SUPER FOCUS

Palmer Maples

MAINTENANCE

Maples’ life-long journey a family affair

By MARK LESLIE

is list of credentials is
long and illustrious.
But you'd never know

it by speaking to the man.
Palmer Maples Jr. loves to sim-
ply work the turf, perfecting play-
ing conditions at Summit Chase
Country Club in Snellville, Ga.
“The job still holds excitement
to me because no matter what
level you reach, there’s always
another step up. It could be your
time management of your crew,

or the training you give them. Ev-
en though you don’t have more
money or equipment, it’s the use
of the money and men — that’s
the challenge: to get the most and
the best course for the members,”
Maples said.

Like others in his famous golf-
ing family, Maples’ achievements
and honors are many and varied.

* A 1958 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Georgia, he worked dur-
ing his undergraduate years with
Dr. Glen Burton, who developed

See related story, p. 41

Tifgreen 328, 127 and 419 Bermu-

dagrasses at Abraham Baldwin

Agriculture College in Tifton, Ga.,

and Dr. Marvin Ferguson, who
operated experimental plots at
Texas A&M.

¢ He was one of the country’s
first 10 certified golf course su-
perintendents.

e Georgia GCSA named him
1971 Superintendent of the Year.
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Only Verti-Drain’ pulls
or solid tines

to 16 inches deep

and saves you water.

Lots of products claim to do one of these things well but only Verti-Drain
can do them all well. It gives you complete versatility to hollow core or
solid tine depending on your soil conditions. Tested worldwide, Verti-Drain
consistently performs well developing healthy-root systems for fine grasses
8 to 10 inches deep, often through the black layer into the deep root zone.

And in clay or heavily-compacted
soil areas, users see dramatic improve-
ments in drainage. Many also report
significant overall water savings because
the water is getting deeper into the soil
instead of running off or evaporating.

In all sorts of applications, Verti-Drain
has saved greens, improved fai ;
brought back sports fields, restored high-
traffic turf areas. All because it promotes
root growth like no other machine on the
market today. Customers say it works like
a pitchfork actually pitching the tines
forward, heaving the soil and creating
new pockets for air and water without
scarring the surface.

There’s a full range of solid or hollow
tine machines and accessories available
from a 6 inch depth walk-behind model up
to 16 inch deep models. There’s a model
that will fit your needs and budget. So
don't give up if you have compaction or
dramag: worries. With Verti-Drain you can
have the turf you want, believe it or not.

Turf professionals have reported excellent
results using both hollow-coring tines
and solid tines with severely compacted
or tough-to-penetrate soils. Often solid
tines are the best way to break through
rock-hard layers.

The patented Verti-Drain design
permits tines to pivot back and
forth while penetrating as deep as
16 inches (coring up to 12 inches)
into the soil. A lifting—shattering
effect occurs similar to the action
of a pitchfork. The results are
improved drainage and deeper,
stronger, healthier root systems.

No matter what your aeration productivity and depth requirements
are, Verti-Drain has a model and the attachments to meet your needs.
Call or write today for more details and the name of a dealer near you.

200 H Model— 250 Model—
16 inches deep 16 inches deep

120 Model—
10 inches deep &
n
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Works like a pitchfork, only better.

Pedestrian Model—
6 inches deep

145 Model—
12 inches deep
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Emrex, Inc., P.O. Box 1349, Kingston, PA 18704 (717) 288-9360
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* He served on the U.S. Golf
Association Green Section Com-
mittee for 15 years.

* He was elected to the Golf
Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America board of direc-
tors in 1970 and served as secret-
ary/treasurer and vice president.

¢ In 1975 he became the first
Southern-born superintendent to
be elected GCSAA president.

e He was the GCSAA director
of education from 1976-1981.

e Last January the Georgia
Golf Hall of Fame presented him
an Award of Appreciation for his
contributions to the golf industry
and being “a role model for aspir-
ing superintendents.”

The 60-year-old Maples may
have to build a new wall to hang
his citations, but he long ago
reached the goal to which he as-
pired from the time he was a teen.

“T've been working on golf
courses since I was 12,” Maples
said. “My goal at the age of 14
was to be a superintendent. I saw
Dad [Palmer Maples Sr., Pine-
hurst’s golf professional for many
years] work from light-thirty to
dark-thirty. I worked in the golf
shop, the bar and grill, every-
where, and wanted more to work
on the course than behind the
counter.

“I liked being outside, working
the soil, seeing it grow, working
on the grass, riding the mowers,
learning how to fix them.”

When his family moved from
Pinehurst and returned to visit his
great-uncle Frank Maples,
Pinehurst’s superintendent for 48
years, Palmer would split his time
working on the course and his
uncle’s farm.

Deciding at an early age what
he would do with his life was a
“tremendous advantage,” Maples
said, “because I had a goal and
knew what I needed to learn.”

Tutoring under Burton and Fer-
guson gave Maples the know-
ledge he needed so that when he
went to Charlotte (N.C.) Country
Club as an assistant, he helped
“gas out” the old greens and plant
Tifgreen 328, a major improve-
ment of the late-1950s — “like
going from Bermuda to bent.”

Named Charlotte CC’s superin-
tendent upon graduating in 1959,
Maples oversaw installation of a
complete new irrigation system in
1964. A year later, Robert Trent
Jones Sr. changed 15 greens and
tees and fairway bunkering to pre-
pare for planting bentgrass and
getting the course ready to host
the U.S. Amateur championship.

