
SUPPLIER BUSINESS 

New moniker 
for Ciba-Geigy: 
/ » • I • . Ciba, just Ciba 

NEW PRODUCT OF THE M O N I « 

The Micro-Mower from R.L Parsons & Sons Equipment of West Jefferson, Ohio. 

Micro-Mower tackles macro workload 
B y MARK L E S L I E 

WEST JEFFERSON, Ohio — It 
cuts. It mulches. It verticuts. Perhaps 
the Micro-Mower should be named 
the macro-mower since it was built to 
perform duties beyond the call. 

"It sets itself apart/' says R.L. 
Parsons & Son Equipment's market-
ing director, John Parsons. "My boss 
[Ralph Parsons] spent years design-
ing and engineering this product." 

The Micro-Mower MP340P is a 
three-gang "finish mower" with "high-
speed, dynamically balanced, flail 
cutting heads" that cuts from one-half 
to four inches high and 13 feet wide. 

The heads float so they don't scalp 
the ground, and the machine verticuts 
and mulches as it mows. A full-width 

roller helps give a precise cutting 
height, and the cutting heads are 
individually controlled via key 
switches so that various combinations 
can be accomplished. 

A high-speed (4,000 RPM versus 
1,500 RPM) rotor shaft drives the 
verticut knives which, Parsons said, 
spin counterclockwise. Most knives 
spin clockwise, but the Micro-
Mower's counter motion "pulls up the 
dead turf and mulches it." 

He said one pass normally achieves 
the verticut and mulch operations. 
Untreated areas might require a 
second pass for mulching. 

Parsons said the unit's light weight 
(1,150) pounds and low power 

Continued on page 39 

RISE NOTEBOOK 

Pre-emption 
movement adds 
four more states 

U.S. Rep. Robert 
Smith (left) speaks 
during April's pesti-
cide symposium, as 
Alyson Emanuel of 
BASF looks on. In 
photo above, Richard 
Voth of Monsanto 
talks with Billy 
McGriff of Senator 
Connie Mack's office. 

DuPont pulls plug 
on Tersan 1991, 
Manzate 200 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

WILMINGTON, Del. — Add 
DuPont fungicides Tersan 1991 and 
Manzate 200 to the growing list of 
chemicals whose reregistration with 
EPA cannot be justified by the manu-
facturer. 

When the U.S. Congress ratified 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide 
and Rodenticide Act in 1988 — man-
dating that all chemicals registered 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency before 1983 reregister by 1997 
— there were 45,000 chemicals on 
the market. 

There are now less than 20,000, ac-
cording to the EPA's A1 Heier. 

BRIEFS 

KINSERVIK MOVES UP AT JACKLIN 

Jacklin Seed Company recently an-
nounced the promotion of Traffic Man-
ager Jim Kinservik to the Domestic Mar-
keting Department. Kinservik originally 
joined Jacklin Seed 
Company is 1983, 
after graduating 
from Spokane 
Community Col-
lege with a degree 
in agribusiness, 
with an emphasis 
in seed and grain. 
He has been traffic 
manager with 
Jacklin for four years, coordinating all 
aspects of domestic and international 
shipping arrangements. 

SEED RESEARCH HONORS SCHMELKE 

Seed Research of Oregon has pre-
sented its "International Marketing Ex-
cellence" award to John Schmelke and 
Gordon Wing of Agrico Sales, Ltd. in 
Delta, British Columbia, Canada. The 
award recognizes innovative sales and 
marketing strategies, unsurpassed cus-
tomer service, and a commitment to 
professional excellence. "Agrico is a 
shining example for the entire industry. 
They are a model of integrity and inge-
nuity that every company would do well 
to emulate," said Mike Robinson, 
founder and president of Seed Research 
of Oregon. 

PRECISION APPOINTS LANCASTER 

NORTHBROOK, 111. — Precision 
Laboratories, Inc., has announced the 
appointment of Bobby N. Lancaster to 
the position of manager of its Whole-
sale Division. Agraduate of North Caro-
lina State University, Lancaster joins 
Precision after a successful career with 
IMC Fertilizer. He served in various 
sales and marketing positions with IMC 
for more than two decades and was 
active in many industry associations. 
Lancaster will be responsible for whole-
sale marketing and sales activities. 

CRAMPTION JOINS INTERNATIONAL SEEDS 

HALSEY, Ore. — Chuck Crampton 
has been appointed research agrono-
mist at International Seeds Inc. He will 
conduct turf quality and seed yield tri-
als along with data collection and analy-
sis. He will also provide technical sup-
port to sales and 
marketing person-
nel. Crampton 
comes to Interna-
tional Seeds from 
the Oregon State 
University, where 
he worked at the 
Agricultural Ex-
periment Station. 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

GREENSBORO, N.C. — Ciba-Geigy 
Corporation has announced a new corpo-
rate identity — Ciba — as part of a world-
wide program designed to reflect the chang-
ing face of the company. 

