
Disease Diagnosis 
New York superintendents embrace speedy and cost-
effective turfgrass lab work performed by Monroe 
County Extension office 13 

HEAD TO HEAD 
When the biggest names in golf course architecture design 
courses in the same vicinity, where do people choose to pay 
their greens fees? For answers, see page 37. 
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DEVELOPMENT DOWN UNDER 
Asian-Pacific development is booming, as evidenced by no. 9 at the new Graham/Panks course, 
Turtle Point GC, in Repulse Bay, Queensland, Australia. For a report Golf Asia '93, see page 45. 

Kolasa 
named 
new head 
ofCMAA 
By P E T E R B L A I S 

The golf industry will find 
a knowledgeable ally in new 
Club Managers Association 
of America President Rich-
ard Kolasa. 

"My experience with golf 
clubs is one of my main 
strengths. I've been in-
volved with golf since 1963." 
said the general manager 
of Tucson, Ariz.'s Skyline 
Country Club. Kolasa will 
be elevated from vice presi-
dent to the CMAA's high-
est office during late 
February's annual meeting 
in Nashville, Tenn. 

One of the more interest-
ing situations he's dealt with 
during that time involves 
the irrigation system at Sky-
line. While most Southwest 
U.S. courses have installed 
automated systems, Skyline 
still uses quick couplers. 

"In the superintendent's 
mind, it's not a priority. If 
he came to me and asked 
for an automated system, 
I'd certainly consider it. But 
he's happy with the system 
he has. So we have two guys 
out there watering every 
night," Kolasa said. 

Kolasa has been at Sky-
line since 1978. Before that 
he held similar posts at Blue 
Hills Country Club in Kan-
sas City, Mo., Evansville 
(Ind.) Country Club and 
South Bend (Ind.) Country 
Club. 

He graduated from 
Michigan State University 
in 1966, joined the CMAA 
in 1968 and became a certi-
fied manager in 1986. He 

Continued on page 38 

Cape Cod study reinforced 
New data confirms positive findings at sandy-soiled site 
B y P E T E R B LAI S 

YARMOUTH, Mass. — Groundwater 
tests at a relatively new Cape Cod golf 
course substantiate many of the findings 
of the original Cape Cod study. 

Stuart Cohen, director and author of 
the original Cape Cod study, said: "What 
the findings show is the minimum im-
pact golf courses can have on ground 
water when an integrated pest manage-

ment program is used by an educated and 
experienced superintendent." 

The initial Cape Cod investigation fo-
cused on four older courses. The feeling 
was that if pesticide contamination would 
be a problem anywhere, it would be on 
courses built long before today's strict 
environmental guidelines and in a place 
like Cape Cod, where sandy soil and a 

Continued on page 23 

IR-4 Project 
offers doomed 
chemicals a 
second chance 
B y HAL P H I L L I P S 

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. 
— Scientists at the Interre-
gional Research Project No. 
4 (IR-4 to the initiated) are 
beefing up their public rela-
tions effort. The golf indus-
try stands to benefit from 
this campaign, especially 
those manufacturers of spe-
cialized chemicals that 
might not survive the 1997 
reregistration deadline. 

'The turf industry may 
have pesticide needs that 
we haven't heard about from 
our normal contacts," ex-
plained Dr. Richard Guest, 
director of the IR-4 Project. 
"Lack of industry awareness 
of what we can do is one of 
our chief concerns." 

Conducted from Rutgers 
Continued on page 48 N E W S P A P E R 
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Course openings up in '92: 
Experts see it as peak year 
By HAL P H I L L I P S 

The National Golf Foundation has issued figures 
indicating 1992 was a record-setting year for golf course 
openings. Three-hundred and fifty-four is the tentative 
number — three more than the 1991 total, which had 
represented a 20-year high. 

However, the 354 figure has generated little flag-
waving in golf industry circles. Indeed, the general 
consensus among financial analysts, and the NGF it-
self, views 1992 as a peak year — after which a more 
reasonable, stable number of openings is expected. 

