BRIEFS

GRAVES PROMOTES TWO

WALNUT CREEK, Calif. — Robert
Muir Graves, Ltd. has promoted Dan
Bucko and Neal Meagher to associate
golf course architects. Graves said the
promotions reflect an appreciation of
the comprehensive services the two
provide RMG clients.
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YOUNG'S MAPLE RIDGE TAKES SHAPE

COLUMBUS, Ga. — Maple Ridge
Golf Club, a 6500-yard, par-72 course
designed by Mike Young of
Watkinsville, Ga., is expected to open in
the fall. The 18-hole layout on a wooded
property of rolling terrain will be an
upscale daily-fee course. It is being
built in conjunction with the Maple
Ridge Residential Community, a recre-
ational development that will include
nearly 500 single-family homes, a club-
house, pool, tennis courts and walking
paths.

JOHNSON IN NAME CHANGE

AVON, Colo. — Golf Design Associ-
ates has changed
its name to Andy
Johnson Design.
Johnson has 20
yearsexperiencein
golf course devel-
opment. His latest
project is an 18-
hole private club in
Winter Park.

Andy johson
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RIVERSIDE REMODELING

FRESNO, Calif. — The municipal Riv-
erside Golf Course is starting a three-
year program fo remodel all 18 greens,
enlarge tees and add and renovate bun-
kers. EBITGolf, a subsidiary of
CourseCo., has undertaken the renova-
tion after taking over management of
the facility. Golf course architect Andy
Raugust, in charge of the design up-
date, said the course was built in 1939
and plays 80,000 to 95,000 rounds a
year.

......................................................

BLUE T DEVELOPED MUNI

CHILLICOTHE, Mo. — Blue T Golf
of Omaha, Neb., coordinated the financ-
ing and development of the new munici-
pal golf course for the city of Chillicothe.
Blue T President Bill Tate clarified a
story that appeared in the April issue,
saying the facility, which opened May 1,
was only designed by Fairway Develop-
ment Group.

GOLF COURSE NEWS

Jackie Nicklaus: Making his own mark

By HAL PHILLIPS

ith an eye toward establish-
ing his own name in the re-
gion, Jack Nicklaus I has

signed his first two design deals in Asia-
Pacific.

The first project, an 18-hole golf course
community in Surabaya, Indonesia, was
finalized at Golf Asia '93 in March.
Located 10 minutes from downtown
Surabaya, Bukit Darmo Golf Club will
feature 1,000 homesites and a Jack
Nicklaus Golf Academy. The younger
Nicklaus has also signed on as lead
architect of an Indian project in Banga-
lore.

“I'm trying to establish myself as a
quality designer,” said Jack II, who has
completed three courses in the United
States and England. A fourth will open
this summer in Ohio, USA.

“I think I have the creativity and
knowledge to be a good architect, a top-
notch architect. And it gives me unbeliev-
able satisfaction to create something
great from something not-so terrific — to
see an end-product when nothing was
there before.”

Nicklaus knows the region fairly well,

Jack Nicklaus Il

having played on the Asian Tour. Yet,
even thousands of miles from his Florida
home, Jack II faced the inevitable

comparisons to his father’s playing
ability.

The design game is no different. Jack
11 and his father both toil under the
Nicklaus Design banner, and while Jack
Sr. has been pretty busy in the region
(he has three projects underway, to go
along with his recently completed Bumi
Serpong course in Jakarta), Jack II sees
Asia-Pacific as a place to make famous
his own style of architecture.

“I think I have the ability to be my own
person in the design field, more so than
on the playing side,” he explained. “You
have to establish relationships with this
business. It's a long-term deal. It's not a
week, like some tournament. Or two-and-
a-half years, like some project. It's a long-
term commitment that goes on after the
course is finished.

“In that sense I feel I can establish
myself as my own person, through my
own actions.”

The Bukit Darmo project is ambitious.
In addition to the 18 holes, an aquatic
range is planned and a short, three-hole
course will ring the range facility.

Though Nicklaus paid his first visit to

Continued on page 37

Golf in the Far East

Vietnam — yes, Vietnam — joins blitz

By HAL PHILLIPS

No longer an insular backwater content
to watch its neighbors soak up the foreign
capital, Vietnam has leapt into the golf
development arena with both feet.

While investors are looking at numer-
ous projects all over the country, two
projects — one outside Hanoi, the other
near Ho Chi Minh City — illustrate the
opportunity in Vietnam and the willing-
ness of its government to embrace free
market notions. Indeed, both golf resorts
are being developed in concert with the
state-run tourism department.

