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Top dressing
breakthrough:
Crumb rubber

By MARK LESLIE

WILMINGTON, Ohio — After five
years of extensive study, Michigan
State University (MSU) researchers
are recommending crumb rubber, or
finely chopped automobile tires, as a
top dressing for high-traffic areas on
golf courses and athletic fields.

“As much as we incorporated it
into the soil profile, we never saw the
panacea that people wanted. But we
did find great results when top dress-
ing it onto established turf,” Dr. John
“Trey” Rogers III of MSU said of

crumb rubber.

“When we incorporated it, the rub-
Continued on page 25
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The world of public-access golf marks two momentous occasions in July. New York
City’s Van Cortlandt Park Golf Course (above), the nation’s oldest public-access
course, celebrates it centenary this month. For the story on its week-long commemo-
ration, see page 35. Meanwhile, the nation’s 15,000th facility has opened for play:
Poolsbrook Golf Course, a family-run daily-fee in Kirkville, N.Y. See story page 46.
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Claims drain
funding for
UST clean-up

By PETER BLAIS

Nebraska recently de-
layed the clean-up of some
6,000 contaminated under-
ground storage tank (UST)
sites because its state-con-
trolled cleanup fund is al-
most out of money. This
spring, cash-strapped New
Mexico diverted half the
S$14 million in its UST
clean-up and indemnifica-
tion fund to other uses.
Michigan declared its fund
insolvent in April and went
out of business for good
June 29, forcing tank own-
ers there to seek private
insurance to meet the fed-
eral mandate of $1 million
in liability coverage per
incident.

State UST funds in
Florida and Illinois could
soon run out money, ac-
cording to Dennis Rounds,

Continued on page 37
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NOT A CORNSTALK IN SIGHT

Cooks Creek, a collaborative effort between Dr. Michael Hurdzan and touring pro John Cook,
used to be a cornfield. Now it's Ashville, Ohio’s newest attraction. For story, see page 27.

Taxing setback
in Florida court

By HAL PHILLIPS

NAPLES, Fla. — A pre-
cedent-setting battle is
brewing here in South
Florida where 12 Collier
County golf clubs have
challenged their property
assessments in court.

For the moment, golf
industry fortunes are flag-
ging. Judge Ted Brous-
seau has upheld the mu-
nicipal appraisal of
Quail Creek Country Club
in Naples, which argued
the assessment was more
than $3 million too high.

However, the remaining
11 clubs have yet to have

Continued on page 43

Ever-shrinking dollar
posing problems
for manufacturers

By HAL PHILLIPS

America’s ongoing currency
woes are beginning to affect golf
course industry firms, some of
which have discarded product lines dependent on
overseas manufacturing agreements. Others con-
tinue to monitor the situation closely, recognizing
the possibility that plunging dollar values may ren-
der those agreements unfeasible in the long-term.

“Anybody importing from Japan any commodity is
impacted by the currency situation,” said John
Brozek, director of industrial Product Sales at
Daihatsu, which will cease production of its Hijet
utility vehicle in December.

Like Daihatsu, Mitsubishi manufacturers its
Mighty Mit utility vehicle in Japan, but that will soon
end, confirmed Bob Hertel, industrial vehicle man-
Continued on page 41

Peter Whurr,
Ransomes America



West Coast buys

out Warren’s
Calif. branch

WINCHESTER, Calif. — With
its acquisition of the Warren’s
Turf operation here, West Coast
Turf has added another arrow to
its increasingly replete quiver.

The Warren purchase, final-
ized May 1, is 1995’s first signifi-
cant move for Palm Desert-based
West Coast Turf, which bought
out Foster Turf Products and
opened its Las Vegas office in
1994.

The 200 acres here — just one
of many Warren’s locations —
feature three types of hybrid
Bermudagrass, as well as St.
Augustine, and tall fescue
turfgrasses. The newest West
Coast Turf office serves South-
ern California’s Inland Empire.

“The Winchester location has
both warm- and cool-season
grasses, and securing that inven-
tory will enable us to broaden our
productline,” explained John Fos-
ter, president of West Coast Turf.
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ITPF awards $20,000 in research grants

ROLLING MEADOWS, Ill. —
Research grants totaling $20,000
have been awarded to four uni-
versity research bodies by the
International Turf Producers
Foundation based here.

These projects were selected
by the Foundation’s Research
Committee from among 12 stud-
ies submitted by 21 researchers
at 10 institutions, requesting a
total of $121,500 for the 1994-95
fiscal year. Projects receiving
support this year are:

“Limiting Chemical Input in
Turf Production Through Treat-
ment Thresholds for White
Grubs,” Dr. Robert Crocker,
Texas A & M University.

“Biological Control of Annual
Bluegrass,” Dr. Paul Goodwin,
University of Guelph.

“Resistance of Kentucky Blue-
grass Cultivars to Necrotic Ring
Spot,” Dr. Tom Hsiang, Univer-
sity of Guelph.