"There's been a big, much publicized wave of activ-
ity, but the pipeline is a long one," said Don Rhodes, a 
vice president at Textron Financial Corp. "We're see-
ing the results of projects started in 1988-89. The 

Continued on page 31 
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Land Swap? 
The long-delayed Michigan Homestead project may 
get the go-ahead if a controversial parcel exchange is 
okayed by the government 3 

1 Course-opening 
figures 

for 1992 Open 
Under 

Construction 
In 

Planning 

Daily Fee 236 391 346 
Municipal 51 91 92 
Private 67 131 132 

¡TBD* 3 10 
Totals 354 616 580 



M A I N T E N A N C E 

Bayberry Hills tests add another feather to golf's environmental cap 
Continued from page 1 

shallow water table do little to 
hinder pesticide leaching. 

The original study showed next 
to no contamination and has been 
one of the most important pieces 
of research in defense of the golf 
course industry. 

Superintendent Edward Nash's 
Bass River Golf Club was one of 
the four older courses studied. 
Despite the findings, government 
officials were still leery of approv-
ing Bass River's sister course, 
Bayberry Hill Golf Club, when it 
was first proposed in the mid-
1980s, he said. 

Environmentalists were par-
ticularly concerned because 
course chemicals could poten-
tially leach into the town's under-
ground drinking water supplies. 

Developers agreed to install 14 
monitoring wells at depths rang-
ing from 20 to 60 feet, the lowest 
depth being the same as the 
town's drinking wells . 

Binghamton 
bunkers 
Continued from page 13 

"remodeled by." One committee 
member said it looked to him as if 
one builder wanted to "De-
Tillinghast" our course. 

Finally, Hengel said: "I pre-
sented a bunker recovery plan 
that would not only bring our 
bunkers back to the original 
Tillinghast look but proved to the 
committee that I could also hold 
down the cost. 

"We started in the fall of 1990 
with six of our crew and finished 
the project in the spring of 1991 
using an additional five local work-
ers to complete the job." 

The final pricetag was around 
$13,000 in base costs of trucking, 
sand preparation and equipment 
rental. Labor costs were approxi-
mately $18,000. 

Hengel's first step was to find a 
sand company willing to wash and 
clean the existing sand removed 
from the bunkers. A local sand 
company subcontracted for the 
job. 

The bunkers then had to be 
narrowed to fit an older engineer-
ing plan. 

This was necessary because the 
sand had spread far out into the 
grassy areas over the last 70 years 
and made the bunkers four or five 
feet deep with sand. 

The third step was to place sod 
where the migrating sand had 
been. 

"I determined that we could 
use areas of native fescue 
rough to fill in the void areas 
where bunker edges had to be 
redefined," Hengel said. "Our 
course bunker designs have 
been recovered and I feel as 
though we took every precau-
tion not to waste the club's 
money." 

Six underdrains, plastic pipe 
just two feet below the surface 
with collection ports for testing, 
were installed under three greens 
and fairways. The shallow- depth 
tests would represent a worst-
case scenario, Nash said. 

The State Pesticide Board has 
monitored the wells and 
underdrains four times a year — 
at an average annual cost to the 
course of $16,000 — since Bay-
berry Hill first opened in 1988. 

The results? 

"Excellent," Nash replied. 
"They've found nothing of any 
toxicological significance. And 
nitrate levels have been very ac-
ceptable. The results have been 
so good, we're asking the town to 
cut back on testing." 

Added Cohen, "From what I've 
seen, Ed would be justified in re-
questing cutbacks on monitor-
ing." 

Nash said the original Cape Cod 
study researchers recommended 
forbidding use of many chemi-

cals at Bayberry Hills, including 
Daconil and Dyrene, because of 
the Cape's unique hydrological 
characteristics. Twelve chemicals 
were ultimately approved for use. 

'The [town] board of health 
has been very complimentary," 
Nash said. "The members said 
they knew they made it hard on 
us originally and are happy we've 
done such a good job." 

Interestingly, gas chromatog-
raphy tests at Bayberry Hills re-
vealed traces of 2,4-D, even 

though Nash had never used the 
chemical, Cohen said. The same 
thing happened to superintendent 
Bruce Cadenelli at Caves Valley 
Golf Club in Bethesda, Md., he 
added. 

"We're aware that labs can 
falsely report 2,4-D. Another 
chemical coelutes (gives similar 
readings) with 2,4-D in gas chro-
matography tests. Therefore, un-
less the presence of 2,4-D is con-
firmed by mass spectrometry, you 
can't be assured 2,4-D is present." 

