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NEWS IN BRIEF

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Park Com-
mission members have said they would
like an 18-hole golf course and a Martin
Luther King Jr. memorial added to a
master plan for Martin Luther King Jr./
Riverside Park. Commission Chairman
John Malmo said suggested changes in
the park’s $6 million master plan —i.e.,
the golf course —would give ita money-
maker. The park’s current nine-hole
course breaks even.
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VERNON, N.J. — A state decision
to override wetlands laws has cleared
the way for a developer to build an 18-
hole golf course here. Glen Theobald,
vice president of Sussex Valley Devel-
opment Co., hopes construction will be-
gin early this summer on Wolf Paw Golf
Club, to be routed on 124 acres. He said
the project could not have been built
without the exemption granted by the
state Department of Environmental Pro-
tection. The project still needs a stream
encroachment permit and waiver allow-
ing the fill of 10 acres of wetlands.
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The Golf
Channel has acquired broadcast rights
to a combination of PGA Tour and Nike
Tour events for 1994. Though the 24-
hour, all golf cable channel has not yet
begun broadcasting, it has agreed to
televise six PGA Tour events — the
Deposit Guaranty Classic, B.C. Open,
New England Classic, Buick Southern
Open, Walt Disney World/ Oldsmobile
Classic and H.E.B. Texas Open — and
the entire Nike schedule. The Golf Chan-
nel will be distributed nationwide via
the Hughes Galaxy IR satellite.
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ALBANY, Ore. —The City Council
here has authorized spending up to
$8,000 to determine if the city could
profit by the building of an 18-hole golf
course. Bill Robinson, a golf course
owner and designer, said a site near
wetlandsin south Albany isa good place
for a new golf course.

BREAKTHROUGH TURF: BRED FOR SEASIDE USE

The “Cemetery Hole” at the Arthur Hills-designed Oakridge Course at The Landings resort in
Savannah, Ga. Because of its proximity to the Intracoastal Waterway, Oakridge may someday
benefit from research being conducted on seashore paspalum, a grass strain which is salt-resistant,
drought-resistant, fine-textured and requires relatively little pesticide application. It even stands up
well to effiuent laden with nickel and cadmium. For more on this breakthrough turf, see page 16.

Schenley Park project

nixed in Pittsburgh (R REEEEEE

PITTSBURGH — The City Council here elaborate development
has shot down a private developer’s bid to RICHLAND, Wash. — The Plan-
take over operation of the Schenley Park ning Commission has recommended
Golf Course. ‘the City Council approve a 300-acre’

The Council voted 4-1 against developer ‘commercial and golf course develop-
Carol Rosenbloom’s plan to spend $3.2 ment here.
million to renovate the run-down, 18-hole In addition to Buildingatown'cen‘-
course and turn it into a redesigned nine- ter, parks and condominiums, the

hole course with higher fees and a new ptoposal calls for a $2 million rede-
driving range. The course runs an annual sign of the Sham-Na-Pum Golf
deficit of $200,000 to $250,000, according ‘Course. Private money or city money
to Reginald Young, director of the city (raised through revenue bonds re-

Parks Department. paid by increased green fees) would
Rosenbloom’s plan prompted vociferous ‘pay for the redesign.
opposition from Squirrel Hill neighbors _ Dan Lofgren, head ofProwswoodf

who feared increased traffic and conges-
tion. Specifically, they didn’t like plans to
create a 100-car parking lot within the park
and light the proposed range at night.

Supers in High
Sierras getting
out from under

By DOUG SAUNDERS

The blizzard of '93 blanketed the East-
ern seaboard in March, impeding the ar-
rival of spring. Even venerable Augusta
National Golf Club, which received four
inches of snow, showed the lingering ef-
fects of winter during the Masters as the
dogwood and azaleas were late in bloom-
ing.

In the High Sierras of Californiaitis a far
different, far more serious story. Course
superintendents are creating spring on
their own through the use of snow groom-
ing machines, snowblowers, tarps, and
hand labor after the heaviest winterin seven
years brought more than 55 feet of snow
and left a pack that varies from five to 12
feet. Innovative methods to deal with
fusiarium and typhula mycelium have been
created by these resourceful turf techni-
cians.

The great challenge from deep snow-
packs is the thick white blanket can create
aperfectenvironment in which fungi thrive.
As the pack builds up, an air layer 1-foot to
2-feet thick forms between the ground and
the bottom of the pack. In spring, as tem-
peratures warm, rains and snow melt will
percolate through the pack providing mois-
ture to the dark air pocket. The snow pro-
vides the perfect temperature, 34 to 38
degrees F. It is fusiarium heaven.

