
Hills: Ranges take pressure off golf course managers 
Practice facilities are taking the 

pressure off golf courses by pro-
viding areas for golfers to improve 
their shot-making and for begin-
ners to learn the game, according 
to Arthur Hills, president of the 
American Society of Golf Course 
Architects. 

"Golfers who can't get a tee 
time can work on their game at 
practice facilities, which are usu-
ally more accessible than golf 
courses," said Hills. "In addition, 
golfers who don't have the time to 
play an entire round can practice 

putting, driving and many other 
shots even if they have less than 
an hour to spare. 

"Practice facilities allow begin-
ner golfers to learn and enjoy the 
game without the pressure of play-
ing on the course," he said. "New 
participants also can learn the eti-
quette and rules of the game, 
which will make for a more enjoy-
able experience once they actu-
ally play a round on a regulation 
course." 

DESIGN TRENDS 
There are several types of prac-

tice facilities, including stand-
alone driving ranges, extra holes 
on golf courses, and deluxe train-
ing centers that feature driving 
ranges, putting areas and bun-
kers. Large practice tee areas al-
low the golf course superinten-
dent and golf professional to 
distribute wear over a larger area. 
Teeing areas are often one-half to 
one acre in overall surface area. 

Target greens at designated dis-
tances from the teeing area are 
becoming more common. Lesson 
tees are often designed as sepa-

rate teeing areas at the end of the 
practice range or at the sides of 
the teeing area. If the lesson tees 
are located at the end of the range, 
an adequate buffer distance of 
approximately 350 yards (or 
greater) must be implemented. 

Practice bunkers and practice 
greens are often implemented into 
designs by the golf course archi-
tect. Practice greens should be of 
ample size; 10,000 square feet plus 
is typically a desired surface area 
which allows for a variety of cup 
settings. 

PROVIDING ADDED VALUE 
Practice facilities built in con-

junction with golf courses help 
golfers develop skills, while pro-
viding an excellent location for 
testing new equipment before 
purchase. 

In addition, these facilities of-
fer an excellent source of revenue 
for golf courses. 

"The additional revenue gener-
ated through lessons and from 
the driving range can be used for 
capital improvements to the 
course," said Hills. 

LEARNING CENTERS 
A typical driving range has 40 

to 100 tees, requires approxi-
mately 15-20 acres of land and can 
accommodate hundreds of golf-
ers each hour. 

Taking the driving range con-
cept a step further, learning cen-
ters offer golfers the opportunity 
to work on a variety of shots. As 
an example of an elaborate learn-
ing center, Hills cites the Man-O-
War Golf Center in Lexington, Ky. 

"The 30-acre project features a 
three-tiered driving range, chip-
ping area, putting green, realistic 
target greens and golf-swing video 
analysis, "and entice them to re-
turn." 

Ears for hearing? 
Continued from page 10 

The problem is: Ignorance is 
not blessed — it's just absence of 
intelligence; and a cause can all 
too often be the sole embodiment 
of folly. 

And to those who apologize for 
an environmental activist's dis-
tortion of certain facts or refusal 
to scrutinize or give credence to 
scientific findings, I say: An ex-
cuse is a only reason stuffed with 
a lie. 

NEW FINDINGS, NEW OFFICIALS 
Does this all sound like we're 

fighting a lost cause in getting 
environmental activists and gov-
ernment officials to really pay at-
tention to scientific research like: 

• Dr. Tom Watschke's pesti-
cide runoff studies; 

• superintendent Edward 
Nash's tests at Bayberry Hill Golf 
Course which corroborated the 
Cape Cod Study figures; and 

• University of Florida and 
Missouri State University prac-
tice golf green investigations? 

Perhaps. Perhaps not. 
President Bill Clinton and Vice 

President/self-proclaimed envi-
ronmentalist A1 Gore have 
brought with them a new chief of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency — Carol Browner. 

She is said to be tougher on 
people, easier on land. 

The golf industry should be 
quick to find out if she has ears to 
hear and eyes to see. It will then 
know from the outset what, and 
whom, it is facing in this age of 
rewritten wetlands legislation and 
tree-cutting mitigation. 

But at the same time, the golf 
industry should make sure it is 
not itself deaf to truths spoken by 
the new people on the block. 

New High Performance Turfgrass Blend 
formulated specially for the 

Sports Turf Professional 

T U R F - T Y P E P E R E N N I A L RYEGRASS B L E N D 

Go with the leaders! 
Saturn, Envy and Omega II 

Leaderboard is a blend of outstanding perennial 
ryegrasses for winter overseeding, sports turf, 
and general cool season lawn renovations. Dark 
green color, wear tolerance, and lower growth 
habit are just a few of Leaderboard's attributes. 
Add improved disease resistance, endophyte 
enhancement for better insect resistance, and 
better heat and drought tolerance and you have 

a sure winner! And why not? Leaderboard 
contains only the best: Envy, the exciting new 
release that's darker in color and cold tolerant; 
plus Saturn and Omega II, the number one 
varieties in the NTEP national ryegrass and 
overseeding trials. So, when your first shot 
has to be good, don't take any chances. 
Go with the leaders. Go with Leaderboard!* 

First Choice for Golf Course Overseeding 

ZAJAC PERFORMANCE SEEDS 
201-423-1660 FAX 201-423-6018 
33 SICOMAC ROAD NORTH HALED0N, NJ 07508 

Other Zajac Performance Seed Varieties include Omega II and Saturn Perennial Ryegrasses, 
Emperor and Jaguar II Tall Fescues, Vista Spreading Fescue and Liberty Kentucky Bluegrass. 

*May contain an additional ryegrass in selected regions. 