“It's a one-party system that wants to
establish a free market economy,” said
Rose Earhart, marketing director for King’s
Island Golf Club and Resort outside Hanoi.
“The government has been very coopera-
tive. This is a country that sees the oppor-
tunity.

“We've even had the army assistin build-
ing the course — driving bulldozers, for
example. They’re good workers, very dis-
ciplined.”

King’s Island, situated on Dong Mo Res-
ervoir 45 km west of Hanoi in the Ha Tay
Province, will eventually feature two 18-
hole courses — designed by American
architect Bob McFarland — a golf school,
sports center, boating facilities, 80-room

guest lodge and 50 corporate villas for
long-term rental. Ground was broken on
the first 18 holes in February. The first
nine should open before the close of 1993,
said Earhart.

King's Island Corp. Ltd. of Bangkok is
the developer, in cooperation with the Ha
Tay Province Tourism Dept. Earhart said
it will cost individuals USS5,000 to join the
club, USS15,000 for total resort privileges.
However, King’s Island is designed tobe a

The sun sets beautifully
on Vietnam, including the
9th hole, left, at King's
Island near Hanoi is
nestled in the forest.

true destination resort that also caters to
non-Vietnamese doing business locally.

“If you want to get anything done in
Vietnam, you have to come to Hanoi. And
the common lament is, “There’s nothing to
do here,” “ Earhart explained. “There’s a
Korean businessman in the city who's
waiting for his permits to come through.
I've seen him hitting golf balls off the dike
into the Red River.”

Continued on page 33

Sun rises on two Casper, Nash additions out West

Two golf courses designed by Casper/
Nash architects have opened at Del Webb's
Sun City communities in Palm Springs,
Calif., and Las Vegas, Nev.

The course in Palm Springs is designed
around the new Sun City retirement com-
munity there. “It's a beautiful desert golf
course,” said Greg Nash. “The layout fea-
tures sand dunes, 14 lakes, palm tress,
ornamental flowers, water falls, and large
greens.

“We've planted over 1,000 new palm trees,
and have about 1,500 othertreesonthe course

— 800 of those are mature date palms, and
about 200 surround the 18th green.”

The course in Las Vegas is on the north-
west hillside, said Nash. “It’s built on the
highest point overlooking the city. So we
took advantage of the terrain. Most holes
play uphill or downhill, with elevated tees
and greens. We planted a lot of pine trees,
so it doesn’t look like a desert course. The
greens are large, the pin placements var-
ied, and the terrain rises and drops 500
feet. The last five holes are all downhill,
and the view is spectacular.”

The Las Vegas course is 6,330 yards
long and plays par 72.

“Billy Casper and I represent a unique
design team,” says Nash. “I'm the artist
and technician. Billy looks at a course from
a player’s standpoint.

“He knows how to make a course fun to
play for senior players. He is very particu-
lar about the greens. For example, some of
the greens on these new coursesare 10,000
square feet, large and contoured, with vari-
ous pin placements, making putting inter-
esting every time you play the course.”
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Vietnam joins golf
marketplace

Continued from page 31

The situation is similar outside Ho Chi
Minh City in the south, where the USS$30
million Song Be Golf Resort is being devel-
oped by the Palm Song Be Golf Company, a
joint venture between the state-owned en-
terprise Protrade and the Singapore-based
TCI Group of Companies.

“There's a huge demand for golf in Ho
Chi Minh City because there's very little to
do during the day,” explained Australian
Peter Dalkeith Scott, the golf course archi-
tect of Song Be. “It’s like going out to the
wild west. Frontier stuff. There's just noth-

»

ing there.

Song Be is also designed to be a full-
service resort, complete with 18-hole golf
course, banquet rooms, health/massage/
sauna facilities, shops, hotel accommoda-
tions and housing lots. It, too, is taking aim
at the idle business community in Ho Chi
Minh City.

Named after a Mekong tributary, Song
Be (“Little River”) is 20 km north of the city
center. Scott described the 104-hectare site
as extraordinarily beautiful and quite
unique, to say the least.

“We've found elaborate tunnel systems
left over from the war and we keep finding
unexploded bombs in rice paddies,” he
said. “When we find the bombs, the local
expert comes out and defuses them on site,

then takes the gunpowder out and makes
firecrackers with it.

“There’s also an old American water
tower riddled with bullet holes and abunch
of craters on site. Some we've left alone
and others we've filled with sand.”

