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First family of design 
reunited in Florida 
Robert Sr., Bobby Jones collaborate 

B y M A R K L E S L I E 

ORLANDO, Fla.—After 
20 years, the Joneses are -

k back together. RobertTnent 
Jones Sr. and Jr. — Trent 
and Bobby. 

Father and son have 
agreed with Disney Devel-
opment Co. to design an 18-
hole public daily-fee golf 
course as part of Disney's 
next major undertaking, 
Celebration. A small-town 
community steeped in the 
past yet incorporating cut-
ting-edge ideas for the fu-

ture, the city of Celebration 
will be built on 4,000 to 5,000 
acres of Disney-owned land 
here, according to Tom 
Sunnarborg, Disney's de-
velopment manager for rec-
reation and amenities. 

"We're excited," said 
Robert Trent "Bobby" 
Jones Jr. "I think it will be 
fun for both of us. It is fun 
for both of us. 

"I've spent a lot of time 
with my father in Florida 
since my mother died [July 

Continued on page 48 

SPECIAL REPORT: BERMUDAGRASS 

A new technology from Britain enables superintendents to 
overseed with Bermudagrass (above). For this and more 
breaking news on Bermudagrass, see pages 25-29. 

Posting & Notification 

Should the chemical industry 
pursue a national standard? 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

While the party line is 
clear enough, the debate 
persists among chemical 
industry executives who 
disagree on whether the 
country needs a nationwide, 
standardized posting and 
notification statute. 

Twenty-three states have 
already adopted their own 
P&N laws, which requir^ 
applicators to inform abut-
ting property owners of 
what is being applied and 
when. However, each state 
has different standards for 
signage, setback and other 
"precautionary" measures. 
While groups such as RISE 
(Responsible Industry for a 
Sound Environment) have 
fought and will continue to 
fight such laws, sober ob-
servation would point to the 
proliferation of such laws in 
the remaining 27 states. 

Some in the chemical in-

dustry, however, see this 
struggle as an uphill battle 
hot worth fighting. Ron 
Fister, director of specialty 
sales at Sandoz Agro Inc., 
believes the industry 
should seek a nationwide 
posting and notification 
statute that would standard-
ize requirements (thereby 
saving companies money) 
and project a pro-active im-
age for manufacturers of 
pesticides, herbicides and 

Continued on page 58 

Course owners warned of 
mystery medical liabilities 
B y K I T B R A D S H A W 

The clinical ecologists have. The media have. And 
golf course owners had better become more familiar 
with MCSS — that's the message from Orlando attor-
ney David Henry, who spoke at February's National 
Golf Course Owners Association Conference here in 
Orlando. 

"Generally speaking, those who claim to have Mul-
tiple Chemical Sensitivity Syndrome (MCSS) say that 
exposure to toxic chemicals or poisons has caused a 
disregulation of the immune system. This has created 
such symptoms as respiratory problems, itching, nau-
sea, headaches, and so on," said Henry. 

Two problems have occurred with this syndrome, he 
pointed out. First, there is not a lot of clinical evidence 
to support the claim; and second, physicians who call 

Continued on page 52 

Members soundly defeat bylaw amendments 

N E W S P A P E R 

SHOW WRAP-UP 
The 64th International Conference and Show drew a near-
record 16,000golf industry members to Anaheim. For com-
plete coverage of the politics, education, merchandising and 
assorted pageantry, turn to pages 30-39. 

B y P E T E R B L A I S 

While the Golf Course Su-
perintendents Association 
of America board of direc-
tors may have suffered a 
black eye from the over-
whelming rejection of the 
proposed bylaw changes, 
the board and association 
probably sustained no per-
manent damage. 

"If anything, I walked 
away from the annual meet-
ing thinking we were a 
stronger organization," said 
Bob Maibusch of Hinsdale 
(111.) Golf Club, one of the 
bylaw changes more vocal 
critics. 

"It could turn into a real 
positive in the long run if it 

Continued on page 39 



Most proposed GCSAA bylaw changes absorb harsh defeat 
Continued f rom page 1 

makes the board really look at 
issues before presenting them to 
the membership the next time." 

By wide margins at the Jan. 30 
annual meeting, members re-
jected proposals to give the board 
authority to set dues; replace the 
delegate voting system with a one-
person-one-vote format; change 
the two-thirds vote needed for 
passing association proposals to a 
simple majority; and restructure 
membership classes to encour-
age non-superintendents to join 
the association. 

The only change passed was 
one altering the wording in the 
articles of incorporation. 

