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Soil blending a fitting expense in high-tech construction 
B y H A L P H I L L I P S 

With golf course construction 
costs climbing well into the mil 
lions of dollars, it's interesting 

that soil blending remains something of a 
luxury process. Yet as the golf industry be-
comes more and more sophisticated — and 
green construction becomes more and more 
expensive — soil blending may become a 
necessity. 

The advantages are clean complete unifor-
mity and high quality. Considering it may 
cost $300,000 to build 18 greens, shelling out 

$20,000 on proper soil-blending procedures 
is the proverbial "drop in the bucket" 

Yet when it comes to deciding whether to 
retain soil-blending services, what takes pre-
cedence—cost or quality? Architects make the 
recommendations, but is that decision based 
purely on budgetary considerations? 

"One thing we don't skimp on is that mix," 
said Tom Clark, partner in the firm of Ault, 
Clark & Associates, Ltd. "The owners realize 
they need to get the proper greens mix, so 
they don't have to go back and rebuild them. 
It's happened. There were times when layer-
ing and all kinds of problems have cropped 

up. Now that's expensive." 
Architect Dick Nugent, another soil blend-

ing enthusiast, likes the fact that blenders 
aren't feeling their way around. 

'The people who do this work are doing it 
all the time, which is a plus. They're experts," 
said Nugent. "It's a judgment call, but I think 
it gives you a better product, better quality. If 
I have a choice, I want to work it into my 
budget." 

Nugent points out that, while architects 
often decide whether to go the blending 
route, builders and contractors must deal 
directly with soil blending. 

"From an architect's standpoint, the prod-
uct is excellent," he explained. "But from a 
contractor's standpoint, it may be more ex-
pensive and it may mean a loss of control. 

'The contractor also has to worry about 
practical things. Does he have a suitable 
place to mix the stuff by himself? Where's he 
supposed to do it? In the parking lot? 

"You don't have to worry about that with 
blenders." 

Dr. Michael Hurdzan, principal of Hurdzan 
Design Group, can't say enough about the 
technology, which makes for superior blends 
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THE RIGHT MACHINES, 
MATERIALS AND TESTING 

ARE A MUST 

For golf course owners and constructors, the proper blend 
of sand and compost in greens is not only important-it is 
critical. To achieve this state-of-the-art, TransAmerican's 
PERCOLOMETER enhances quality control testing, with 
this and other quality test specifications laid out by the 
professional laboratory of your choice. Integrating 
computerization in our blending process at regular intervals, 
we ratio monitor the soil as it is mixed. "Spaceshuttle-age" 
accuracy in a fluff state, through checking weight by 
volume, maintains a constant one-half of 1 percent control 
factor. You're welcome to come on-site at any of our 
projects anytime to observe our quality control lab testing. 

Our philosophy - to promote the game of golf worldwide 

7005 Salem Park Drive 
| j SOIL BLENDERS INC. S u i t e 2 0 0 
VLubbock, Texas U.S.A. Lubbock, Texas 79424 

806-793-5200 
806-793-0040 (FAX) 

SPONSOR 
AL GOLF FOUNOATtOH MEMBER 
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THE ULTIMATE SOIL BLENDER! 
BK» SCHEEN MACHINE* 

PORTABLE SCREENING AND BLENDING PLANTS 

MULTI-BLEND I 
PATENT PENDING 

M ix a n d s i ze mate r ia l s t o exac t spec i f i ca t i ons w i t h th is 
po r tab le b lend ing , pu lve r i z ing , a n d s c r e e n i n g p lant . 

1-800-837-3344 
OHIO CENTRAL STEEL CO. • 7001 AMERICANA PARKWAY 
REYNOLDSBURG (COLUMBUS), OH 43068 • (614)866-0112 

WHEN YOU BUILD GREENS ON THE 
FAIRWAYS OF THE WORLD ... 
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GUETTLER & SONS 
I N C O R P O R A T E D 

specializing in 
Complete Turnkey Golf Course Construction 

and Renovations 
Building Across the United States 

Since 1954 
Contact Chris Nelson 

P.O. Box 1987, Ft. Pierce, FL 34954 
Tel: (407) 461-8345 
Fax: (407) 461-8039 

Golf Course 
Accessories 
Baliwashers • Detergent • Mounting 
Pipes & Bases • Tee Signs • Spike 
Brushes • Hole Cutters • Flag Poles 
• Flags • Cups • Rakes • Benches 
• Tee Markers • Practice Greens 
Markers • Whipping Poles • Course 
Signage • And More. 
Requested by players. Preferred by 
course professionals. Specified by 
designers and used with pride 
wherever golf is played. 
Call your Par Aide dealer today for 
our FREE CATALOG, or call us at 
612/779-9851 for the name of the 
dealer nearest you. 
®1990; Par Aide Products Co., St. Paul, MN. 



Tee To Green builder blessed 
using his own soil blender 

About five months ago, Steve 
Hutchison of Tee To Green Golf 
Course Construction took the 
plunge and purchased a Model 
2200 soil blender from Dakota 
Peat. His life is simpler, he says, 
and his product is better. 

"It's been great," Hutchison re-
ports. "We really like the control 
we get with the blender. And we 
know we're not going to have any 
trouble with these greens down 
the road." 

Hutchison, whose company is 
currently working on three 
courses, said the elimination of 
contracted soil-blending services 
has already brought increased 
simplicity and savings. 