“Advancement of Genetic Re-
sistance in Bluegrass and Creep-
ing Bentgrass to Patch Dis-

Dealing with the

Continued from page 1

ager for the company. Was it a
weak dollar or the Mighty Mit’s
disappointing penetration into
the highly competitive utility
vehicle market? “I don’t have a
comment on that,” said Hertel.

At Ransomes America Corp.,
production ofits lightweight util-
ity vehicle, the Sprinter, has
fallen under increased in-house
scrutiny. Aside from its steering
apparatus and the rear cargo box,
the Sprinter is manufactured by
Korean conglomerate Hyundai.

“If the [U.S.] currency contin-
ues to go to hell in a hand bas-
ket, we've got to do something
or our customer will go else-
where,” said Peter Whurr, direc-
tor of product management and
training at Ransomes America
Corp. “Obviously, the world cur-
rency situation is worrying us...
Americais a very price-sensitive
market, probably more so than
other parts of the world. To com-
pete in this market, you have to
offer a good product at a good
price. And if the currency situa-
tion squeezes you there, it’s just
not feasible.

“We have inventory, parts and
supplies of the [Sprinter] prod-
uct and we intend to fully back
the product up. But we are moni-
toring the situation.”

Whurr explained that
Ransomes’ Edgewater, Fla., fa-
cility manufactures products
similar to the Sprinter: the UTV,
UTV Max and other, larger in-
dustrial vehicles. “If things con-
tinue along the same lines,
we may have to assume manu-
facture of the Sprinter in
Edgewater,” he said.

Ironically, the golf industry
rumor mill has been rife with
talk of Kubota pulling a portion
of its product line off the U.S.
market because of the weak dol-
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shrinking dollar

lar. Yet the discontinuation of
one Kubota line, gang reels, ap-
pears unrelated to currency is-
sues.

“We're pulling out of the seven-
gang and five-gang reel market,”
explained Paul Williams, tractor
and implement product manager
at Kubota. “That’s basically due
to the loss of our manufacturer,
Roseman, out of Chicago, which
has closed its doors. That has
presented our no. 1 dilemma.

“In light of that, it’s been ex-
tremely difficult. We've elected
to step out of that market at this
point in time. We have every in-
tention of supporting those units

in the field. We can’t let those
customers down.”

In fact, Williams added that
Kubota has been pleased with
the performance of its tractor
and F-series products. The M-
series — a 42-horsepower trac-
tor with low-emission engines —
begins production this month
and should hit the market in Sep-
tember, he said.

Whurr, for one, said he wasn’t
surprised to hear of Kubota’s
here-to-stay attitude.

“We're probably one of the
biggest users of Kubota engines
outside Kubota. So if there were
any changes in store, I would
imagine we would have heard
about it,” he said.

eases,” Dr. Henry Wilkinson,
University of Illinois.

Funding for the International
Turf Producers Foundation Re-
search Grants comes from an
annual contribution by Turfgrass
Producers International as well
asindividual contributions made
to the foundation general fund.

Each fall, more than 300 indi-
vidual turfgrass researchers are
invited to submit research pro-
posals for funding consideration.

For more information, contact
TPI at 800-405-8873.

-

(and we mean in addition to your score!)

Preserve your Golf Course

% With accurate mapping of topographic features
of greens and surrounding areas

New Courses

% As built drawings of tees, fairways & greens
% Accurate square footages

Laser Measurements

% Standard tee to green
% Sprinkler heads
% Ponds, traps, streams

CALL FOR QUOTATIONS & DETAILS
1-800-362-0646

Natural Disasters Happen

— Greens —

supply lakes an

P. O. Box 238423

TEE TO GREEN I

¢ Reduces Accumulated Organic Matter on
Fairways — Tees

Eliminates Black Algae Growth.
Restores Aerification to Soil.
Enhances Root Growth.
Reduces Soluable Salts.

Restores water auallt% and clarity to
ponds.

100% Environmentally Safe.

USING BIOREMEDIATION

1-800-705-7450
Allandale, Florida 32123

CIRCLE #134

CIRCLE #133
WATER & TURF RESTORATION
G FLORIDA €O, Hot Spots?
¢ Greens & Tees s“l’lp “’as"", : -‘{1’:;"
e Fairways & Wet Hot Spots FAST g
¢ Athletic Fields 2 &u’.’?ﬁe

WETTING
FORK.

(U.S. Patent #5,398,445)

The Wetting Fork...

* Wets hydrophobic spots in
10 seconds or less

* Is made of lightweight but
durable aluminum

* Has new improved stainless
steel tines that can be used
to inject fertilizers,
fungicides and insecticides
or wetting agents

* Helps control Fairy Ring

* Saves handwatering cost by
wetting hydrophobic dry
spots quickly and efficiently

* Reduces wetting agent use

Available Through
Professional Turf Distributors

Ask for a free demonstration!

For your nearest Distributor, call:
THE THINKING SUPERINTENDENT CO. 1-800-200-3810
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