'The membership spoke pretty 
clearly. They weren't in agree-
ment with the direction the direc-
tors wanted to take us on those 
issues," said Dick Stuntz, head 
superintendent at Alvamar Coun-
try Club in Lawrence, Kansas. 

In fact, their support of the pro-
posed bylaw changes undoubt-
edly contributed to the defeats of 
incumbent directors Charles 
Passios and Joseph Hahn. 

'They felt passing the bylaws 
was important. They were sort of 
victimized by their support for 
them," said newly elected Presi-
dent Randy Nichols. 

Maibusch agreed. 
"I have the utmost respect for 

both of those guys," he said. "Ev-
eryone on the board is dedicated 
to the association. Joe and Charlie 
are excellent superintendents. 
You've got to give them credit for 
standing up for what they believed 
in. Their defeats had nothing to 
do with their qualifications. They 
were adamant supporters of the 
changes and it hurt them." 

Few were surprised by the one-
sidedness of the vote. 

"After talking to a few people 
during the week, you knew how it 
was going to go," Maibusch said. 

Added Stuntz: "For all the con-
troversy, when it came time to 
vote, there was very little discus-
sion. It only took about a half 
hour." 

Despite the vote, opponents and 
proponents agreed there was 
some good in the proposals. They 
will likely be modified and re-in-
troduced at future meetings, they 
said. 

For example, Maibusch specu-
lated that a proposal giving the 
board power to raise dues every 
so often and within certain guide-
lines would likely receive support. 

"Say the board came up with 
something like they could raise 
dues 10 percent and not more 
than once every three years un-
less the membership approved. 
Something like that might pass," 
he said. 

The vote against reclassifying 
memberships could make it more 
difficult to attract new members, 
particularly non-superintendents, 
said Nichols, who predicted the 
matter would resurface in the near 
future. 

Members might support new 
membership classifications with 
assurances that superintendents 
would continue to control their 
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association, Maibusch said. 
"Reclassifying memberships 

should be put to a member-wide 
vote," he said. "Superintendents 
are concerned about the mem-
bership going from something 
like 12,000 to 35,000 in a short 
period of time and realizing that 
20,000 or more of those new mem-
bers would not be superinten-
dents. 

'They may not want voting privi-
leges today. But at some point, 
particularly if their dues are simi-
lar to ours, they are going to want 
voting rights. That means 10 to 15 
years from now, we could be in a 
position where we really aren't a 

superintendents' association any 
longer." 

Added Maibusch: "I'm afraid 
the association might have gotten 
too caught up in being a business 
rather than an association. To in-
crease our membership just to 
have larger numbers isn't good. 
The association isn't in this just to 
make money, but to help the su-
perintendent. The bottom line 
isn't the only thing that should 
count with an association." 

Some charged that the board 
and staff did a poor job communi-
cating the reasons for and the 
effects of the proposed changes. 

Nichols disagreed, pointing out 

that board members visited 35 
regional chapter meetings to ex-
plain the proposals. 

"I don't think that's a fair criti-
cism," Nichols said. "If we didn't 
communicate the changes ad-
equately [with that many visits], I 
don't know what else we could 
have done. 

"I don't think the members nec-
essarily understood all the issues. 
Again, I think the superintendents 
are basically conservative and 
were saying they liked the way 
we've done things in the past, so 
why change." 

Maibusch agreed that the 
board did a good job trying to 

communicate 
the reasons for 1 
proposed changes 
by visiting so many 
chapters. His main 
concern was the "one-sided" 
treatment afforded the bylaw is-
sues by Golf Course Management 
magazine, which is published by 
the GCSAA. 

"We never saw a dissenting 
viewpoint there," Maibusch 
said. "The magazine was used 
politically. 

"I know the board won't let 
that happen again. I have a lot 
of confidence in the people on 
the board." 

Designing and developing a golf 
course has many aspects. But when 
it came to the turf for the Atlantic 
Golf Club, Rees Jones knew he 
could depend on the service and 
technical support from Lofts. 
How to create the "links land" 
look. What grasses would do 
best in different areas. The 
agronomic techniques for 
establishing the grasses. And 
a suggested maintenance 
program Bob Ranum could 
consider following for the 
continued success of the 
course. All with cost-saving 
tips included. 
Lofts is the world's largest 
marketer of turfgrass ' 
seed. So you can 
expect the finest 
varieties available. 
The professional service 
and technical support 
are bonuses. Get it 
all from Lofts and 
realize the difference! 




