Northwest Turf Show Feb. 17

SPOKANE, Wash. — The
sixth annual Inland Northwest
Turf and Landscape Trade
Show will be held here Feb.
17, at the Spokane Interstate
Fairgrounds.

Aimed at turfindustry pro-
fessionals and landscapers,
the show will feature a wide
variety of turfgrass equip-
ment and supplies. Admis-
sion is free and show hours
will run from 9 a.m. to 5:30

p.m. on the 17th.

This show is sponsored by
the Inland Empire Golf Course
Superintendents Association
(IEGCSA). According to show
organizers, booth space is still
available and can be reserved
for as little as $260.

For more information, con-
tact Julie Boyce at the IEGCSA,
1708 North Lee St., Spokane,
Wash. 99207; or call 509-534-
4161.

If you give it
a foot, it won’t

take a yard.

Sure, we'd like to see 100% fine
fescue lawns, parks and golf course
roughs, but some people still pre-
fer to add the rapid establishment
of perennial ryegrass and the dark,
luxurious appearance of Kentucky
bluegrass. If you are one of them,
we encourage you to include shade
and drought tolerant fine fescue in

at least ¥ of the mixture.

~ Fine fescue’s color and texture is
agreeable with rye and blue,
and won't crowd out its companions.
If you give it a foothold, it won't take
over a yard, so to speak.
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IR-4 Project: Another chance

Continued from page 1
University in New Brunswick,
N.]., the IR-4 Project is a federally
funded program that performs
testing on chemicals used exclu-
sively on minor crops — situa-
tions where manufacturers can'’t
justify their own testing because
of expensive regulatory mandates
passed down by the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA).
“We pay for the testing, well,
the government pays for the test-
ing with funds provided by the
USDA,” said Guest. “We are avail-

for sure!

able when industry can’t pay for
the test required by EPA because
it is not economically feasible.
“We usually do residue studies
— for food crops — as well as
performance and crop safety stud-
ies. Tests such as toxicology and
environmental fate studies are
generally beyond the scope of our
project, although we often work
with othersto getthese tests done.
We closely coordinate our pro-
gram with both the EPA and

agrichemicals industry. Most of
ourresearchiscarried out by state

n Fine Fescue.

Fine Fescue Mixes Well Fine Fescue is a Survivor

You'll find that fine fescue may

be the only turfgrass to grow in
hot, dry, undernourished or deeply
shaded areas. It could have just the
stuff to carry your turf through
tough times.

Now, if you still wish to plant 100%
fine fescue, it's O.K. with us. Just
call your seed dealer today, and
specify Oregon grown fine fescue,

Oregon
Fine Fescue
Commission

866 Lancaster Drive SE Salem, Oregon 97301=503/585-1157 = Turf managers: call or write for our series of tech sheets and colorful brochure.
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and federal scientists with help
from private industry.”

When it comes to the chemical
industry, the mother of all man-
dates is the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act
(FIFRA). Amendments to FIFRA
in 1988 dictate that all chemicals
registered with EPA before 1984
must be reregistered by 1997.

Dyrene, a long-used fungicide
manufactured by Miles, is an ex-
ample of a chemical that won't be
reregistered because testing would
cost in the neighborhood of $6 mil-
lion (Golf Course News, July 1992).
Dyrene’s market is very specific.
Because the cost of reregistration
is so exorbitant, Miles officials said
they have no choice but to discon-
tinue the product.

With 1997 looming in the dis-
tance, more and more effective,
small-market fungicides face the
same ignominious fate.

The folks at IR4 have already
seen this troubling trend in the ag-
ricultural market, which comprises
most of its “business.” Artichokes
and kohlrabi are such minor crops
with such specialized pesticide
needs, few producers can justify
the cost of federal registration.

Since 1970, the IR-4 Program
has developed data in support of
more than 1,100 food use and
more than 3,000 ornamental use
registrations.

But these guys are scientists,
not PR flacks.

“We have established an IR-4
Commodity Liaison Committee,”
said Guest, “in order to be tuned
into the needs of our constituents
— farmers, nurserymen and turf
specialists. We want these people
to know what we do and how we
can help them get registrations
for their specialty crops.”

IR-4 is a self-described “broad-
based, grass roots” organization,
whereby pesticide-research pro-
posals are directed to an IR-4 net-
work of state and federal liaison
representatives and coordinators.
Each request for research assis-
tance is reviewed internally and
with personnel of EPA, or the ap-
propriate federal agency.

Projects are then prioritized by
regional and national review com-
mittees prior to being accepted as
candidate research projects. The
process can be lengthy, said
Guest, but the 1997 deadline
would work in favor of the chemi-
cal manufacturer.

“The process is lengthy,” said
Guest, “but with a beefed up pro-
gram we will meet the
reregistration deadline.”

For more information, contact
Dr. Guest at 908-932-9575.

KOSTKA JOINS AQUATROLS

Aquatrols has named Dr.
Stanley J. Kostka director of re-
search. Kostka earned his Ph.D.
in plant pathology from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. He also
has 32 publications to his creditin
national and international jour-
nals. Prior to joining Aquatrols,
Kostka was research manager
with a major agriculture bio-tech-
nology company.
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