DR. KROSS RESPONDS TO HARVEY

Dear Mr. Harvey:

Last evening I received a telephone call from my
brother-in-law, a farmer in western lowa. He heard
your radio report this week describing our mortality
study of golf course superintendents. He asked me
how did our study determine that pesticides were
killing birds and humans on golf courses. I knew
something was wrong, so I obtained a transcript of
your commentary (see GCN, Feb. '94, page 13).

Your commentary is inaccurate and misleading
with respect to our study. Our study did not collect
any data about pesticides and birds. Moreover, as
clearly stated in our press release (copy enclosed),
our statistical mortality study was not capable of
supporting or refuting a cause-and-effect relation-
ship between pesticides and cancer. Indeed, my
recommendations about smoking cessation and
minimizing pesticide exposures are prudent public
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health strategies for golf course superintendents
and the general public.

Mr. Harvey, I am very concerned about your
misrepresentation of our study. The public does
need to be informed about important environmental
and occupational health issues. The media are im-
portant partners in discriminating accurate results
of research studies. I request that you broadcast a
corrected version of your commentary about our
study. Thank you.

Old friend Paul Harvey
continues to take pot shots
at the turf industry, then
hide away in his Chicago-
land bunker. Following his
Feb. 8 attack, the master of
oversimplification has not
responded — by phone or
post—to Golf Course News,
RISE, mortality study au-
thor Dr. Burton Kross, or
the myriad superintendents
who've objected to his war
of disinformation. Two let-
ters — as yet unanswered
— appear on either side,
proving that intelligent dia-
loguescan bevery one-sided.

Burton C. Kross, PhD, PE

Principal Investigator

Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America Mortality Study

Associate Professor, University of Iowa

Ed. The above letter was reprinted with the author’s
permission. Dr. Kross reports receiving no response
from Harvey, who has never returned a call to Golf
Course News, either.
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RISE CHIEF JAMES TAKES
HARVEY TO TASK
«. AGAIN

Dear Mr. Harvey:

There you go again!

In your Feb. 8 broadcast you
again make quantum-leap as-
sumptions regarding health and
pest control on the nation’s golf
courses.

Shame for using your popular
program to raise unwarranted
fears with erroneous and unsup-
ported comments. Specifically, in
this instance:

1.“.. .astudy commissioned by
[Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of Americal] is reporting
that not only are golf course pes-
ticideskilling the birds, but they're
killing golf course superinten-
dents, also.” Paul Harvey News,
Feb. 8, 1994.

e The GCSAA-commissioned
study by a University of lowa
Medical Center research team,
headed by Dr. Burton Kross, had
nothing to do with deaths of birds
— nor did it find that pesticides
are “killing golf course superin-
tendents”. Those are your words
and your conclusions, not the re-
searchers.

e The study, as noted both by
Dr. Kross and GCSAA, did not
draw any cause-and-effect rela-
tionships.

e As described by both, the
study was a preliminary statisti-
cal summary of 618 golf superin-
tendent death certificates across
the entire nation over a 22-year
period, and (quoting Dr. Kross)
“cannot be interpreted to mean
that golfers are at risk.”

* The statistical summary
showed higher-than-normal
deaths due to lung and brain can-
cers, both related to extended
years of cigarette and cigar smok-
ing. Other cancers — pancreatic,
large intestine, prostate, non-
Hodgkins lymphoma— also were
noted as higher than that of the
average population. A number of
specialists, such as Dr. Anthony
B. Miller, preventive medicine,
University of Toronto, note that
many other cancers, such as stom-
ach, kidney, bladder and pan-
creas, have been directly linked
to smoking, as well. Additionally,
two recent reports in The Journal
of the National Cancer Institute
list smoking as an important fac-
tor in colon cancer.

¢ Asnoted in ourenclosed state-
ment, the specialty pesticide in-
dustry welcomes further research
into any human health concerns.
What we can’t welcome — nor
should you be guilty of — are
efforts to elevate highly prelimi-
nary, unproven research into
speculative assumptions that raise
unwarranted fears among golf-
ers—or any segment of our popu-
lation.

Allen James

Executive Director

RISE (Responsible Industry
for a Sound Environment)

Ed. The above letter was re-
printed with the author’s permis-
sion. James has yet to hear back
from Harvey.
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