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“How nice would it be to
have every ball mark
fixed and every divot

filled all summer long?

How nice would it be to
have a whole bunch of

really nice swings? All it

costs the club is a meal.”

— Ben Kern, head pro at
The National Golf Club

RAINTENANCE

Course conditions benefit from innovative jr. program

By MARK LESLIE

Veteran golf pro Ben Kern has
found a way to mix golf course
maintenance with a junior golf
teaching program. And he has is-
sued a challenge to fellow golf
pros across North America to do
the same.

Kern, of The National Golf Club
in Woodbridge, Ontario, rated by
some as the best golf course in
Canada, started his junior pro-
gram in 1981.

“We takes kids who are keen,

hungry and motivated and put
them in a full-emergence pro-
gram,” Kern said.

For five weeks in the summer,
the dozen or so 12-to 18-year-olds
spend most weekdays at The Na-
tional. It costs them nothing.

From 7:30 to 10 a.m. they are
taught by Kern or assistant pro
Doug Hastie, a junior program
graduate himself. That is followed
by individual instruction or prac-
tice until noon, when they lunch
atthe club. After lunch, the youths

work three hours fixing ball marks
and filling divots on the course.
And if members are off the course
in late afternoon, the youths can
play the course free.

Kern, in a radio interview, re-
cently challenged other golf
courses to begin their own, simi-
lar junior programs.

“There’s no reason why it can’t
happen atevery club in Canada or
the United States,” Kern said.
“Golf courses get complacent in
their microcosms. They don’t

Good news travels fast.
Especially when it comes from
internationally recognized
professionals.

Thats why demanding super-
intendents worldwide are using
and endorsing the creeping
bentgrasses *Providence (SR
1019), SR 1020, or Dominant ™
(a blend of the two).
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Maj te Country Club
BelEn , Massachusetts

Steven A. Nash, Golf Course Superintendent
International Town & Country Club
Fairfax, Virginia

James Brown, Golf Course Superintendent
Shreveport Country Club
Shreveport, Louisiana

Of course, that doesn’t come
as any surprise to us. Because
we've spent the past several years
developing and testing our
cultivars on golf courses and at
universities with incredible
results.

The unanimous conclusion?
Every aspect of our bentgrasses is
superior to all other commercially
available varieties. Color. Texture.
Density. Disease resistance.

Heat and drought tolerance.

Whats equally important is
our bentgrasses' performance
under varied golf course condi-
tions. From America to Australia
to Africa, our cultivars consis-
tently produce beautiful, fine-
textured greens with true putting
quality and reduced maintenance.
And outstanding fairway turf
with less thatch and excellent
wear tolerance. These features
are important to superintendents,
golfers, architects, and greens
committees alike.

Don't just take our word for
it. Contact your nearest Bentgrass
Marketing Group member today
for more information and uni-
versity test results. And be
prepared to put your course on
the map.

*Providence and SR 1020 are protected under the
U.S. Plant Variety Protection Act.
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want to take that much time out.
But the rewards are great.

“How nice would it be to have
every ball mark fixed and every
divot filled all summer long? How
nice would it be to have a whole
bunch of really nice swings? All it
costs the club is a meal.”

Kern said The National bud-
gets $5,000 to $6,000 a year for
the program.

“That covers the meals and
gives the juniors a golf ball for
every hour they work. It keeps
them in golf balls for the summer.
And it teaches them about main-
tenance, too,” he said.

Kern uses the swing method
developed by George Knudson
when Knudson worked for him at
The National. He calls it a “supe-
rior” method that produces dra-
matic results.

Study: Shade
plays key role
in golf course
architecture

GUELPH, Ontario — A study
of radiation levels under various
shade trees has yielded a com-
puter model of micro-climates
being adapted for use on golf
courses to manage water and pes-
ticide use.

According to reasearching land-
scape architecture and land re-
source science professors, shade
is a key point in golf course de-
sign.

Data such as sunlight, tempera-
ture, humidity and wind would be
collected at the golf course.
Coupled with shade and sun pat-
terns at course sites, the model
could determine how to modify
the micro-environment to reduce
need for irrigation water and pes-
ticides.

Tony Gillespie, land resource
science professor involved in the
study, predicts that within three
years a program will be devel-
oped that could be used by any
golf course.

Wetting agents
OK in HydroJect

Continued from page 11

Well, the long wait is over —
but not before a series of static
tests, determining the safety of
long-term exposure to wetting
agents, was completed.

“We have seen very positive
results onisolated dry spots when
wetting agents are applied after a
water aeration treatment,” said
Street. “These results are en-
hanced when the wetting agent is
injected directly through the
HydroJect 3000.

“Besides helping isolated dry
spots, we’ve seen faster green-up
rates in early spring and better
overall appearance throughout
the summer.”
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