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International Turfgrass Conference a chance to share ideas 
B y D R . G E O R G E S N Y D E R 

The design, construction, 
and maintenance of golf 
courses has become increas-
ingly complex in recent years 
because of demands from the 
golfing public and by official 
regulators and self-appointed 
critics of societal affairs. 

Players have always wanted 
better playing conditions, 
which require design, 
construction and mainte-
nance inputs. Yet many feel 
that inputs used to create and 
improve the game of golf 
should have virtually no 
impact on any surrounding 
area, including above and 
below the turf surface. To 
what extent, and how, can 
this be achieved? 

Both the improvement of 
turfgrass quality and the 
quantification and reduction 
of external impacts will be 
addressed at the 7th Interna-
tional Turfgrass Research 
Conference (ITRC) held this 
summer in West Palm Beach, 
Fla. As it turns out, the 
challenges the golfing 
industry is facing in the 
United States are being faced 
elsewhere as well, and in 
some countries the heat has 
been turned up even higher. 

For this reason, a lively 
exchange of ideas will surely 
emanate from turfgrass 
research and practical 
experience from throughout 
the world. Conference 
attendees will be able to 
discuss problems and solu-
tions one-on-one with others 
from a variety of countries. 

In addition, it is clear that 
golf is expanding into parts of 
the world that have known 
little about the game in the 
past. Participants from these 
countries will be eager to 
meet with their counterparts 
in the United States. Lasting 
personal relationships are 
sure to develop, and the ITRC 
has been designed to foster 
both formal and informal 
contacts among participants. 
There will be time after the 
oral presentations for ques-
tions from the audience, and 
poster sessions will foster 
detailed discussions among 
interested parties. 

Friendships are sure to 
arise among the participants 
and their families at the 
social events. 

The program will provide 
an excellent opportunity to 

Dr. George Snyder is the orga-
nizing chairman for the 7th Inter-
national Turfgrass Research Con-
ference, July 18-24, in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. (see story on page 14). 
He is a professor in the Soil Science 
Department of the University of 
Florida's Everglades Research and 
Education Center in Belle Glade, 
Fla. 
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enjoy The Breakers, 
one of the grandest 
oceanfront resorts 
in Florida, and all 
its amenities, at 
very attractive 
special conference 
rates. Thus, in 
addition to being a 
great educational 
opportunity for turf profes-
sionals, the conference 
promises to be a fun-filled 

Dr. George Snyder 

vacation value for 
the whole family. 

A special spouses 
program of daily 
activities is being 
offered, and swim-
ming, golf, tennis, 
fishing and a wide 
variety of other 
activities will be 

available. A $25 pass will 
enable golfers to play on a 
selection of courses before, 

after and during the confer-
ence. 

Each ITRC becomes a 
memorable event, made 
moreso by the quadrennial 
scheduling and, for U.S. 
participants, by the rarity of 
their occurrence in our 
country. It has been 20 years 
since the last ITRC was held 
here, and the next one may 
not be for another two 
decades. 

Thus, many U.S. residents 
may have only one or two 
chances to attend at ITRC 
during an entire career. 
Because of the importance 
and pertinence to the golfing 
industry of the topics sched-
uled, and because of the 
unique opportunity to meet 
with an international assem-
bly of one's turfgrass col-
leagues, this event should not 
to be missed. 

Frankly, it won't make a 
splash on your course* 
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If your players are tired of the splish, splash sloppiness associated with other ball washers, maybe 

it's time to pay less and get more — with the Professional Series Ball Washer by Standard Golf. • 

Our 
Professional 
Series Bali 

Washer has 
become 
a new 

tradition on 
courses 

around the 
world« 

It conveniently washes up to four balls at a time. With a few easy cranks 

of the handle, tough nylon bristles scrub dirt and grime away. • It's a 

clean winner for thousands of superintendents, too. The sensible overflow 

tube and drain construction prevents leaks and streaks, while making 

maintenance a breeze. And the beautifully durable case is available in the 

seven most popular colors in 

golf. • Con 

tact your 

nearby Standard Golf distributor and 

ask about the new tradition in ball wash-

ers. They won't make a splash on your 

course (or a ripple in your budget). 
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