
TORNADO RIPS MONTEREY PENINSULA 

A golfer (left) negotiates a newly formed sidehill lie after a freak tornado uprooted 30-50 trees on the Old Del Monte golf course in Monterey, Calif, Sunday evening, Dec. 6. One of the larger uprooted trees (right) 
dwarfs a group of golfers. The twister damaged the 1st, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th holes, according to course personnel. No estimates of the cost to repair the course, owned by Pebble Beach Co., were available. 

Six-year drought 
continues to 
Dlague Western 
Jnited States 
golf courses 

B y P E T E R B L A I S 

The early-season precipita-
tion news has been 
positive for Southern 
California — site of this 

year's GCSAA international show — 
although the six-year drought is far from 
over. 

The Southern California Metropolitan 
Water District reported precipitation was 
slightly above the normal 12 to 14 inches 
for the region for the year ending Sept. 
30. 

Additionally, forecasters predicted 

December weather patterns would bring 
heavy rainfalls to the coast, an encourag-
ing start to the area's prime four-month 
wet season. 

But two-thirds of Southern California's 
water is imported, according to water 
district spokesman Bob Gomperz. And 
there the news is mixed. 

"We've been told we'll receive as much 
as the aqueducts can handle from the 
Colorado River basin. But Northern 
California [primarily dependent on Sierra 
Nevada Mountains snowpack] is giving 
us just 10 percent of what we requested," 

Gomperz said. 
The Northern California allotment 

figure is preliminary. It could go higher 
when final figures are released in May, 
particularly if heavy early-December 
snows, which helped snowpack levels 
reach 50 percent of normal, continue 
through the winter, Gomperz said. 

Does that have the golf industry ready 
to burst into a chorus of "Ding dong the 
drought is dead?" 

No way, Dorothy. 
"It's rained heavily in spots. But the 

Continued on page 35 

C o m e t o B o o t h s 2 6 4 2 - 2 6 4 4 a t t h e 

G C S A A T r a d e S h o w in A n a h e i m . W e 

have d e v e l o p e d a g r a n u l a r m a t e r i a l — 

T h a t c h - E x ™ — t h a t in l a b o r a t o r y research , 

g r e e n h o u s e a n d f i e l d t r i a l s h a s p r o -

d u c e d i m p r e s s i v e r e d u c t i o n s in t h a t c h : 

T h a t c h - E x r e d u c e d t h a t c h a l m o s t 

t w i c e as m u c h as a e r a t i o n — 3 6 . 8 % 

c o m p a r e d t o 1 9 % . 

T h a t c h - E x r e d u c e d t h a t c h f r o m 

4 0 - 5 0 % w h e n c o m b i n e d w i t h ae ra t i on . 

W e w i l l be o f f e r i n g l i m i t e d q u a n t i t i e s 

o f T h a t c h - E x f o r sa le t o s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 

w i t h s e r i o u s t h a t c h p r o b l e m s w h o a re 

w i l l i n g t o e v a l u a t e i ts p e r f o r m a n c e 

w i t h i n t h e i r e x i s t i n g p r o g r a m s . 

T h a t c h - E x c o s t s c o n s i d e r a b l y less 

t h a n any of t he c u r r e n t l y ava i lab le m e c h -

an i ca l m e t h o d s of t h a t c h r e d u c t i o n . 

T h a t c h - E x is a c a r e f u l l y f o r m u l a t e d 

b l e n d o f o r g a n i c c o n s t i t u e n t s , s e a 

p l a n t s , e n z y m e s a n d m i c r o o r g a n i s m s . 

I ts p r o p r i e t a r y d e l i v e r y s y s t e m p r e s e r v e s 

t h e v i a b i l i t y o f t h e o r g a n i s m s s o t h e y 

f l o u r i s h u n d e r a w i d e r a n g e o f e n v i r o n -

m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n s a n d c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s . 

Please see us at Booths 2642-2644 

in Anaheim if you would like to know 

more about Thatch-Ex. 
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