The company's Turf and Ornamental 
Products department, headquartered here 
in Greensboro, will now be known as Ciba 
Turf and Ornamental Products. Use of the 
new name and logo—blue lettering will be 
phased in over the next few months. 

In 1990, Ciba introduced a strategic busi-
ness philosophy called Vision 2000, which 
outlined the company's commitment to 
economic growth, social responsibility and 
environmental protection. This new iden-
tity reflects that commitment, according to 
Bill Liles, director of Ciba Turf and Orna-
mental Products. 

Liles explained the change is part of a 
series of key decisions made by Ciba man-
agement to position the company for future 
growth. Allowing greater autonomy and 
responsibility for business decision at the 
divisional level is an inherent part of the 
philosophy, he added. 

Other changes that reflect the new phi-
losophy include 

• Responding to social and environmen-
tal concerns by meeting or exceeding regu-
latory standards and meeting strict inter-
nal policies. For instance, water recovery 
efforts at one facility reduced waste by 99 
percent. 

Continued on page 36 

Pre-emption legislation has passed in 
four states and been defeated in three so 
far in 1993. 

Voters in Arkansas, Montana, Nebraska 
and North Dakota all passed pre-emption 
statutes, which limit a state's ability to 
override rulings handed down by the fed-
eral Environmental Protection Agency. 
Voters in Hawaii, Maryland and Wyoming 
said no. 

Thirty-three states now have pre-
emption statutes, and 11 more have pend-
ing bills. 

A bill that would create a federal pre-
emption statute is expected to be entered 
into the House of Representatives shortly. 
Sponsors will likely be Rep. Robert F. Smith 

(R-Ore.) and Rep. Harold LVolkmer CD-
Mo.). 

• • • 

More than 30 U.S. congressional aides 
and representatives of the federal EPA 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
attended a half-day "Specialty Pesti-
cide Federal Symposium," jointly spon-
sored by RISE (Responsible Industry for 
a Sound Environment) and the Chemical 
Producers and Distributors Association. 

The presentation, held in Washington, 
D.C., in late April, aimed to educate audi-
ence members about the value and ben-
efits of pesticides used for specialty pur-
poses. The panel of speakers included 

Continued on page 39 

• • • 

And this just in: The EPA has asked 
the registrants of five pesticides for 
voluntary interim risk-reduction mea-
sures that could be put into place in 
time for the 1994 growing season. 

These five pesticides — adlicarb 
(Rhone-Poulenc), azinphos-methyl 
(Miles, Makh te sh im Agan, and 
Gowan), methamidophos (Valent and 
Miles), methomyl (DuPont) and 
mevinphos (Amvac) —are considered 
by EPA as being of the most immedi-
ate concern among 83 pesticides with 
the agency recently reviewed for their 
potential to pose acute risks to appli-
cators. 

Jim Kinservik 

Chuck Crampton 



SUPPLIfR BUSINESS 

1993 Southwest Horticulture Show 
incorporates weekday schedule 

PHOENIX, Ariz. — The 1993 Southwest 
Horticultural Trade Show will be held here 
on Thursday and Friday, Sept. 9-10, at the 
Phoenix Civic Plaza. 

'The day change reflects the higher at-
tendance figures experienced by the show 
on weekdays," said BartWorthington, trade 
show chairman. "When the weather on 
Saturday is beautiful, retailers tend to stay 
at their nurseries, so we changed our show 
to two weekdays and added longer hours." 

The new show hours are Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m.; and Friday, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

In addition to the Xeriscape Conference, 
which has been a part of the show for three 
years, an Irrigation Efficiency seminar from 
the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America will be held Thursday, as 
well as a morning pesticide training work-
shop and afternoon turf manager work-
shop. On Friday, the Xeriscape Confer-
ence expands to incorporate an Irrigation 
Workshop co-sponsored by the Cactus and 
Pine golf course superintendents associa-
tions. For more information, call 602-966-
1610; or fax 602-966-0923. 

Pennington to market Morning Star 
Pennington Enterprises has ac-

quired the exclusive production 
and marketing rights to Morning 
Star Perennial Ryegrass from 
Pickseed West. 

The variety was developed by 
Pickseed as an "endophyte enhanced" 
variety that is very fine bladed and 
genetically dark green in color rating. 
It was developed and tested initially 
by Pickseed as SYN-P. Morning Star 
tested within the top 10% in the NTEP 
quality ratings for 1991. 

The variety had superior ratings in 
summer and fall density as well as a 
high tolerance to Brown Patch, Dol-
lar Spot and Pythium. Morning Star 
showed a 96% endophyte infection 
level in tests conducted in the 1990 
NTEP program. 

