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Experts from other universities assist
Clemson in move to upgrade turf program

CLEMSON, S.C. — Drawing
from the experiences of experts
from other college turfgrass
programs, Clemson University is
“jump-starting” its turfgrass
studies, according to the chairman
ofits Horticulture Department. At
the same time, it is starting a new
off-campus turfgrass program and
is asking the state Legislature to
more than double its turfgrass
research funds.

“Theyalljusthappen tobe coming
together at the same time,” said Dr.
John Kelly, who is also a co-founder
of the South Carolina Turfgrass
Foundation, which raises money for
the Clemson research.

“We, as a land grant institution,
have the responsibility to stay
abreast of cash products and
turfgrassissuesrelated to tourism
in the state,” said Jeff Martin of
the university administration.

Colleagues from five turfgrass
programs around the country —
especially Gordon LaFontaine and
Joe Vargas from Michigan State
University — consulted Clemson
on its turfgrass plans.

“They explained the dynamics of
their programs and the types of
things they did. We jump-started
our program by using their
information,” Kelly said. “We were
able to jump a number of years
ahead.”

Clemson’s four-year turfgrass
program now has 35 under-
graduates.

Meanwhile, Clemson is
developing what Kelly termed “a
distance-delivery degree program”
to the Myrtle Beach area. It will be
taught by faculty from Clemson
research centers and via satellite in
partnershipwith Horey Georgetown
Tech. Students receiving two-year
degrees from Horey Georgetown
will be able to stay in Myrtle Beach
and take two more years of classes,
long-distance, to complete a four-
year degree program.

Coincidentally, Clemson has

submitted a $915,000 budget -

request to the state Legislature
“specifically to expand our
turfgrass research program,”
Kelly said. If passed, it will more

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS CONCLAVE

TIFTON, Ga. — A golf
tournament at Spring Hill Country
Club launches first-day activity of
the 48th annual Southeastern
Turfgrass Conference April 11-12.

Afternoon highlights are
registration and inspection of
Experiment Station research plots
and adiscussion of turfresearch by
U.S. Golf Association (USGA) and
University of Georgia researchers.

Second-day sessions feature an
educational programs.

Speakers include Jim Snow,
national director ofthe USGA Green
Section; Drs. Bob Carrow, Gil
Landry, Ed Brown, Wayne Hanna,
Glenn Burton, WillHudsonand B.J.
Johnson of the University of
Georgia.
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than double the current research.
“Right now, we have little bits
and pieces of people’s time. They
might spend 10 percent of their
time on turf and 90 percent on
another commodity. We want to
purchase more of that time to deal
specifically with turfgrass
problems,” he said.
South Carolina’s 336 courses
account for $450 millioninincome
"a year, making golf the state’s

first- or second-leading industry,
Kelly said.

“This is a very critical year for
us,” he said. “We have the funding
to build the golf course (see
accompanying story). But we do
not have a pool to fund the
research and education programs
we want. We are seeking donors
for that part, too. If everything
comes together we will have a
very well-developed program.”

John Deere, regional distributors

add equipment boost to Clemson

CLEMSON, S.C. — John
Deere and its distributors in
the Carolinas have given
Clemson University what one
official called “an incredible
gift” for its new golf course.

Greenville (S.C.) Turf and
Tractor and Revels Turf and
Tractor of Fuquay-Varina,
N.C., joined the parent
company in providing, for an

undisclosed fee, “a complete
package of every piece of
equipment a golf course
could need,” said Greenville
Turf and Tractor owner Lon
Fleming.

“It was done with training
of superintendents in mind,
and hopefully it will enhance
their education,” said
Fleming.

Now Poly-S, Performance
Comes In Two Unbeatable Sizes.

The traditional formulation of
Scotts,, exclusive Poly-S Technol-
ogy has proved its effectiveness
on over 5,000 golf courses in the
U.S., Canada and worldwide. And
now, for more demanding, fine
turf applications, Poly-S Technol-
ogy is also available in smaller par-
ticles for use on all turfgrasses, in-
cluding low-cut fairways and tees.

The smaller particle Poly-S fer-
tilizers provide the same extended
nutrient release and improved ni-
trogen efficiency that has made
Poly-S the fastest selling fertilizer
in history. And they are available
in a variety of formulations to
meet different application needs.

High K Turf Fertilizer provides
a high level of available potassium
to enhance the hardiness of the
turf — in addition to initial green-
up and extended residual.

Nitrogen/Potassium Turf Fer-
tilizer offers a balance of nitrogen
and potassium to strengthen the
turf while providing quick initial
green-up (without surge growth),
sustained growth, and extended
residual for more predictable long-
term feeding. :

Turf Fertilizer provides more
initial green-up while supplying
maintenance levels of readily avail-
able phosphorus and potassium.

Turf Nitrogen offers extended
nutrient release for up to 10 weeks,
while supplying sufficient sulfur
to help correct deficiencies
and maintain adequate soil
levels.

Turf Fertilizer Plus Iron in-
cludes sufficient iron in plant-avail-
able form to correct and prevent
deficiencies.

Super Turf Fertilizer offers the
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longest residual currently available
from any Poly-S fertilizer — up to
12 weeks.

Of course, Poly-S fertilizers
also come with a Scott Tech Rep,
an agronomically trained profes-
sional who is ready to help you de-
velop a total turfgrass program.

For more information on Poly-S
fertilizers, contact your Scott Tech
Rep. Call 1-800-543-0006 or fax
513-644-7679.

——
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