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* — Commercially available in the United States in 1995.

The following are conditions at the sites of the bentgrass national tests, including, in order, location,
soil texture, soil pH, nitrogen applied (in pounds per 1,000 square feet), mowing height (in inches) and
irrigation practiced:

Blending cultivars the answer for some

By MARK LESLIE

Turfgrass blends. For some golf course
superintendents, they are the answer to the
equation as to the best turfgrass to buy.

Providence and SR 1020 equal Domi-
nant. Cato and Crenshaw equal CNC.

The idea is simple. Seed your favorite
grass along with another that has charac-
teristics lacking in your favored turf. For
instance, Crenshaw is susceptible to dol-
lar spot. Cato is not. Mixing the two re-
sults in an excellent blend.

The demand certainly exists. “I get 20
calls a week for Crenshaw and Cato, and
Idon’teven sellit,” said Steve Tubbs, vice
president of Turf Merchants Inc. “I know
there is demand that is not being met.
[Blends] are real and they are making
their mark, especially under the banner
of being heat-tolerant.”

With a rash of new, high-quality grasses
entering the marketplace this fall, more
possibilities exist for blends. The most pro-

nounced appears to be Lofts’ Crenshaw
and L-93. Pickseed West owns Cato, mak-
ing the Crenshaw-Cato mix a bit of a prob-
lem. The appearance of 1.-93 as a top-rated
cultivar solves that problem.

Indeed, Lofts research director Dr. Rich
Hurley said: “We’d actually like a three-
way blend: L-93, Crenshaw and
Southshore. Crenshaw-Southshore has
been popular.”

Dr. Milt Engelke of Texas A&M Univer-
sity added that superintendents can take
advantage of some of the aggressive new
grasses “that tend to thatch but have tre-
mendous traffic tolerance... If the course
will run only 10,000 to 20,000 rounds, they
need a light Crenshaw in the blend or to do
heavy verticutting. Ifa super understands a
grass’s strengths and weaknesses and man-
agestoward them, the management doesn’t
have to precludeitsuse. PSU Al and A4 and
the PSU G2 and G6 produce heavy thatch.
But you can manage for that.”

AZ1 — Tucson, Ariz., sand, 7.6-8.5, 3.1-4.0, 0.1575, to prevent siress.

CO1 — Fort Collins, Colo., sandm, 7.1-7.5, 4.1-5.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

GA1 — Griffin, Ga. (high soil pH), sandy clay loam, 5.6-6.0, 2.1-3.0, 0.6, to prevent siress.
GA2 — Griffin, Ga. (low soil pH), sandy clay loam, 3.6-4.5, 2.1-3.0, 1.0, no irrigation.

IA1 — Ames, lowa, silty clay loam, 7.1-7.5, 3.1-4.0, 0.5, to prevent stress.

ILT — Urbana, IIl., silt loam and silt, N/A, 2.1-3.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

IL2 — Carbondale, lIl., silty clay loam, 6.1-6.5, 3.1-4.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

KS1 — Manhattan, Kan., sand, 7.6-8.5, 3.1-4.0, 0.1562, to prevent stress.

KY1 — Lexington, Ky., sand, N/A, 4.1-5.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.

KY2 — Lexington (Griffin Gate GC), sand, N/A, 4.1-5.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.

MAT1 — Amherst, Mass., sandy loam, 6.1-6.5, 3.1-4.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

MI1 — East Lansing, Mich., loamy sand, 6.6-7.0, 8.1+, 0.1875, to prevent stress.

MN1 — St. Paul, Minn., silty clay loam, 7.5, 2.1-3.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

MO1 — Columbia (traffic), Mo., sand, 7.1-7.5, 5.1-6.0, 0.1562, to prevent stress.

MO2 — Columbia, Mo., (no traffic), silt loam and silt, 6.1-6.5, 1.1-2.0, 0.1562, to prevent stress.
NH1 — Durham, N.H., sandy loam, 5.6-6.0, 3.1-4.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

NJ1 — North Brunswick, N.J., sandy loam, 6.1-6.5, 4.1-5.0, 0.25, to prevent stress.

OK1 — Stillwater, Okla., sand, 7.1-7.5, 4.1-5.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.

PA1 — University Park, Pa., loamy sand, 6.1-6.5, 2.1-3.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

RIT — Kingston, R.1., silt loam and silt, 6.6-7.0, 4.1-5.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.

SC1 — Florence, S.C., sandy loam, 6.1-6.5, 5.1-6.0, 0.25, to prevent stress.

TX1 — Dallas, Texas, loamy sand, 6.1-6.5, 7.1-8.0, 0.15-0.25, to prevent stress.

VA1 — Blacksburg, Va., sand, 5.6-6.0, 5.1-6.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent dormancy.

WA1 — Pullman, Wash., silt loam and silt, 5.6-6.0, 3.1-4.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.
WAS3 — Puyallup, Wash., (native soil), sandy loam, 5.6-6.0, 5.1-6.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.
WA4 — Puyallup, sand, 6.1-6.5, 7.1-8.0, 0.0-0.5, to prevent stress.

WI1 — Madison, Wis., sand, 7.6-8.5, 2.1-3.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.

WI2 — Maidson, silt loam and silt, 6.6-7.0, 2.1-3.0, 0.1875, to prevent stress.
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advantage of them by changing manage-
ment practices... The super has to get to
know his environment, which greens are
problem greens, and manage that way.”
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