicide. And if 
you have head and body lice, you con-
trol them with the same miticide that is 
used in agricultural and ornamental 
crops. 

• Carbaryl is used in the insecticide 
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Sevin to control cutworms, grubs and 
ants — and also in products to control tics 
and fleas on dogs. "Again, that's consid-
ered good because it's dog spray," Vargas 
said, "And people will ask, 'You just 
sprayed my lawn. Is it safe to let my dog 
or cat our there?' " 

• When used to control spider mites on 
ornamentals, lindane is considered a 
mitacide or pesticide. Yet when a doctor 
treats body lice with Quell, it is 1 percent 
lindane in hand cream. 

Vargas added that some pesticides are 
very toxic while some are not, and herbi-
cides are much safer. Referring to LD50 
— the chemical dosage that will kill or 
control 50 percent of the population of a 
pest — he said: "We do not have a fungi-
cide with an LD50 lower than caffeine... 
We have one fungicide more toxic than 
aspirin, four fungicides more toxic than 
salt, and six more toxic than ethyl alco-
hol." 

While saying he was not painting a 
picture of pesticides as always safe, 
Vargas said the media and public atten-
tion paid them has been excessive. 

Drawing on Dr. Bruce Ames' research 
at University of California-Berkeley — 
which concluded that 99 percent of the 
pesticides the public consumes are 
naturally occurring, Vargas said: "They 
isolated 42 toxins from plants. Twenty 
were found to be carcinogenic [cancer-
causing] . If you took this natural chemi-
cal out of a tomato plant or broccoli 
plant, isolated it, remanufactured it and 
tried to register it as a pesticide you 
could not do it because it is a carcino-
gen. 

"Yet every day you ingest them and 
people keep clamoring for resistant plants 
so that we don't have to use synthetic 
pesticides on them." 
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Coaching Great Mike Ditka says, 
"Easy Marker is the perfect tool for your 

temporary marking needs!" 
e a s y marker® 

"Meets temporary marking needs for special 
events, construct ion and utility projects, 
golf course and landscape work. Saves 
money by clearly marking work sites with 
instructions to avoid costly mistakes." 
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SUPER STRIPER 

STRIPE... $ 4 9 

• Parking Lots! 
• Warehouse Floors! 
• Athletic Fields! 

S U P E R S T R I P E ® T R A F F I C POWER 
PAINT CARTRIDGES Perfect for either 
covering old faded lines or for striping 
new ones. Paint is fast drying, offers 

one coat coverage even on a variety of surfaces and comes 
in eight choices of colors. One case will cover about 2,400 
linear feet of bright crisp 3" lines. 

12 (18 oz.) cans per case $ 4 9 9 5 
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with modified acrylic for a harder 
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SPRAY CAN - specially 
designed with the patent-
ed EASY MARKER/TRIG 
A-CAP nozzle for consis-
tent paint flow, easily 
inserted into the holder 

Lightweight 
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is the Ultimate 

Temporary Marking 
Tool! 

Only $895 
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HANDLE -
revised plastic 
grip with locking 
option for 
extended use 

PLUS. . . 
detachable 
Wheel to aid in 
the application of 
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simply remove 
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• Construction 

• Utility 
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• Landscaping 

• Golf Courses 

easy marker ®/trig-a-cap® 
POWER PAINT CARTRIDGES 
Best paint on the market because it's loaded with 
pigment which means you get more marks from 
every can, about 
21/2 miles per 
case! Available in 
paint cartridges or 
in chalk for less 
permanent mark-
ing. Can be used 
out of the holder 
for hand marking. Made exclusively for use in 
easy markers and for handheld applications. Call 
for the full selection of colors. 

12 (17 oz.) cans per case $2850 
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product information or call: 
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