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Top dressing 
breakthrough: 
Crumb rubber 
B y M A R K L E S L I E 

WILMINGTON, Ohio—After five 
years of extensive study, Michigan 
State University (MSU) researchers 
are recommending crumb rubber, or 
finely chopped automobile tires, as a 
top dressing for high-traffic areas on 
golf courses and athletic fields. 

"As much as we incorporated it 
into the soil profile, we never saw the 
panacea that people wanted. But we 
did find great results when top dress-
ing it onto established turf," Dr. John 
"Trey" Rogers III of MSU said of 
crumb rubber. 

"When we incorporated it, the rub-
Continued on page 25 

Claims drain 
funding for 
UST clean-up 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

Nebraska recently de-
layed the clean-up of some 
6,000 contaminated under-
ground storage tank (UST) 
sites because its state-con-
trolled cleanup fund is al-
most out of money. This 
spring, cash-strapped New 
Mexico diverted half the 
$14 million in its UST 
clean-up and indemnifica-
tion fund to other uses. 
Michigan declared its fund 
insolvent in April and went 
out of business for good 
June 29, forcing tank own-
ers there to seek private 
insurance to meet the fed-
eral mandate of $1 million 
in liability coverage per 
incident. 

State UST funds in 
Florida and Illinois could 
soon run out money, ac-
cording to Dennis Rounds, 

Continued on page 37 

The world of public-access golf marks two momentous occasions in July. New York 
City's Van Cortlandt Park Golf Course (above), the nation's oldest public-access 
course, celebrates it centenary this month. For the story on its week-long commemo-
ration, see page 35. Meanwhile, the nation's 15,000th facility has opened for play: 
Poolsbrook Golf Course, a family-run daily-fee in Kirkville, N.Y. See story page 46. 

NOT A CORNSTALK IN SIGHT 
Cooks Creek, a collaborative ejfort between Dr. Michael Hurdzan and touring pro John Cook, 
used to be a cornfield. Now it's Ashville, Ohio's newest attraction. For story, see page 27. 

N E W S P A P t 

Taxing setback 
in Florida court 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

NAPLES, Fla. — A pre-
cedent-setting battle is 
brewing here in South 
Florida where 12 Collier 
County golf clubs have 
challenged their property 
assessments in court. 

For the moment, golf 
industry fortunes are flag-
ging. Judge Ted Brous-
seau has upheld the mu-
nicipal appraisal of 
Quail Creek Country Club 
in Naples, which argued 
the assessment was more 
than $3 million too high. 

However, the remaining 
11 clubs have yet to have 

Continued on page 43 

Ever-shrinkinq dollar 
posing problems 
for manufacturers 

Peter Whurr, 
Ransomes America 

B y H A L P H I L L I P S 
America's ongoing currency 

woes are beginning to affect golf 
course industry firms, some of 

which have discarded product lines dependent on 
overseas manufacturing agreements. Others con-
tinue to monitor the situation closely, recognizing 
the possibility that plunging dollar values may ren-
der those agreements unfeasible in the long-term. 

"Anybody importing from Japan any commodity is 
impacted by the currency situation," said John 
Brozek, director of industrial Product Sales at 
Daihatsu, which will cease production of its Hijet 
utility vehicle in December. 

Like Daihatsu, Mitsubishi manufacturers its 
Mighty Mit utility vehicle in Japan, but that will soon 
end, confirmed Bob Hertel, industrial vehicle man-

Continued on page 41 



EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

WANTED 
Construction superintendents,shapers and 
foremen. Golf construction personnel 
needed at all levels. Must be willing to 
travel. Fax resume and info to : (904)646-
1873. 

SHAPE YOUR FUTURE 
JOIN PAUL CLUTE & ASSOCIATES- Na-
tionally recognized as a leader in pre-
mium golf course construction, at one 
of many project sites across the coun-
try. Currently seeking experienced 
superintendents,shapers, supervisors 
and irrigation specialists. Mail resume 
& cover letter to :Pau l Clute & 
Associates,Personnel Dept., PO Box 454 
Hartland, Ml 48353. 

JOB SEEKERS 
For a fresh source of green industry job 
openings; subscribe for 3 months (6 
issues)-just $22.50. EMPLOYERS-List 
your job openings quickly and inex-
pensively. Call for details:1 -800-884-
3435. Ferrell's JOBS IN HORTICULTURE, 
154 E. Chapel Ave., Carlisle PA 17013-
3435. MC/Visa. 