Maples left Charlotte CC in De-
cember 1969, worked seven years
at The Standard Club in Atlanta,
took charge as GCSAA director of
education for nearly five years,
and joined Summit Chase in 1981.

“One thing has been a basic for
all the good things that have hap-
pened to me,” he said. “That is to
trust in the Lord... He always
works things out.”

Continued on next page
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Jack Archer, the man behind
the greens at Marcus Pointe Golf
Clubin Pensacola, Fla., hasaccepted
the head superintendent’s position
at TimberCreek, a residential golf
community under construction in

Baldwin County, Ala. Ground was
broken at TimberCreek in May
1992, and the 18hole course is
scheduled to openin the fall of 1993.
“They’re taking their time and try-
ing not to rush the construction,”
Archersaid. “It's going to be a great
facility and I'm looking forward to
getting in on the project early.”
L N
When it comes to changing scen-
ery, John Farley doesn't mess
around. “I'm going to Guam,” he
writes. Farley recently left Bidwell
Yark Golf Course, an 18-hole facil-
ity in Chico, Calif., for Guam’s Leo
Palace Country Club, where he will
be assistant superintendent.

Russ Krok replaced Farley as
head superintendent at Bidwell
Park.
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Gary Grigg, a member of the
Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America board of direc-
tors, is now at Naples (Fla.) Na-
tional Golf Club. Grigg was formerly
superintendentat Genoa Lakes Golf
Club in Genoa, Nev.
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DarrenlJ. Davishasbeennamed
superintendent at the Olde Florida
Golf Club in Naples, Fla. Davis, a
Penn State grad, had previously
been assistant superintendent at
The Loxahatchee Club in Jupiter,

Palmer Maples

Continued from previous page

Over that time, he has seen im-
mense changes in the expertise of
superintendents and the tools at
their disposal.

He particularly pointed to im-
proved chemicals, an array of
much-advanced machinery, and a
wide selection of grasses that are
more tolerant to drought, heat,
cold and wear

“The education of superinten-
dents has grown a lot,” he said.
“When I came in in the late '50s,
maybe one-third had a college ed-
ucation. Through the 60s and
'70s more universities started of-
fering training. Today, maybe
four-fifths have an education.”

The availability of chemicals,
he said, has had the greatest im-
pact “raising the level of mainten-
ance at every course.”

“We used to have 2,4-D for
weed control. That was all,” he
said. “But, now you have all the
post- and pre-emergent chemi-
cals, and you can just about select
any one particular grass you'd like
to clean out of another. One of the
improvements that brought bent-
grass to the South was controlling
the diseases.”

Advancement of equipment,
particularly the riding greensmo-
wer, was another breakthrough,
Palmer said.

Suddenly, one man could cut all
the greens in the time it used to
take four men. You could use less
men on the course, or use those
men for additional maintenance
procedures.

“We have many, many more
tools at our disposal.”

Maples had two suggestions for

would-be sup-erintendents:

¢ Know as much about how the

turfgrass plant grows as you can.

* Have patience — with people,

with equipment, with the
organization you're working for.

“The superintendent has to rea-
lize that he’s working with nature.
He has to grow it. He can’t go out,
put up 2-by-4s and sheet rock and
paint it. He has to put seed in the
ground, have it come up, mow it,
treat it tenderly.

“And in due time it will be a
good turf to play golf on. For the
owner who says, ‘Let’s get that
grass out there now, we want to
open now, you're going to have
to have patience.”
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Fla., and
spray techni-
cian at Au-
gusta Na-
tional and
Golden
Eagle Coun-
try Club in
Tallahassee.
OldeFlorida,
a Rees Jones design, is scheduled
to open for play in mid-1993.
LR N J

Darren Davis

Personnel changes in the state
of Georgia are coming fast and furi-
ous. Michael Hammonds has
joined Newnan Country Club in
Newnan under head superintendent

Jim Miller.

Meanwhile, Andy Troutner has
been named assistant superinten-
dentunder Steven Sellen at River's
Edge Golf Course in Fayetteville.

Finally, Matt Jones, head su-
per at the new Stone Creek Golf
Club in Valdosta, has hired two
new assistants, Bryan Griffin and
Ivey Dyal.

LR N J

Drop us a line! — We’re not
kidding! Golf Course News wants
to know where your careers have
takenyou. Ifyou’re changingjobs,
sendthe details (and maybe a
photo) to Golf Course News, P.O.
Box 997, Yarmouth, ME 04096.

THE FIRST PRECISION PERFORMANCE
PREEMERGENCE HERBICIDE FOR
SEASON-LONG CONTROL

PRECISION CONTROtf\

Now, just one,

cost effective
application is all

it takes to consis-
tently control
crabgrass, goosegrass;

foxtail, prostrate spurge and
other problem weeds all season
long, no matter what the season.

With Barricade you use up to
75% less active ingredient than other

herbicides, and it won't leach
out with rain or irrigation.
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SANDOZ CROP PROTECTION COR

Herbicide
ater Soluble Packs

NET WEIGHT 5 LBS
Contains 10 x 14
water soluble pocks

PRECISION‘TIMINC

With Barricade, you control how long
it works, from as few as 3 months in
the north to over 7 months in the deep
south. And you can plan your
overseeding with confidence.

There's no turf injury or staining
concern either.

Barricade gives you the
precision performance you
need for consistent weed
control.

For more information call

1-800-435-TURF

Barricade