Morning Star also shows great 
promise as both an overseeding pe-
rennial rye and a permanent turf grass 
Sufficient acreage is in now for an 
adequate supply of certified seed in 
the fall of 1993. 

Rise symposium 
frames the debate 
Continued from page 35 
several university experts, industry mem-
bers specializing in turf management, and 
Rep. Smith (R-Ore.), the ranking Republi-
can on the House Agriculture Subcommit-
tee on Department Operations & Nutri-
tion. 

A statement from Rep. Smith captured 
the essence of the day's communications 
objective: 'To be sure, pesticides involve 
risk. Life itself involves risk. It's not pesti-
cides that present the risk but improper 
use of those pesticides. Used properly, the 
risks can be minimized and the benefits 
enjoyed." 

• • • 

Seven new members have been added 
to the RISE ranks: Basinger & Associates, 
Inc.; Cornbelt Chemical Company; CoRoN 
Corp.; Gro Tec, Inc.; Oldham Chemicals 
Company, Inc.; Pest Control Supplies; Pro-
fessional Turf Specialties, Inc. The total 
membership now stands at 89, with 18 
manufacturers, 17formulators, 21 distribu-
tors, and 33 associate (non-voting) mem-
bers. 

Membership Committee Chairman 
Ron Fister of Sandoz Agro, Inc., re-
ports that RISE has attracted 14 new 
members in 1993. The goal for this year 
is 27. 

• • • 

RISE Executive Director Al len 
James was also appalled at Paul 
Harvey's commentary of March 25, 
when he accused golf course superin-
tendents of irresponsible pesticide ap-
plication. 

James' comments appear this month 
in a letter to the editor on page 8. 

• • • 

The next RISE Board of Directors 
meeting will not take place until the 
entire membership gathers in McLean, 
Va., for the Annual Meeting Sept. 10-
13. 

For details on the meeting and reser-
vations at the Ritz Carlton Tyson's Cor-
ner Hotel, call RISE at 202-872-3860. 

Parsons1 Micro-Mower 
Continued from page 35 

requirement (25 horsepower) allow 
mowing in soft areas. 

"It also has a low center of gravity, 
which makes it very stable," he added. 

The price? A micro $11,900. 
Thusfar, the Micro-Mower has only 

been marketed in the immediate area, 
and Parsons said he is looking for 
distributors nationwide. 
GOLF COURSE NEWS 

New Advanced Bio-Formula Offers... 
SUPER-ACCELERATED 

BREAKDOWN OF THATCH 
University field tests" at a major golf course 

showed a 1-5/8" THATCH REDUCTION. 
No aeration or other de-thatching methods were used. 

envirogenesis 

• Economical to use - treat 18 greens for tess than $500 
• Eliminates the need for mechanical thatch removal 
• Environmentally safe - advanced biotechnology 

-A/o Chemicals 
Call naw to set up a free test sight at your facility! 

7 0 3 - 9 4 1 - 3 9 0 0 • Fax 703-941-1508 
Envirogenesis, Inc. • 6634 Electronic Drive, Springfield, VA 22151 

'Contact Envirogenesis for full report on thatch study 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

CIRCLE #127 

for efficient, profitable productivity 

new 55 gallon ATV sprayer 
Make the most of your ATV in golf course, land-
scape, nursery and forestry applications. Unit fea-
tures a 55 gallon non-corrosion poly tank, 15' 
folding boom, hand gun with 25' hose and 12V DC 
electric diaphragm pump that delivers 3.5 gpm @ 
50psi. Other models and sizes available. 

• X I n I • • P.O. Box 37589, Omaha, NE 68137 vuiKer-parKer industries402-895-3050 fax402-895-7366 
CIRCLE #128 

NorthWoods Organics® 

I F " 

Reed sedge & 
sphagnum peat 

• Available in bulk, 100 cf super 

saks & 5 cf bales 
• Meets new 1993 USGA® guidelines 

for organics 
• Used in over 5,000 putting greens 
• Free technical info call— 

715-258-8566 

Flymo 
GCT 20 GOLF COURSE TRIM 
* 20 INCH CUTTING WIDTH 
* WEIGHT 34 LBS 
* NEW REINFORCED DECK DESIGN 
* PATENTED & PROVEN SAFETY 
CUTTING SYSTEM 

* 98cc/2 STROKE/4200 RPM 
POWERFUL JLO ENGINE 

* COMPLETELY REBUILDABLE 
* 1 YEAR COMMERCIAL WARRANTY 

(ENGINE ONLY) 

PRECISION 
SMALL ENGINE CO. 

POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA 
(305) 974-1960 OR 1-800-345-1960 

REPS WANTED 

CIRCLE #129 CIRCLE #130 
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