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Kolasa
named
new head

of CMAA

By PETER BLAIS

The golfindustry will find
aknowledgeable allyin new
Club Managers Association
of America President Rich-
ard Kolasa.

“My experience with golf
clubs is one of my main
strengths. I've been in-
volved with golf since 1963.”
said the general manager
of Tucson, Ariz.’s Skyline
Country Club. Kolasa will
be elevated from vice presi-
dent to the CMAA’s high-
est office during late
February’s annual meeting
in Nashville, Tenn.

One of the more interest-
ing situations he’s dealt with
during that time involves
theirrigation system at Sky-
line. While most Southwest
U.S. courses have installed
automated systems, Skyline
still uses quick couplers.

“In the superintendent’s
mind, it’s not a priority. If
he came to me and asked
for an automated system,
I'd certainly considerit. But
he’s happy with the system
he has. So we have two guys
out there watering every
night,” Kolasa said.

Kolasa has been at Sky-
line since 1978. Before that
he held similar postsat Blue
Hills Country Club in Kan-
sas City, Mo., Evansville
(Ind.) Country Club and
South Bend (Ind.) Country
Club.

He graduated from
Michigan State University
in 1966, joined the CMAA
in 1968 and became a certi-
fied manager in 1986. He

Continued on page 38
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Cape Cod study reinforced

New data confirms positive findings at sandy-soiled site

YARMOUTH, Mass. — Groundwater
tests at a relatively new Cape Cod golf
course substantiate many of the findings
of the original Cape Cod study.

Stuart Cohen, director and author of
the original Cape Cod study, said: “What
the findings show is the minimum im-
pact golf courses can have on ground
water when an integrated pest manage-

ment program is used by an educated and
experienced superintendent.”

The initial Cape Cod investigation fo-
cused on four older courses. The feeling
was that if pesticide contamination would
be a problem anywhere, it would be on
courses built long before today’s strict
environmental guidelines and in a place
like Cape Cod, where sandy soil and a

Continued on page 23

DEVELOPMENT DOWN UNDER
Asian-Pacific development is booming, as evidenced by no. 9 at the new Graham/Panks course,
Turtle Point GC, in Repulse Bay, Queensland, Australia. For a report Golf Asia '93, see page 45.

IR-4 Project
offers doomed
chemicals a
second chance

By HAL PHILLIPS

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J.
— Scientists at the Interre-
gional Research Project No.
4 (IR-4 to the initiated) are
beefing up their public rela-
tions effort. The golf indus-
try stands to benefit from
this campaign, especially
those manufacturers of spe-
cialized chemicals that
might not survive the 1997
reregistration deadline.

“The turf industry may
have pesticide needs that
we haven’theard about from
our normal contacts,” ex-
plained Dr. Richard Guest,
director of the IR-4 Project.
“Lack ofindustry awareness
of what we can do is one of
our chief concerns.”

Conducted from Rutgers

Continued on page 48
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Course openings up in '92:
Experts see it as peak year

By HAL PHILLIPS

The National Golf Foundation has issued figures
indicating 1992 was arecord-setting year for golf course
openings. Three-hundred and fifty-four is the tentative
number — three more than the 1991 total, which had
represented a 20-year high.

However, the 354 figure has generated little flag-
waving in golf industry circles. Indeed, the general
consensus among financial analysts, and the NGF it-
self, views 1992 as a peak year — after which a more
reasonable, stable number of openings is expected.

“There’s been a big, much publicized wave of activ-
ity, but the pipeline is a long one,” said Don Rhodes, a
vice president at Textron Financial Corp. “We're see-
ing the results of projects started in 1988-89. The

Continued on page 31



CMAA expo to feature 400-plus booths

A record trade show, 90-plus
educational sessions and the elec-
tion of senior officers highlight
the Club Managers Association
of America’s 66th Annual Confer-
ence, Feb. 21-25 at the Opryland
Hotel in Nashville, Tenn.

Attendees will have two full days
to visit the trade show. All space
has been reserved for the 409-
booth exposition, the largest in
CMAA history. CMAA clubs gen-
erate approximately $5.2 billion
in revenue annually. Sixty-two
percent of member clubs have golf
courses.

