STONE FREE
Golf Course Construction

DO IT LIKE
THE PROFESSIONALS DO!

FAST & EASY

ria rley

Rake and windrow rocks, roots,
stones, and
trash with
any of 3
sizes of
Harley
rakes.

Plus: Get the best
shaping, leveling
and seedbed prep
in the industry!

i NE W...
Enclosed oil
bath drive
e Bi-Angular
construction
Tractor 3-
point & skid
steer models

Model A Hi-Lift Picker/Screener

e Remove rock |
(1" to 18" in size) and debns
e Pick up to 1 ton per minute

FIND OUT WHAT
YOU’VE BEEN MISSING!

Call for a free video.

Jamestown, ND 58402
1-800-437-9779 / FAX 701-252-1978
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Cleve Stone (top) is the patriarch of three generations of superintendents: sons Owen, Lowell and
Harold (center row, from left); and grandsons David and Rick (bottom row, from left).

The Family Stone - dedicated
to maintaining the best in golf

By HAL PHILLIPS

he story began as a classic
I might, perhaps the “Grapes
of Wrath.” It spun off into an
agronomic version of “My Three Sons,”
and continues to please the golfing
public through reruns of “All in the
Family.”

It’s the story of the Stones, a three-
generation family of super-intendents
who've cared for golf courses in
California’s San Joa-quin Valley for
more than 50 years. Apparently, it’s in
the genes.

“It’s not unusual to find a family with
two or three generations of doctors,”
explained Owen Stone, superintendent
at San Joaquin Country Club. “But it’s a
little more rare to find three
generations of superintendents.”

Here’s the Stone family line-up:

* Cleve Stone is 89 and, officially,
he’s retired. He became the first
superintendent at Kern River Golf Club
near Bakersfield in the 1950s, before
moving on to Fort Washington Country
Club in Fresno. He retired in 1973. But
some habits are hard to break — he
still works for son Owen in the shop at
San Joaquin CC.

* 68-year-old Owen Stone has been
at San Joaquin since 1973. He worked
at Stockdale Country Club in
Bakersfield for 10 years before taking
the head superintendent’s job at
Belmont Country Club in Fresno,
where he trained at least three family
members in the trade.

* Rick Stone is the oldest of Owen's
two superintendent sons. In the late
1970s, he carried on the family
tradition by serving as superintendent
at Cleve’s old haunt, Fort Washington

CC. He recently accepted the head
superinten-dent’s job at Rio Bravo
Country Club in Bakersfield.

¢ Rick’s younger brother David
Stone worked for his father at San Joa-
quin CC until 1979, when he accepted
the head superintendent’s position at
King’s River (Calif.) Country Club. He’s
been there ever since.

* In the 1950s, Lowell Stone was dis-
charged from the Navy and went to
work for brother Owen at Belmont CC.
After learning the finer points of his
trade, he accepted the head superin-
tendent’s position at Sunnyside Country
Club in Fresno. After moving to Stock-
dale and staying for more than a de-
cade, the 56-year-old Lowell recently
took the top job at nearby Madeira
Municipal Golf Course.

¢ Not to be outdone, Billy Stone —
Lowell’s son, Rick and David’s cousin,
and Owen’s nephew — also pursued a ca-
reer in golf course management. After
working for a full complement of rela-
tives, he’s now the head superintendent
in his own right, at Valley Road Golf Club
in Wasco.

* Though he caddied for many years,
Harold Stone didn’t get into agronomy
until 1963 when he went to work for
brother Owen at Belmont CC. He left
for the head superintendent’s job at
Visalia Country Club and eventually
became head super at Sundale Country
Club — the private incarnation of Kern
City GC, where his father had toiled 40
years earlier.

The 62-year-old Harold joined his
father in retirement and has since
returned to where the Stone story
begins, Blackwell, Okla.
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“It goes way back,” Owen explained.
“We had a lot of relatives who came out
here to California during the Depres-
sion and worked at Stockdale Country
Club in Bakersfield.”

Lowell chimed in: “I really started
with an uncle of mine, Odell Harvey,
who came out here during the Depres-
sion and worked at Stockdale. I believe
that was 1938. The rest of us came
afterward.”

There you have it: Okies moving to
California during the Depression; three
sons of Cleve; three more from Lowell
and Owen; and all employed in the
family field.

All of the Stone superintendents
worked for Cleve or Owen at one time
or another. And now Cleve works for
his son Owen, who has assumed the
role of elder statesman.

