YIPES! STRIPES

Achieving the chore for half the labor

By TERRY BUCHEN

ne day I was thinking to
O myself: “How can we get

the appearance of the
single-striping effect of a walk-
behind greensmower while using
a triplex greensmower?”

We had a Toro Greensmaster
3000, purchased in the late 1980s.
It had individual reel shut-offs on
the outer two reels. We ordered a
third reel shut-off for the center
reel and installed it after talking
with thelocal distributor, who said
it was okay to
have all three
reels with ind-
ividual on/off
capabilities.

The next step
was to call the
factory and ask
ifthe center reel
could be kept in
the “Up” pos- The Sovvy Superintendent
itionwith the use
of bungie chords, while not
damaging the up/down hydraulic
system. The factory said it was
okay because, when the center
reel is in the “Up” position, the
hydraulic system by-passes the
hydraulic system. Having the
center reel in the “Up” position
obviously helped avoid confusing
the operator for the next step.

Webegan mowing greens using
only the two outer reels. The
striping pattern was identical to
using a walk-behind mower,
though it takes a good operator to
mow the un-mowed area between
the mowed stripes.

In essence, we doubled our
mowing capacity compared to
usingawalk-behind unit. The only
major difference was the triplex
obviously has a flotation head
versus a fixed-reel unit on the
walk-behind mower.

Doing the victory lap using the
two outer reels, both clockwise and
counterclockwise, will give the walk-
behind appearance as well.

This is a good alternative to the
traditional clean-up method of
using all three reels, both
clockwise and counterclockwise,
to help eliminate the dreaded
“triplex ring”!

Atleast two reels must operate in
the “mow” position. Please contact
the manufacturer at the factory —
no matter who makes your triplex
unit — to see if it's okay to shut off
the center reel and keep the center
mowing unit in the “Up” position,
s0 the unit is not damaged.

Oneextrathought: Install wheel
rollers on both the front and the
rear of each mowing unit, as the
individual reel units will not sway
asmuch. You will get a better and
lower height of cut, as the bed
knife will be at a better angle.
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This past January, I was at the
British Turfgrass Management
Exhibition Seminar '94 in
Harrogate, Yorkshire, England, and
enjoyed the trade show very much.

On display — and prompting
quite a bit of curiosity, with long
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lines to match — was a twin-plex  with nine blades each. The total
greensmower. It's made in Japan machine weighsin at 341 pounds.
by Baroness, is marketed by It has an 8 hp engine and the
Saxon Industries, and is called mowing height is 3/16 of an inch
the Saxon Twin. with the standard bed knife and
It is somewhat similar to a will go much lower with a
triplex greensmower except the tournament variety bedknife.
center reel is non-existent. I'hope that his unit makes its way
It has height-flotation tires. If'sa  to America some day, as it has
walk-behind that has a sulky unlimited potential. Itisinteresting
attachment as an option. It hastwo  to note the manufacturers in this
forward speeds and one reverse. country experimented with asimilar
Overall width is 70 inches. The  mowing unit back in the 1950s and
two reel units are 22 inches wide '60s, but it never made it to market.

Introducing The Number One Fertilizer
For Fighting Patch Disease
And Fungicide Costs.
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The Rutgers University Study
Gives Top Rating To Major
Ingredient In 16-4-8.”

By using a fertilizer containing ammonium sulfate, you
can reduce vour instances of summer patch by as much
as 80% —as well as help control other closely related dis-
cases such as spring dead spot, take-all patch and necrot-
IC ring spot. o s oo

LEBANON, PA. 17042

But if you’ve ever used ammonium sulfate in its pure
form or in a blend, you know it can be a messy situation.
Fortunately, now there’s Country Club® 16-4-8. A
homogeneous fertilizer that offers the benefits of ammo-
nium sulfate in a spreadable, easy-to-use form.
By using 16-4-8 on your course, you’ll

not only reduce incidence of patch disease, RCENTAGE OF NITROGEN AS A
A\TION FERTILIZ

you’ll control your budget. Because with AND SU PATCH SEVERITY

16-4-8, you can manage your use of costly
fungicides.
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For more information on the number
one fertilizer for fighting patch disease and
fungicide costs, contact your local Country
Club Distributor. Or call Lebanon Turf
Products at 1-800-233-0628.
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Contact Lebanon Turf Products for a free copy of the Rutgers 28-6-12 40% SCU

University Study on the Influence of Nitrogen and Soil pH on
Summer Patch Development in Kentucky Bluegrass. CIRCLE #119

Country Club® is a registered trademark of Lebanon Chemical Corporation. SCOTTS g and ProTurf g are registered trademarks of The O.M. Scott & Sons Company. © 1994 Lebanon Chemical Corporation