In a country long fraught by conflict and
cut off from the free world, foreigners are
bound to harbor misconceptions.

“The Vietnamese are more vocal than
many Asians,” said Earhart. “In fact, I had
one woman tell me, ‘We're more like you
Americans. When we're happy, we show
it. When we’re angry we show it.

“But the biggest misconception I had
was assuming there would be ill will to-
ward Americans,” said Earhart. “It’s just
not true. I've never been ashamed or hesi-

tant to tell them I'm American.”

This forgive-and-forget attitude toward
the U.S. is more prevalent in the north,
where the U.S. ground troops rarely ven-
tured. In the south, where many natives
felt betrayed by the American pullout in
1975, the situation is a little different.

“When we first saw the site, there was a
little hostility because they thought we
were American,” said Scott.

“But I think the biggest misconception
is that the Vietnamese don’t know what
they're doing. They're extremely placid
people in the main, but underneath there is
this incredible will to learn and succeed.

“We have only one expatriate oversee-
ing the project. All other work is done
under the direction of Vietnamese.”
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DY ON
DY'ON "W*"

You Make The Choice

Dy'On is the original spray
indicator......the first to
let you see where you
sprayed.....a temporary
dye that will slowly
fade away in sunlight.
Dy'On is also recom-
mended as a pond
and lake dye. Other
diluted, imitator
products are worth
far less.

Dy'On "W" (washahle)
is not a dye hut a
temporary colorant.
It is equally easy
to use as Dy'On
yet will rinse

GROOMER-GAGE™

-‘

ROPE-LOC"

a rope staking system that works!

As shown, the rope is
securely ‘wedged’ in place.

ﬁecislon tools for positive mower adjustments

ACCU-GAGE™

The Accu-Gage is a precision
measuring instrument for accurately
setting up greens mowers or other

percision mowers. Available in 15",
18’ or 24" bars. Lifetime bar

- The Groomer Gage is a
precision tool for accurately
setting grooming depth on
groomer or verticutter units.

effective way to
cool and lubricate
bedknife and reel

Eliminates rope and

stake failure. '
grinding operations
resulting in a better
and more accurate

1

R e N

SIZER-GAGE™
Developed for use on
mowers without front rollers
or when the measurement
must be made from the front
of the mowing unit.

KoorMisT

MIST COOLANT SYSTEMS

A simple but

grinding job.

e

— BENCH-PLATE™ )

The Bench Plate is a
utility surface plate with
an attached parallel bar

for use in setting rear
rollers parallel with the
reel. Standard size is
12" x 24", Oversized
model is 24" x 36”".

GANG-CHEK™

The Gang-
Chek is an

effective tool
for setting up
and checking
gang mowers.

12v  GEYSER™
BATTERY A powerful 12
PUMP volt D.C.
e — Pump. Ideal

for irrigation

system

repairs,

flooded sand
bunkers, etc.
Pumps up to

26 g.p.m.

PRECISION TOOL PRODUCTS CO. ¢ 7836 Bethel Church Rd. * Saline, M148176

Phone 1-800-253-2112 or 313-42

9-9571 or FAX 313-429-3985

off hands,
driveways
and walk-
ways
quickly
and
easily.

For
the best
value, use
either spray
indicator,
Dy'On or Dy'On "W",
You make the choice.

EGAL

CHEMICAL COMPANY

Regal Chemical Company
P.O. BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30238
PHONE 404-475-4837 / 800-621-5208

CIRCLE #128

THE GREENS SENTINAL

A System Used By The TORO Company

Used by TORO on their upcoming, new Greensmaster series mower. You can now update any of your
Greensmaster mowers or just order your new Greensmaster 3000 with The Greens Sentinal already installed.

Order from your TORO Distributor

NEW MODELS:

Just bolt or clamp onto mower

Protect your greens
from Hydraulic oil damage

Don't let this happen to your gréen!!

FITS TORO GREENSMASTER &

CLAIMS: TORO 223 -D

1. Alarm sounds with a loss of only three to five ounces of oil.

2. Usesa umq;r\;lely patented floating chamber system

3. Indg:;ates \g er; oil pump has ajlr eak (aeleration (éf pump) on B.H. SALES
suction side of pump. Air in oil causes float to drop on contact points. T

4. Easily bolted or%lan?ped into your hydraulic systerrr)m = i P.O. BOX 3467

5. Allows for pitch and roll of greens. SANTA ROSA,CA 95402

6. Comes fully equipped to mount onto your mower.

(707) 823-2107
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