EXPERIENCED SHAPERS NEEDED 
Immediate openings. Send resume to 
Par4 Shaping Inc. 6159 Spicer, MN 56288. 
Or call (612)796-6255 for more informa-
tion. Ask for Cindy. 

SALESMAN WANTED 
Sell to golf courses. Inexpensive, widely 
used pipe locator. Commision basis, 
30%. Bloch & Co. PO Box 18058, Cleve-
land OH 44118. (216)371-0979. 

AGENTS WANTED 
Driving Range Mats sales distributors 
and direct to ranges. Mark Norton. 
Legacy Plastics, 2366 Woodhill Road, 
Cleveland OH 44106. (216)421-8856. 

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 
Shapers needed at once. Must be will-
ing to travel. Fax resume and date 
avilable to: (616)547-7009. 

GET THE LATEST DEVELOPMENT 
Subscribe to the Golf Course News De-
ve /opmenfLefferwhichtracksgolfcourse 
projects under consideration across the 
nation! Just $195 for a yearly subscription. 
Call Editor Peter Blais at 207-846-0600 for 
more information. 

REAL ESTATE 

TEXAS GOLF COURSES 
Nine and eighteen holes-statewide. 
Some with extra land, development lots. 
Descriptive list available. Texas Golf 
Properties, 1603 Lightsey, Austin TX 
78704. (512)442-1812. 

FOR SALE 

ARCH STYLE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Build it yourself and save money! For 
cart & equipment storage. Factory di-
rect. Save money on buildings in stock. 
30 x 40; 40 x 50; 42 x 76; 51 x 90. Easy to 
erect. Archway Steel Buildings. 1-800-
344-2724. 

PIPE LOCATOR 
INEXPENSIVE! Locates and traces un-
derground drains, water pipelines of 
clay, PVC, ABS, steel and cement. Finds 
sprinklers, valves and clogs. Used by 
over 1000 golf courses! Bloch & Co. PO 
Box 18058, C leve land, OH 44118. 
(216)371-0979. 

GOLF CAR RENTAL CONTRACTS 
Avoid Golf Car Abuse- Get it in writing! 
2 Part Golf Car Rental Contracts. Im-
printed or plain. Immediate Delivery. 
Minimize risk for pennies. For brochure:"! -
800-223-5877. 

AQUAMASTER 
Fountains & Aerators decompose organic 
solids and prevent algae blooms. Avail-
able in ten spray patterns, 3 year warranty, 
only UL listed system. 

Superior Aquatic Management Systems 
16024 CTH X, Kiel, WI 53042 

PH. 414 693-3121 FAX 414 693-3245 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

ATTENTION: 
Golf Course owners, developers & archi-
tects: Now you have the best available 
people at affordable prices.We will supply 
you people for all aspects of golf construc-
tion anywhere in the world! Call or fax your 
project's needs to: Greensway Golf:714-
524-1185 ext 27 or 45 fax:714-524-7255. 

LASER MEASURING 
Laser measuring and sprinkler yardage 
markers. We do it all! Laser measure & 
installation of custom metal yardage 
markers for all types of sprinkler heads. 
Fairway Yardage Designs:800-368-2448. 

GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES 

QUALITY! 

• Laser Measuring • Scorecards 

Sprinkler Tagging -Yardage Books 

• Redwood & Bronze Tee Signs 

FORE BETTER GOLF, Inc. 
1-800-468-8672 

Fax: 708-893-0455 

SOLID BRONZE SIGNAGE 

• Yardage Markers 
• Tee Signs 

• 100, 150, 200 
• Commemorative 
• Laser Measuring 
• Sprinkler Tagging 

• Yardage Books 

FROM TEE TO GREEN, INC. 
(800) 932-5223 

Fax: (219) 637-6874 

-SAVE ON FLAGS-
Buy direct and save as much as 40% 

on personalized flags 

far 

No art charges. Get a free 19 for your 
lounge with 2 sets or more. Poles and 

other accessories available. 
Toll free 1-800-476-7005 

Mid Tenn Turf, Inc. 
"Row Plant Sprigging * Broadcast Sprigging 
"Sod Installation 'Hydro Seeding "Laser Grading 
"Complete Athletic Field Construction & Renovation 
Sod Varieties -

