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Humor, embarrassment a potent combination, Moore relates 
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try to find a little humor in every 
situation. Nothing makes a bad 
day a little more bearable than 
getting someone to laugh with 
you — or even at you. 

I have found that some of the 
funniest situations are those 
that make you cringe a little 
when you remember them. The 
combination of embarrassment 
and humor is a potent one. One 
of the best I can remember 
happening to me occurred early 
in my Green Section career. I 
had a couple of months on the 
staff under my belt and was 
starting to feel like perhaps I 
could do this job after all. 
Brimming with confidence 
(fragile as it was) I was making 
a TAS visit on a course in 
Nebraska. Along for the tour 
were the green committee, the 
golf professional, and the 
superintendent — the usual 
entourage. 

Spouting one agronomic gem 
of wisdom after another, I lead the 
group through the course until 
we encountered a green with two, 
dark parallel lines crossing the 
surface. Having personally 
applied charcoal to many a 
hydraulic leak, I immediately 
diagnosed the injury. The 
superintendent laughed and the 
others on the visit frowned. I bent 
down to get a closer look and 
suddenly the lines moved just a 
bit. Power line shadows do that 
when the wind blows. We all had 
a great laugh but I will admit I 
have yet to make another visit to 
that course. I expect credibility 
may be the problem. 

With this job, like most jobs, 
about the time you are having a 
few doubts about your ability, 
something happens to make you 
feel maybe you are doing some 
good after all. I recently traveled 
Dallas where one of the fellows 
on the visit felt the sand in the 
bunkers was bad because the 
ball would not hold the green 
when blasted out. Those of you 
familiar with my writing might 
remember I tend not to have a 
lot of sympathy with player 
complaints concerning the sand 
in the bunkers since they are, 
after all, a hazard. 

However, this fellow was 
adamant that a requirement of 
bunker sand should be to allow 
players to impart backspin on the 
ball. To demonstrate this failing in 
the existing bunkers, he dropped 
a couple of balls and tried to blast 
out After skulling a couple, he 
finally lofted one to the green and 
sure enough the ball rolled when 
it landed. Credibility thus 
restored, he challenged the pro to 
try a couple. The pro blasted away 
with all his shots landing on the 
green and rolling just a couple of 
feet. The player then reasoned 
the pro was not of average ability 
so he then handed the club to the 
superintendent. Now, I thought, is 
the time to cringe. Instead, the 

super blasted out two shots that 
stopped even quicker than the 
pro's. Well shoot, I might as well 
try to. 

Dropping a ball, I quickly 
reviewed the Johnny Miller 
sand tips I read in 1971, opened 
the face, swung outside-in, and 
lucked out. 

The ball actually hit and 
backed up. Case closed! 

Unfortun-ately, there is a sequel 
to this story. A couple of weeks 
after this demon-stration of my 

p l a y i n g 
skill, as it 
relates to 
the agro-
nomic con-
dition of the 
course, I 
was on a 
visit to a 
course in 

Mexico. The complaint this time 
was that the greens did not hold 
an approach shot — even with a 
wedge. Careful to pick an uphill 
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lie, into the wind, and to a green 
that looked over watered, I 
decided once again to prove the 
complaining player wrong by 
embarrassing him with the fact 
that even a grass guy can hold the 
greens. 

After shanking the first three 
shots and nearly hitting one of 
our group about 90 degrees off 
line, I gave up and tried to remind 
everyone I was there as an 
agronomist — not a player. Big 
cringe. 

DICKISON NAMED TO HALL 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — 

Upper Montclair Country 
Club superintendent Bob 
Dickison has been inducted 
into the New Jersey Turf-
grass Hall of Fame by the 
New Jersey Turfgrass Asso-
ciation. The award is pre-
sented annually to a person 
to recognize their continuing 
lifetime commitment of dedi-
cation, serviced and achieve-
mnts contributing to the ad-
vancement of the turfgrass 
industry in the state. 

Don't you hate it when the sales rep doesn't know his grass from a hole in the ground? At Pennington, that's not the 
case. Pennington turf specialists are well-trained and knowledgeable about which grasses will best suit your turf 
requirements, water conditions, and climate. Not only that, they'll make sure that you get what you want when you want 
it. If it's Specialty Turfgrass that you need then it's Pennington Seed you need to call. 

PERENNIAL RYEGRASSES - Pennington 240, Shining Star, 
Stallion Select, Morning Star, Sunrise 246 

PERENNIAL RYEGRASS BLENDS & MIXTURES - Sunrise Primo, 
CBS II, Triple Play, Sunrise plus Poa Trivialis, Professional's 
Select, Fairway Classic, Sports Club Mix 

TURF TYPE TALL FESCUES Duster, Tradition, Virtue, 
Finelawn Petite, Finelawn 88, Enviro Blend, Triad Blend 

SEEDED TURF TYPE BERMUDAS - Cheyenne, Yuma 
Call 1-800-285-SEED 

for a Pennington Seed Specialty Turfgrass Distributor near you 

You Need Your Turf Seed Delivered On Time 
And You Need It From Someone Who Can 

Answer AiMDuestions YouMay Have. 




