Composting trend makes chippers, sweepers invaluable -
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Minneapolis, Minn. 55420
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CIRCLE #111

By HAL PHILLIPS

Storm damage means downed trees.
And downed trees are a nightmare for
superintendents. And while chippers and
sweepers come in awfully handy in the
wake of natural disasters, there is a more
commonplace, everyday application for
these course management tools.

Composting has become an ever more
common trend amongst superintendents
who seek to maximize their natural fer-
tilization capabilities while minimizing
their trips the landfill.

Some may consider chippers and
sweeper a luxury item, but circumstances
often dictate otherwise.

“It depends on the number of trees you
have on your particular course,” said Tim
Hiers, head superintendent at Collier’s
Reserve in Naples, Fla. “If your landfill is
80 miles away, it's worth it to have your
own chipper. And some local ordinances
— more and more all the time — may say
you can’t put anything in the landfill, in
which case you really need a chipper.”

Sweepers serve the same purpose in areas
rife with assiduous trees. The process of
clearing leaves off the playing surface is, of
course, made easier by using a sweeper. But
what do you do with the leaves and grass
clippings if your landfill is restrictive or
closed, as an increasing number are in the
Northeast?

“Sweeping it up and composting is becom-
ing a big trend,” said Hiers.

Kevin Pryseski is head superintendent at
Cattail Creek Country Club in Edgewood,
Md., a Willard Byrd design that opened this
July. This will be the first autumn for Cattail,
so there isn’t much of a compost heap — yet.

“We use the sweeper for everything: Espe-
cially vacuuming after we dragged the fair-
ways,” said Pryseski. “The Toro we have also
has a blower attachment so we can blow
leaves into piles then suck them up later.

“We just opened in July, so what we'll
probably do is let the leaves sit for while.
Then we’ll take the spreader and disperse
the clippings and rotted leaves on the driving
range.”
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102nd St. & 9th Ave.
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