Available in 16" x 24" Slab or 42" x 120' Big Roll 
"Blended Fescue "Vamont Bermuda 
*419 Bermuda "Quickstand Bermuda 
"Tifway II Bermuda "Myer Zoysia 

Sprigs available in all Bermudas and Zoysia 
Manchester (615) 728-0583 

Nashville (615) 254-4728 
Fax (615) 728-0168 Toll Free 1-800-782-4083 

4698 New Bushy Branch Rd. 
Manchester, Tennessee 37355 

Golf tax case 
Continued from page 1 

have their days in Collier County 
Circuit Court, and lawyers for 
Quail Creek are hoping to gain 
relief through state statute. 

"What I'm trying to do now is 
fight the battle in the Florida 
Legislature, trying to put golf 
courses in a different tax cat-
egory," said Larry Farrese, the 
Naples-based attorney repre-
senting Quail Creek, who noted 
that Illinois and New York al-
ready have such laws on the 
books. "The difference of opin-
ion on these appraisals is sub-
stantial. At Quail Creek, we had 
a difference of $3.4 million/' 

The case stems from assess-
ments conducted by the Collier 
County Property Appraisers Of-
fice in 1993, when the county 
valued Quail Creek at $10.4 mil-
lion. The club retained Harris-
burg, Pa.-based Golf Property 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

Analysts and received a second 
opinion of $7 million — a serious 
discrepancy, especially for a 
member-owned club. 

Abe Skinner, lead appraiser 
for the Collier County Property 
Appraisers Office, declined com-
ment on the Quail Creek matter, 
citing the pending lawsuits 
brought by the other 11 clubs. 

According to Farrese, there 
are three basic ways to assess 
golf course property: 

• The Cost Method, whereby 
one estimates what it might cost 
to build the facility—course, hous-
ing, clubhouse—then depreciate 
to what it might cost today. 

• The Market Method, 
whereby one takes note of re-
cent golf course sales in the same 
market, then makes adjustments 
to reflect the particular attributes 
of the course in question. 

• The Income Method, where-
by one simply determines the in-
come generated by the property. 

"The county just used the cost 
approach, and that's why it came 
in with such a high number," 
Farrese opined. "When a devel-
oper builds a course, he puts a 
lot of money into amenities so 
he can attract real-estate buyers. 
Lots on the course are worth more 
than those that aren't. When he 
sells the lots, he transfers the golf 
club to its members. 

"That 's what happened at 
Quail Creek. The developer gets 
his $10 million back. But the 
members don't get the value of 
all the lots." 

Farrese said his client feels 
the county should have used a 
combination of the three meth-
ods to determine fair market 
value. He added that, in its as-
sessment, Golf Property Ana-
lysts used all three approaches 
but emphasized the income 
method because that's the way 
management companies ap-
praise golf course properties. 

According to Farrese, the 
Florida Department of Revenue 
suggests use of the cost ap-
proach for two very practical rea-
sons: 1) It's the easiest method 
and the state has more than 1,100 
courses to appraise; and 2) As-
sessments tend to run higher, 
which means more tax revenues. 

"We have major philosophical 
differences as to how the county 
appraises these properties," 
Farrese said. "Having used the 
cost approach, the county didn't 
depreciate the courses at all. We 
feel very strongly they do depre-
ciate — you have to replace 
greens, tees, etc. 

"The county should have used 
all three approaches and placed 
some weight to all three, instead 
of putting all the weight on one 
approach, which we believe is the 
worst approach given a choice." 

While the remaining 11 
courses weigh their chances in 
court, Farrese and Quail Creek 

have taken their case to the poli-
ticians in Tallahassee. 

Illinois' Green Belt legislation 
is the model statute for Farrese 
and Quail Creek. In Illinois, golf 
courses have been placed in a 
lower tax category because 
they're considered green space. 
For developers, it's more a disin-
centive to build strip malls than 
an incentive to build golf courses. 

In New York, legislation was 
spurred by municipal assessors 
valuing courses as if they were 
being sold for another use, the 
most expensive possible use. 
The golf course in question ar-
gued successfully that it should 
be assessed as a golf course only, 
not a future use. 

In Maine, legislation allows 
golf courses to sign an agree-
ment barring any future devel-
opment on the site. By preserv-
ing the open space in perpetuity, 
golf courses are granted sizable 
tax abatements. 