Yet his recent purchase has 
also resulted in peace of mind. 

"The part I don't like about con-
tracting out is I don't feel comfort-
able turning over something so 
important to a subcontractor," he 
says. "The assurance of quality is 
very important. The blender is 
just one more tool that assures 
me of the quality I must have to be 
competitive." 

The addition of in-house soil-

Soil blending in 
high-tech world 
Continued from previous page 

and allows the addition of micro-
nutrients and bio-amendments. 

"First of all," said Hurdzan, "I 
think the soil blender has been the 
first major breakthrough in green 
construction in 50 years. The accu-
racy can't be matched. 

"But if the contractor doesn't own 
a soil blender, and you have to con-
tract it, and the blender doesn't get 
there on time, you're stuck. I think 
the mix changes while it's being 
stockpiled. It breaks down because 
the infiltration rate is half what it 
was." 

Further, there are many builders 
—count John Cotter of Wadsworth 
Construction among them — who 
believe the process isn't essential. 
Cotter explained that Wadsworth 
still does the majority of its blend-
ing via the old front-loader method. 

'The idea of soil blending was 
sold on accuracy, but our continu-
ing tests show they're not that dif-
ferent," Cotter said. "We've been 
able to achieve a proper mix, backed 
up by testing, without using a soil 
blender. We obviously believe that 
both processes are effective." 

Clark disagrees: "I think ifs one 
of the most imprtant aspects of build-
ing quality putting greens. We've 
spent a lot of time researching the 
proper mix, and we want to get it 
right." 

Nugent suggests you seek out an 
informed reference. 

"Call a superintendent whose 
greens were blended and ask him, 
'Hey, you're living with this stuff. 
How is it?' 

"He'll tell you. Ifs a question of 
quality." 

blending capability has created 
additional business opportunities 
for Tee To Green in the sport turf 
industry. 

"The blender has really opened 
some doors," he says. "If I can 
blend it and quality control it to 
exact specification, I have a leg 
up." 

So, Hutchison is a satisfied cus-
tomer? 

"Very much so." 

Companies specializing in blending soils 
Egypt Farms, Inc. 
P.O. Box 223 
White Marsh. MI) 21162 
800-899-7645 
Contact: Ray Bowman 
Circle #206 

ENS Soil & Peat 
Rte. 1 Box 267 
Rocky Mount, N.C 27803 
919-443-5016 
Contact: Bill Eason 
Circle #207 

Greensmix Soil Blenders 
Div. Faulks Bros. Construction 
Waupaca, W1 54981 
715-258-8566 
Contact: Christine Fau!ks 
Circle #208 

Hutcheson Sand & Grave! 
8 West St. South 
Huntsviiie, Ontario POA1KO 
705-789-4457 
Contact: Don Mackenzie 
Circle #209 

Ohio Central Steel 
7001 Americana Parkway 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 
614-866-0112 
Contact: Steve Cohen 
Circle #210 

Rootzone Mix 
1726 West Ave. E. 
Mule Shoe, FX 79347 
806-272-5300 
Contact: Glen Watkins 
Circle #211 

Southeastern Golf 
P.O. Box 7667 
Tifton, GA 31793 
912-382-7107 
Contact: Scott Veazey 
Circle #212 

Tectonic, Inc. 
12501 Weld County Road 13 
LongmontCO 80504 
303-444-7444 
Contact: Tom Briddle 
Circle #213 

Transamerican Soil Blender 
7005 Salem Park Dr., Suite 200 
Lubbock, TX 79424 
806-793-5200 
Contact: Troy McNeil 
Circle #214 

Before you buy a fairway 
mower, have your 

Toro'dealer take mis test 
I Can the Toro 450-D perform on hilly terrain? 

The Ransomes 350D can, Because the engine is over the drive wheels, 
f the 2-wheel drive Ransomes 350D is surefooted enough to tackle challenging 

terrain. For the ultimate in traction, there's the 4-wheel drive model that gives 
new meaning to the words rugged performer. 

2 Can the Toro 450-D cutting heads be adjusted by hand? 

The Ransomes 350D can. Reel/bed knife and cutting height adjustment is 
$ easily made with a simple twist of a knob. No tools are required. What could 

be easier? 

3 Can the Toro 450-D operator visually monitor cutting performance 
while mowing? 

$ The Ransomes 350D operator can. All cutting units are located in front 
of the operator. The Toro 450-D wing units are positioned behind the operator, 
limiting visibility. 4 Can the Toro 450-D be transported at an efficient speed? 

The Ransomes 350D can. It offers 15.5 mph transport, while the Toro 450-D 
I lags behind at 12.5 mph. 

3 Can the Toro 450-D mow in wet conditions without footprinting? 

The Ransomes 350D can. It doesn't leave its mark — even on wet ground, 
f The 350D is designed to evenly distribute weight to reduce the ground 

pressure which causes footprinting. " Toro® " is a registered trademark of The Toro Company. 

4114 Ransomes Inc. • A Ransomes America Corporation Company • One Bob Cat Lane • Johnson Creek, W l 53038 

Built to Last RANSOMES 

The Toro 450-D has met its match — and then some — in the Ransomes 350D. 
So go ahead. Ask your Toro dealer these five questions, and your next 
question will be: how soon can I get a Ransomes 350D? 

Call 1-800-228-4444 for a free 
on-site demonstration. 




