WOODS APPOINTS MILLER IN SD

OREGON, Ill. —Woods Equip-
ment Co. has appointed Daniel L.
Miller to the post of operations
manager at its Sioux Falls, S.D.
facility. Formerly production man-
ager at Woods’ main manufactur-
ing facility here in Oregon, Miller
will manage the 200 personnel
who produce Woods-Du-Al trac-
tor loaders.
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Woods has created a second
toll-free number (1-800-31-
WOODS), available to Woods deal-
ers as a secondary customer ser-
vice number to be used for detailed
product and order inquiries only.

For more information about SiteMate, call m;_: COV’

SUPPLIER BUSINESS

Seed trade association backs bill now in Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The American Seed
Trade Association “feels good” about the Plant
Variety Protection legislation in Congress, ac-
cording to Vice President of Governmental Af-
fairs Leslie Cahill.

“It’s been a long haul and a difficult process,”
Cahill said. “But, we've had an opportunity to work
very closely with farm and commodity groups, and
I think we've demonstrated a very good case..

“Plant breeders will certainly benefit from
this, and they will enjoy the reciprocity that
comes with having good, strong protection and
rewarding incentive and ingenuity... All this goes
back to yield and performance. That’s the only
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reason you select a particular variety. If that win-
dow — of introduction of new varieties — is
interrupted, then farmers will be forced to use
older varieties that are less drought-, pest- and
disease-resistant. That comes at a cost in two ways.
One, you're probably not going to be as good a
steward because you'll be using more inputs. Sec-
ondly, that itself will add to production cost
“We're on a roll here with intellectual property
rights,” Cahill added. “The U.S. has become a
very strong advocate and supportive voice [in that
regard], and that’s referenced in agreements like
GATT [General Agreement on Tariff and Trade],
NAFTA and, most recently, the biodiversity treaty.”
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to pass the Senate bill in total, but
with some fine-tuned language
concerning prompt payment, ac-
cording to Leslie Cahill, vice presi-
dent of government affairs for the
American Seed Trade Association
here.

The Senate added a clause that
ifagrower contractswith an owner
of a plant variety, it must be paid
within 30 days of the date set on the
contract, or by May 1 — whichever
comesfirst. “We're discussing what
happens to the dispensation of the
seed if the contract is still not met,”
she said. “We would prefer this be
brought up under contract law. A
number of states have arbitration
boards. I'm not sure this [PVP Act]
is the right vehicle, but if that's
whereitwill be, we certainly want to
be accommodating.”

Besides the VNS exemption for
grass, red clover and alfalfa, Cahill
said other changes have been
made since the PVP measure was
introduced last August:

e Language further clarifying
the role of the conditioner. “Basi-
cally, the original language said
conditioning in and of itself was
an infringement, and that’s not
true because you recognize that
there is a provision for legitimate
farm-safe seed,” she said. “It has
to be cleaned. The change says if
you're knowingly conditioning
seed for unauthorized use, itis an
infringement.”

* Removing all genderreferences.

 Striving for prompt payment.

¢ Including potato varieties,
which are now unprotected.

“Anumber of states are looking
at VNS right now,” Cahill said.

Officialshope toaddressdisputes
involving seeds with somebody at
the state level before they get to
court.

“The advantage of arbitration
is, it is a relatively quick process,
less expensive than court, and you
can have legal counsel. With an
arbitration panel, you are also deal-
ing with people who know some-
thing of your business,” Cahill said.

She said ASTA hoped both the
House and Senate would pass the
bill in time for the July recess,
which began July 1.
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The UPOV treaty deals with
other issues as well. USDA PVP
Office Commissioner Ken Evans
said it would extend plant variety
protection, including turfgrass,
from 18 to 20 years, and for woody
plants from 18 to 25 years

Tom Salt, plant variety protec-
tion examiner with the USDA,
added that under the old version
of UPOV, “your rights were to the
propagating material. No one
could reproduce, by seed, your
variety. Under new guidelines,
that would be extended to repro-
ducible material, plant parts and
harvested material...”

The new PVP also addresses
Essentially Derived, which casts
an eye toward biotechnology.

Ifabreederusesanotherperson’s
protected plant in order to develop
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