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Builders association President Jim Kirchdorfer (left) pre-
sents Dr. Joe Duich the Don Rossi Award during the
builders’ banquet in San Francisco. For story on Duich
and a complete GCSAA Show Wrap-up, see pages 33-39.
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Soil labs & USGA

settle differences

By MARK LESLIE

FAR HILLS, N.J. —
Comforted and hopeful af-
ter meeting with represen-
tatives of eight soil-testing
laboratories, U.S. Golf As-
sociation (USGA) Green
Section officials believe the
clock is ticking toward a
future where accreditation
for labs is the norm.

“I'm very relieved,” said
Green Section National Di-
rector Jim Snow, who en-
tered the February meet-
ing expecting an angry
mob of lab technicians.

Saying a committee of
lab officials “will hold dis-
cussions among them-
selves and tell the USGA
what needs to be done,” he
said: “It will take awhile

Continued on page 21

BACK TO THE LINKS

A lonely pin stands starkly on the 18th green, as the sun sets on Ocean Forest Golf Club, a
throwback, links-style design from Rees Jones. The 380-acre propertysits on the tip of Sea Island,
Ga., just where the Hampton River meets the Atlantic Ocean. For details on Jones’ successful
collaboration with nature and the Cloisters Hotel, see page 47.

EPA puts product approval on fast track?

By MARK LESLIE

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s (EPA) new
Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention
Division, created in November to speed
up registration of biological pesticides, is
accomplishing the task, according to
spokesman Anne Leslie.

A chemist and turfindustry liaison with
the EPA, Leslie said that in the division’s
first three months, three new active in-
gredients were registered and registra-
tion actions had been completed on three
others. Historically, it has taken three to

five years to approve an active ingredient
for use, she said.

“The EPA is committed to expediting
registration of safer pesticide products,”
Leslie told an audience at the Interna-
tional Golf Course Conference and Show
in San Francisco. She explained that for
chemical pesticides, the EPA has initi-
ated a priority set of procedures to hasten
approval, while the new division was cre-
ated to deal with biological pesticides.

In the case of chemical pesticides, “reg-
istrants can make an argument as to why

Continued on page 63

Owners buy
into group
purchasing

By PETER BLAIS

CHARLESTON, S.C. —
Insurance, electric bunker
rakes and used turf equip-
ment are the latest prod-
ucts to find their way onto
the ever-growing list of dis-
counted service and mer-
chandise available through
the National Golf Course
Owners Association Smart
Buy Program.

The NGCOA group pur-
chasing program provides
the association’s members
with price breaks from pre-
ferred suppliers ranging
from shirt makers to
credit-card processors.

CNA Insurance Compa-

Continued on page 58
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By MARK LESLIE

SCOTLAND — When the American
Society of Golf Course Architects
(ASGCA) meets here in April on the
eve of its 50th anniversary, a week of
travel and meetings will be climaxed
with the passing of the gavel to a new
president — Jeffrey Brauer.

Already, Brauer’s sights are set on
April 1996 when the society holds its
golden anniversary at the hallowed
greens and fairways of Pinehurst, N.C.

Questioned abouthis objectives, the
president of GolfScapes in Arlington,
Texas, answered: “I will begin to play

Opryland Spring-
house Golf Club in
Nashville, Tenn. is

among those courses
designed by incoming

ASGCA president

Jeff Brauer.

Brauer to assume ASGCA presidency

on the 50th anniversary theme. In my
view, while the challenges of golf
course architecture are certainly sig-
nificant today, with the environment
and the financing, I think the chal-
lenges have always been there
throughout the 50 years of the society.
I think the top architects have met those
challenges in the past and I'm certain
will meet them in the future.”
Golf Course News: What have
those challenges been?
Jeffrey Brauer: Historically, if you
look at the "40s, there wasn’t any qual-
Continued on page 48