Trade show hours are 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 21 and 8

President Kolasa

Continued from page 1

was elected to the board of direc-
tors in 1987, re-elected in 1989
and served as secretary/treasurer
two years ago.

He has been appointed to nu-
merous committees including
budget and
finance, con-
ference, ex-
ecutive, liai-
T 1
strategic
planning,
magazine,
member ser-
vices, mem-
bership, stu-
dent development and ethics and
grievance.

Kolasa's main goal as president
is to help the club industry pre-
pare for changes, particularly de-
mographic and environmental, in
the years ahead.

“People are retiring earlier all
the time. That means more pres-
sure on golf clubs to provide ser-
vice to those people,” Kolasa said.

“Older people are looking for
places to meet new people, too.
Clubs provide thatand alot more.”

Skyline recently sold its irriga-
tion wells to the city and began
using effluent, even though it cost
more.

“We're very conscious of the
environment. Converting to efflu-
ent was the responsible thing to
do. We overseed with rye so the
course is green year round. And
we grow turf wall-to-wall. We have
to be environmentally respon-
sible,” Kolasa said.

Private clubs have taken heat
for discriminatory practices in re-
cent years. Kolasa sees no place
for discrimination in private clubs
and believes the practice has been
weeded out of the industry.

“If someone is qualified and can
afford to join, you can't discrimi-
nate,” he said.

Kolasais looking forward to tak-
ing over the reins during the

Richard ulasa

a.m,. to 1:30 p.m., Monday, Feb.
22.

Seminars and roundtables of
interest to golf club administra-
tors include Golf and the Environ-
ment, Elements of Golf Shop Op-
erations, Master Facility Planning,
Clubs in the Current Legal Envi-
ronment, Personnel Policy Issues,
Legal Liability Traps for Club
Managers, Understanding Club
Finances and Financial State-
ments and Fair Wage and Hour
Regulations and Practices.

In addition to the elections of

Richard Kolasa of Skyline Coun-
try Club in Tucson, Ariz. (see re-
lated story on page 1), as presi-
dent and William Schulz of
Houston Country Club as vice
president, three candidates are
vying for the vacant secretary/
treasurer post.

They are George Carroll of
Town & Country Club in St. Paul,
Minn., Randall Gudanowski of
Indian Trail Club in Franklin
Lakes, N.]J., and Norman Spritzig
of Fort Wayne (Ind.) Country
Club.

NCA head foresees anti<lub legislation

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
From a legal/legislative per-
spective, private clubs faced a
number of unprecedented
challenges during 1992, said
National Club Association Ex-
ecutive VP Gerard F. Hurley in
ayear-end report to members.

NCA’s government rela-
tions efforts tackled issues
ranging from the proposed
denial of club dues deductions
to attempts to deny private sta-
tus, the definition of an inde-

pendent contractor, and the pri-
vate club exemption in the
Americans With Disabilities
Act. The states’ and federal
government’sneed for revenue
continues to drive tax and de-
duction-repeal initiatives.
Private clubs must remain
braced for more anti-club leg-
islation in 1993, said Hurley.
However, member support of
NCA’s programs and services
was reflected in a record re-
newal rate of 94.5 percent.

DIMENSION. Crabgrass
that doesn’t lose sight

A good game of golf depends on an intricate combination of

variables; it’s a fragile thing. So is the environment.

Dimension® turf herbicide lets you complement both.

That's because the properties of Dimension include very

low use rates. You only put down a fraction of the active ingredi-

ent needed with other turf herbicides. Plus, Dimension has

CMAA’s 66th Annual Conference
and 16th Annual Exposition.

“It's going to be an excellent con-
ference, particularly the trade
show,” he predicted. “There’s so
much available to improve how we
do our job and make things easier.”

Its season-long control of crabgrass contributes to the low mobility in the soil. And it won't leave unsightly stains.

kind of playing surface golfers need for a good game. Yet, as Dimension is also exceptionally safe on most turfgrasses.

tough as Dimension is on crabgrass, it doesn’t forget nature’s You can use it to control a variety of weed species on fairways,

delicate balance. roughs, tees and greens* — without causing root injury.

38 February 1993