Comments like these: 
"Poly-S has met and exceeded our 

expectations with its 12 week residual' 

Dave Gilfoil, Superintendent, 
HAYDEN LAKE COUNTRY CLUB, 

Hayden Lake, ID 

"Poly-S works great. We've eliminated 
one fairway application with it and 

plan on using it in the fall after 
a ryegrass overseeding." 

John Hoofnagle, Superintendent, 
VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB, 

Aurora, CO 

"A quality granular. Great spreadability.' 

Rob Stambaugh, Superintendent, 
GLENVIEW GOLF COURSE, 

Cincinnati, OH 

"The membership at the club was 
complaining about tight lies in the fairway 

and wanted us to change the cutting 
height. The improvement in turf quality 
after applying Poly-S led many to believe 

we had raised the height of the cut. " 

Kevin West, Superintendent, 
OLYMPIA FIELDS COUNTRY CLUB, 

Olympia Fields, IL 

"The best fertilizer we've ever seen on 
this place. Fairways look incredible!" 

Joe Fordin, Superintendent, 
ARTHUR PACK GOLF COURSE, 

Tucson, AZ 

"We've been very impressed 
with the product's spreadability 

and uniformity." 

Scott Buley, Superintendent, 
COUNTRY CLUB AT ALISAL, 

Solvang, CA 

"I really like the color Poly-S gives my 
fairways and the even greening." 

Randy Scafturon, Superintendent, 
RIVERSIDE COUNTRY CLUB, 

Chehalis, WA 

"We have been very satisfied with 
Poly-S. It's given us consistently good 
performance with good, even color." 

Pat Holt, Superintendent, 
HUNT VALLEY GOLF COURSE, 

Hunt Valley, MD 

"Excellent response and longevity. 
We're very pleased with Poly-S." 

Thomas Schlick, Superintendent, 
MARRIOT'S GOLF COURSE 

AT WINDWATCH 
Hauppauge, NY 

"The results with Poly-S have 
been tremendous. I've never seen 

grass respond this well to anything else. 
The increase in density and color 
retention has been just amazing." 

Scott Venable, Superintendent, 
TAM OfSHANTER GOLF COURSE, 

Canton, OH 

"It's working even better than we expected. 
With applications in late January and May, 

we're seeing a 65 to 75-day residual." 

Jeff Kidder, Superintendent, 
MARRIOTT'S CAMELBACK 

GOLF CLUB, 
Scottsdale, AZ 

"The new Poly-S fertilizers are more 
economical and have a higher 

nutrient availability" 

William Twig, Superintendent, 
THE WITCH, 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

"Poly-S is a good product. It spreads 
real nice and holds color real well. 

The residual lasted three months for us." 

Scott Fischer, Superintendent, 
JUPITER ISLAND COUNTRY CLUB, 

Hobe Sound, FL 

"Poly-S spread so easily that our 
application rates required downsizing" 

Brian Conklin, Superintendent, 
GRAYLING COUNTRY CLUB, 

Grayling, MI 

"I really like Poly-S. It gives you 
slow, lengthy release and good greening. 
And the spreadability is great. No dust, 
no odor problem. It performs well with 

the extreme temperatures we get 
here in the desert." 

Bill Rohret, Superintendent, 
SUNRISE COUNTRY CLUB, 

Las Vegas, NV 

After only one year, over 4,400 
turf managers have switched to 
Poly-S technology, making it one of 
the fastest growing fertilizer lines 
in history. 

The best thing about Poly-S is 
that it performs as promised. Its 
unique, patented multiple coating 
system assures higher nutrient 
efficiency (no unreleased nitrogen) 
and consistent, extended residual 
for better greening without surge 
growth. And because Poly-S offers 

the capability for selecting specific 
release rates, it has proven its 
effectiveness under a variety of 
agronomic conditions in every 
region of the country. 

Poly-S is making a difference on 
courses nationwide, but the only 
proof that really matters is on your 
own turf. For more information 
about Poly-S fertilizers, contact 
your Scott Tech Rep today. Or call 
1-800-543-0006. 

Poly-S Technology 




