NEWS IN BRIEF

BRANSON, Mo. — Ledgestone will
be the name of a 6,800-yard, 18-hole golf
course to be developed here by the
Arkansas firm of Cooper Communities
Inc. The course will be the centerpiece
of the proposed retirement and recre-
ation community. First phase of the

development will embrace 800 acres.
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PIERCE TWP., Ohio — Great Tra-
ditions, the developer interested in
building a golf course here, stillis weigh-
ingits options. Meanwhile, Pierce Town-
ship trustees have met with a represen-
tative of the consulting firm they hired
to evaluate the feasibility of building a
golf course on the 500 acres that once

was Warnerton Farm.
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GRANTS, N.M. — While the soon-
to-be-opened 18-hole golf course adja-
cent to the New Mexico Women’s Cor-
rectional Facility was receiving
generouswater treatment, parched pris-
oners inside the facility went without
shower or toilet water for two straight
Sundays. City manager Willie Alire as-
sured prison personnel it wouldn't hap-
pen again.

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — Last No-
vember, the Indian Wells City Council
approved plans for a 18-hole, 600-acre
country club known as The Reserve at
Hidden Valley.Now, three Indian Wells
residents have complained to a River-
side grand jury that the city is wasting
$10 million in public redevelopment
funds on a private country club. The
1992-93 grand jury ended its term June
30 without concluding its review of the

complaint.
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SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Cobblestone
Golf Group has relocated its offices to
Del Mar near San Diego. The new ad-
dress and telephone numberis 3702 Via
De LaValle, Ste. 202, Del Mar, CA92014;
619-794-2602.

NEWS

Long-delayed Colorudg

Special permit for use
of nationalforest land
granted after 20 years

By PETER BLAIS

TEAMBOAT SPRINGS, Colo. — A
S massive golf/skiresort thathasbeen

on the drawing board for 20 years is
about to become reality.

Developers this summer obtained a 40-
year special-use permit from the National
Forest Service to develop $70 million Lake
Catamount resort. Approximately half the
complex will be on Routt National Forest
land.

The federal permit was the last major
roadblock in the way of the 7,000-plus acre
project, which will eventually include two
18-hole courses, lift capacity to serve 10,000
skiers daily, 3,800 dwelling units, 1,000
hotel rooms and 250,000 square feet of
commercial space.

All that remains is developing a master
plan and securing financing, a process that
should take about 18 months, said Richard
Browne, spokesman for the developers.

“We could break ground as early as
spring 1995,” he predicted.

To survive, a Rocky Mountain resort
must be a four-season affair, Browne said.
The five-month golf season is too short for
a new resort to survive without skiing.
Likewise, the ski numbers don’t work un-
less complemented by golf, he added.

“To survive today, you've got to have
both,” Browne said.

Developers will build roads and utilities
the first year, Browne speculated. Course
construction will probably start ayearlater.

“A golf course takes at least two years to
build because of the short growing season
up there,” Browne said from his Houston
office. “That means the courses would prob-
ably be ready for play by late 1998 or early
1999.”

That may seem a ways off to most, but
notto Browne, who has followed this project
since it was first conceived back in the
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‘We wanted to use less than
one-tenth of 1 percent of Routt
National Forest. We thought the
animals should be willing to
share a little corner
of that property.’

— Richard Browne,
developers' spokesman
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early 1970s. That's when a pair of local
Steamboat Springs developers dammed up
a portion of the Yampa River and formed
Lake Catamount.

The developers proposed a major ski
resort that would draw water from the lake
for use on nearby slopes. They envisioned
hosting many skiing eventsifthe Olympics
came to Colorado.

The Olympics never came and the project
languished in file drawers until the early
1980s when a group of former Steamboat
ski resort owners and Mitchell Energy Co.
of Houston formed a joint venture partner-

resort takes giant step

An artist's view of the Catamount resort, upon completion. Ground should break in 1995.

ship to revive the proposal.

They eventually convinced the federal
government to designate 4,000 acres of
Routt National Forest as a recreational
sports area. They coupled the federal land
with 3,260 acres they already controlled in
Rabbit Ears Pass.

During the late 1980s and early 1990s,
the various local, state and federal agen-
cies involved in the project required a total
of 110 public hearings.

“Getting that final environmental state-
ment accepted was a laborious task,”
Browne recalled. “It brought out every
environmental group. They all claimed we'd
be messing up the environment.

“A lot of them felt strongly that people
just don’t belong in the mountains, only
animals do. We wanted to use less than
one-tenth of 1 percent of Routt National
Forest. We thought the animals should be
willing to share a little corner of that prop-
erty. They’d still have better than 99.9 per-
cent of it.”

Convincing environmentalists and gov-
ernment regulators that wildlife should
move over, even if ever so slightly, didn’t

Continued on page 26

CYPRESS
Poa ftrivialis

Cypress is grown under the
auspices of the Oregon
State University
Certification Program.

“BEST OVERSEEDED GRASSES ON THE
PUTTING GREEN WERE SABRE AND
CYPRESS® CULTIVARS OF POA TRIVIALIS”

1992 University of Florida Dormant Bermudagrass
Overseeding Trial - Gainesville, Fi

Private and university trials
have shown Cypress to be a
premier overseeding grass.

Cypress Poa trivialis estab-
lishes fast and can be cut
close immediately, even after
overseeding. As your Ber-
mudagrass goes dormant,
Cypress will provide the finest
dark green putting surface
with no interruption in play.
Cypress is tolerant to shade
and damp soils. This unique
prostrate growing variety
thrives in cool weather and
will survive cold weather that
will damage turf-type
ryegrasses and Cypress will
maintain its dark green color
all winter long.

As the weather turns hot in
the spring, Cypress will die
out naturally as your Ber-
mudagrass begins to grow.

MERCHANTS Cypress will not choke out
33390 TANGENT LOOP your Bermudagrass in the
;’:";‘)‘;":ENT' AR spring as some heat tolerant
(503) 926-8649 perennla! ryegrasses do.
OUTSIDE OREGON: Cypress is available alone or
800-421-1735 in blends.
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. “PowerBrush”
~_propelling action
with adjustable fins

The Millcreek 75TD.
The Topdresser designed for daily fee

courses and daily fee budgets.

Somewhere between the fussy finesse of a greens topdresser and the
huge expense of large capacity units - that's where the Millcreek 75TD
Topdresser fits in. You might think of it as a heavy duty all
around spreading machine for a multitude of jobs

Patented Spreading Action

Millcreek’s patented “PowerBrush” action
and adjustable directional fins enable you to
spread almost any flowable material in paths
from 3 to 10" wide. A single operator needs
no tools for safe, easy adjustments. PTO or
engine-drive. 2 cu. yd. capacity.

around your course: topdress fairway
areas (many use it on greens and tees
with great results), load sand into
bunkers, spread wood chips on trails,
21 and more. Plus, the Milicreek 75TD is
unsurpassed as a grass clipping

disperser, saving high disposal

costs for many courses. You'd

expect to pay around $10,000 for
a machine of this quality. But just
wait until you see the price.
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YoricTonne
2617 Stumptown Rd.
Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505

1-800-879-6507

Dealer inquiries invited.
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