“They’re competing against me all
the time,” Owen said of his younger
brother, two sons and nephew. “But
they're young and everybody’s got to
do their own thing. It's getting harder
to keep up with them every year.”

So, who has the best greens?

“Me,” Owen said flatly. “My greens
out here are fast. I've always been
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Stone family legacy continues in 3rd generation

known for fast greens. My son called
me once and asked how I got them so
quick. I told him I didn’t know. When I
die, these secrets are going to die with
me.

“I've always told them, “Take care of
your greens.’ They're your bread and
butter. If you've got good greens,
nobody’s going to holler about a bad
spot in the fairway.”

In truth, intergenerational rivalry has
given way to a healthy exchange of ideas.

“Anytime anyone puts up a red flag, we
get together and hash things out,” said
Lowell. “I think the brothers share more
information. Owen’s two sons probably
talk things over on the phone. Now that
I’'m in Madeira, Owen and I spend quite a
bit of time talking on the phone.”

Owen is convinced the family
approach yields better playing
conditions. He picks things up from his
sons and brothers, and vice versa.

“You've got to keep trying things,
learning new ways to handle a pro-blem,”
said Owen. “I just put out an owl house
because someone told me the owls will
feed on gophers at night. Will it work? I
don’t know. We'll find out.

“We all work together. And five sets
of eyes are better than one.”

Palmetto GCSA eyes better image

What is the perception of the golf
course superintendent within the golf
course industry? Architect Rees Jones
likes to have a superintendent on the
development team as early as possible.
Gary Schaal, president of the PGA of

Carolina — has held two media days,
featuring golf, aluncheon and a panel
discussion with industry leaders.
This year, the panel consisted of
Joe Baidy, president of GCSAA; Billy
Fuller, consulting agronomist with

America, said the superintendentisthe Cupp Design and formerl
mostimportant personto an operation’s  superintendent of Augusta National;
bottomline in both income and expense.  and Schaal.

These comments, by two high-profile
people within the industry, can carry a
lot of weight. To address these issues,
the Palmetto  Golf Course
Superintendents Association — which
covers the Grand Strand area of South

The Palmetto association plans to
continue with these Media Days to
enhance the professional image of
superintendents and improve the
public perception of golf courses as
an ecologically sound environment.

AMERICA’S PREMIUM
HEAT-TREATED

TOP-DRESSINGS

HIGHUIGHT GOLF HOLES,
IMPROVE VISIBILITY,
and SPEED UP PLAY with

PARTAC.

GOLF COURSE

TOP-DRESSING

SOIL CONDITIONER
IMPROVES AERATION AND DRAINAGE
BETTER THAN SAND
YET RETAINS NUTRIENTS & MOISTURE!

U.S. GOLF HOLE

TARGETS
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The Ultimate Solution to Unsightly
Divots at Televised Golf Tournaments
and other Sports Events!

5 PARTAC
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PLUS CONSTRUCTION,
CART PATH, SAND TRAP, AND
DIVOT REPAIR MIXES

GEOTEXTILES & TURF BLANKETS

AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE

800-247-2326

IN N.J. 908-637-4191
® PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, N.J. 07838

ORLANDO (FL) MEMPHIS (TN) RENO (NV)

GREENGRAPHICS* GREEN
PERMANENT TURF COLORANT
SAND TRAP PUMPS
RAKES, PLUG PUSHERS, SQUEEGEES

AND MANY MORE
GOLF SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

TRUE-SURFACE"®

VIBRATORY GREENS ROLLING SYSTEM

v Patented Vibrating Action

v Lightweight 55 Ibs. Installs in Minutes

v Twice as fast as “sidewinders” v Used PGA '92 - Senior Skins '94
v Fits Toro, Jacobsen, Lesco & Bunton

TURFLINE, INC.

(800) 443-8506
Fax: (314) 441-8180

v “Quick Attach” System

(Selected Distributorships Available)
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Call Nation
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214-680-9750

Fax: 214-349-8950
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Treetops Sylvan Resort, Gavilord, Michigan

Just add Water.

Quick. Easy. Add the beauty
of water to any landscape
project with an EPI pond liner.
Tough, durable and flexible, it
cost-effectively provides a
leak-free body of water. Send
us your site plan and we'll
custom fabricate to fit any size,
shape or application.

The Liner Company

Environmental Protection, Inc.
P.O. Box 333
Mancelona, Michigan 49659
Call: 800-34-LINER; Outside the U.S.: 616-587-9108
Fax: 616-587-8020
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