BRIEFS

TERRA INTERNATIONAL PROMOTES
FOUR FROM WITHIN

SIOUX CITY, Iowa — Terra Interna-
tional, Inc. has promoted Art DeLeon,
Ray Miller, Burnie Baker and Pam
Stephan to new positions within the com-
pany. DeLeon has been named direc-
tor, energy procurement, while Miller
has been promoted to director, chemi-
cal and fertilizer purchasing. Baker has
been named fertilizer purchasing man-
ager, and Stephan has been promoted
to chemical purchasing manager.

CHANGES AT RISE BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The RISE
(Responsible Industry fora Sound Envi-
ronment) Governing Board has added
three new members. Selected to repre-
sent DowElanco for a vacated term is
Dick Holzschu, general manager of
North American Specialty Products.
Also named were Tommy Reeves, vice
president of Oldham Chemical Co., Inc.;
and Ron Fister, director of Specialty
Sales for Sandoz Agro, Inc.

CONNOLLY JOINS JACKLINGOLF

James E. Connolly, a U.S. Golf Asso-
ciation agronomist in New England
since 1988, has joined JacklinGolf as
senior technical
agronomist. The
Washington State
University gradu-
ate has worked as
a superintendent
in Oregon and
Washingtonand in ,
the seed, pesticide .

J
James Connolly

and equipment
trade in the Pacific Northwest and
Florida. He will work with customers to
solve turfgrass needs.

RAINBIRD TAPS HIGH TECH
High Tech Golf has been named the
exclusive Rain Bird Golf irrigation dis-
tributor for Los Angeles, San Bernar-
dino, Santa Barbara and Ventura coun-
ties. High Tech Golfis anew distribution
partnership created by two golf indus-
try veterans, John Dixon, president of
High Tech Irrigation in Indio, Ca.,, and
Gard Craw, former Hunter Industries’
Golf sales manager. High Tech Golf will
sell Rain Bird sprinklers, valves and
controllers, and will also carry a wide
range of golf course irrigation equip-

ment and maintenance supplies.

John Dixon
GOLF COURSE NEWS

Gard Craw

SUPPLIER BUSINESS

Ransomes America shakes up
turf divisions; Aal steps down

By PETER BLAIS

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Ransomes
America Corp. has eliminated divisions and
dismissed 100 employees in an effort to
streamline operations, cut costs and be-
come more competitive in the turf care
industry.

The new organization has been reduced
to two divisions, consumer and commer-
cial. Ransomes formerly had four divisions
— consumer, commercial international,
commercial American and property (over-
seeing the company’s vast, worldwide land
holdings).

Leading the list of dismissed upper man-
agement personnel is former Ransomes
America President Irv Aal, who left Jan. 27.
Aal took over Ransomes America in 1991
shortly after Britain-based Ransomes Plc.
purchased Cushman Inc. and its affiliates.

“Irv recognized the company’s perfor-
mance hadn’t been as good as we’d hoped,”
said Commercial Group Chief Executive
Peter G. Wilson.

“We're not reducing manufacturing ca-
pacity,” assured Wilson, whose group in-
cludes the golf market. “We've simply re-
duced tiers of management in order to
become more efficient.”

Wilson said the streamlined company is
still the only manufacturer of turf equip-
ment with assembly facilities on both sides
of the Atlantic Ocean. The commercial
group’s four plants are located in England,
Lincoln, Neb., Johnson Creek, Wis., and
Orville, Ohio.

The new arrangement allows those fa-
cilities to share engineering information
and expertise, with Wilson orchestrating

Continued on page 62

ASIAN GOLF COURSE REPORT
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Vietnam Vice Premier Nguyen Khanh christens the country's first driving range, at King's Island Golf Resort

on Lake Dong Mo, outside Hanot.

Another Asian market beckons

EcoScience enters

Chinese joint venture

WORCESTER, Mass. —
EcoScience Corp. has announced it
has entered into along-term collabo-
ration with the Institute of Biologi-
cal Control (IBC) of the Chinese
Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(CAAS) in Beijing, Peoples Republic
of China (PRC), to develop and com-
mercialize microbial agents and ben-
eficial insects for pest control.

The CAAS is a governmental
agency that sets national agricultural
research priorities, assists in agri-
cultural development at the provincial
level, and supports the Ministry of
Agriculture in formulating national and
international agricultural policies.

The collaboration includes an ini-
tial technical development and
screening program (Phase I) and
the formation of a PRC based joint
venture operating company (Phase
II). It is anticipated that the joint
venture will be operational before
the end of the first quarter 1995. The

Continued on page 63

By PETER BLAIS

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam — The
lifting of a United States trade embargo will
have little immediate impact on golf devel-
opment here, but will make more invest-
ment capital available in the future, accord-
ing to Asia-Pacific golf industry analysts,
government officials and lenders.

Under a plan passed by the U.S. Con-
gress in February, President Bill Clinton
has eliminated virtually all restrictions on
American developers doing business in
Vietnam. ;

“Clinton’s action will have very little ef-
fect on golf directly,” said Al Furber of
Robert Trent Jones II International’s
Singapore office, “as many of the good
resort locations and other land packages
have already been locked into a develop-
ment package by entrepreneurs from coun-
tries without restrictions like the United
States.

“The long-term effect of the U.S. action
will hopefully be more investment, which
will have a side effect for the leisure indus-
try.”

The country’s firsttwo courses — King’s
Island in Lake Dong Mo outside Hanoi and
Song Be near Ho Chi Minh City — opened
last summer. The Vietnamese government,
which sees golf as key to the development

Continued on page 63

William Culpepper
(clockwise from top
left), George Rusch-
haupt, and Roger
Storey have left
DowElanco toform
SePro Corp.

Ex-DowElanco trio
forms SePro Corp.

INDIANAPOLIS — Three former
DowElanco executives have formed
anew company, SePro Corp., which
will market four former DowElanco
products to several specialized mar-
kets, including the golf course mar-
ket.

Indianapolis-based SePro—which
formally began operations Jan. 3,
1994 — has purchased from
DowElanco A-Rest plant growth
regulator, Sonar aquatic herbicide,
and Pipron, a fungicide for the con-
trol of powdery mildew in green-
houses. SePro has also acquired ex-
clusive distribution rights to market
Rubigan EC fungicide.

“We realize the importance of
these specialized markets and un-
derstand that, at times, large chemi-
cal manufacturers have been unable
to focus on those niche markets out-
side the mainstream of their core
business,” said William Culpepper,
SePro CEO and former director of

Continued on page 60

NEW PRODUCT OF THE MONTH

The Short-Cut greens mower is a motorless,
hand-pushed product designed to handle
smaller jobs — like putting greens — and
stand in for motorized mowers in the shop.
The Short-Cut was developed by the owners
of Lowell Greens, a company which installs
custom greens for home and commercial
use. For more information, contact Dick
Moultrie at 509-355-4560. For more new
products, see page 65.
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