Superintendents do systematic prepara-
tions to their courses in fall to prepare the
turf for the long winter rest. But variable
weather and temperatures mean that no
two winters are alike. Flexibility and dili-
gent monitoring of the turf are primary to
bringing the courses back in the spring.

Joel Blakerat Tahoe Donner Golf Course
has been at this mountain course for two
years. He came to the Sierra from Peach
Tree in the warm Sacramento Valley and
has had a baptism by fire of what snow
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Snowbound no more

Continued from page 3
molds can do.

“I have been trying different fungicide applications to find
the best method, but each year presents a new challenge,”
Blaker said. “Last winter we had warm weather in January
and February, then alot of snow in March. That first year I put
down a double rate application of FF2 and had serious effects
from microdochium nivale [pink snow mold]. This winter I
used three different applications. I put down a single applica-
tion the first week of October, sprayed Rubigan at a rate of 8
ounces per 1000, and then laid down another ap of FF2 at the
end of the month. I wanted to give time for the plant to absorb
the fungicide, as I thought that last year it dissipated before
it was absorbed.”

This winter the snows began in earnest in early November.
The FF2 only protects for 120 days and the courses had been

DEVELOPAENT

under snow for 150. Serious pink snow mold appeared again.

The most important job for the mountain superintendents
isto create another month of growing time. The only solution
to this problem may be snow removal.

Beginning in mid-March, Carl Rygg, of Resort at Squaw
Creek, began digging out his course with two piston bullys,
four snowblowers, and 13 men. For Rygg it is very important
to get dug out earlier because his course is not allowed to use
any fungicide due to county restrictions.

“The first greens exposed showed little snow mold but as
I dug out more, just two weeks later, it was a different story,”
Rygg said. “I was surprised at how quickly the optimum
conditions for microdochium are created. It means that
getting the greens exposed earlier is important so that they
can begin to grow and can be worked on.”

Rygg’s plan: Dig out all the greens, then cover them with
Typar blankets to increase soil temperature. Tarps are re-
moved in the day and covered at night, except during rains.

Don Colton at Ponderosa Golf Course, a small 9-hole
facility, covers his putting surfaces in November and leaves
the tarps down all winter. With only a two-man crew, his
options are limited.

“I don’t get the deep pack that many courses around here
get, which is an advantage,” Colton said. “The covers help to
hold the fungicide on the green as my greens don’t drain well.
But putting covers down for the entire winter in a deep
snowpack could cause problems. Ifice forms under the pack
and freezes, the tarps to the green could desiccate your turf.
Itis important to be able to get to the tarps easily to deal with
the weather changes.”

Asfar as fairways are concerned, Rygg and Blaker have the
most intensive need to clear snow because of the deep pack.
Blaker purchased $1,300 of barks chips which absorb the
sun’s heat and accelerates the melting. Rygg is plowing out
fairways and then spreading the snow throughout the wet-
land that surround his meadow course.
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'RegalFate’

RegalFate™ is a
granular insecticide
with the active
ingredient impregnated
on a 100% edible
organic carrier and
then baited with

G an attractant to lure
l insects. And lure
it does. Mole
crickets, grubs, sod
webworms and a host of
other pesky insects
are drawn to
RegalFate™ and
then make the

TEMPEST CONTROLLED AIRSTREAMS POWER BLOWERS

The ONLY air movement system designed for golf courses.

Introducing the Quick-Dry™
Air Movement System

Only Tempest Controlled Airstreams
offers you a complete line of gas and
electric-powered portable blowers
designed especially for golf courses.

Control Diseases

Now you can control the green
environment and prevent or cure
diseases by throwing an “Air Blanket”
over troublesome greens reducing heat,
humidity, water and frost.

Portable or Pole-Mounted Osclllator
Tempest offers a complete line of gas or electric

oscillator.

Unique Design, Covers More Area
The Tempest unique Dynamic Safety Shroud™

green, covering more area than any other unit.
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models including pole-mounted units with adjustable

creates a “cone of air” that reaches across the entire

4924 E. Lansing Way, Suite 103 * Fresno, CA 93727-7407

Speclal Features

Control air movement over any size green * Lower surface
temperature instantly * Rid greens of stagnant air * Quickly
dry greens, tennis courts, other surfaces * Quiet continuous

operation * Most powerful unit on the market

Call 1-800-346-2143 for more information.
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SOD WEBWORM

RegalFate™ is many times more effective
because the insect ingests it. Control by
contact or vapor action is only partially as
effective as the ingested toxicant. Spread the
dry granular BioFate™ for superior results.
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