NEWS

Coastal Commission rejects golf resort

PALOS VERDES, Calif. — In a major blow to
development of the Palos Verdes Peninsula coast,
the state Coastal Commission has recommended
the rejection of a golf course and residential
development proposed along the Rancho Palos
Verdes shoreline.

Commission planners said the so-called Hon-
Zuckerman project does not provide enough
open space and public access to the beach. How-
ever, the project developers charge the report is
full of “misinformation” provided to the commis-
sion by project opponents.

Developers Barry Hon and the Zuckerman
family want to build 83 homes and an 18-hole golf
course on 268 acres near the San Pedro border.
Pete Dye has been retained to design a link-style

public course.

The project was approved by the City Council
in May. But the approval was appealed to the
Coastal Commission, which has ultimate juris-
diction over coastal development. The
Commission’s report concluded the proposal vio-
lates Rancho Palos Verdes’ coastal plan and the
state coastal act.

The developers insist their plans provide
plenty of public open space, including trails,
beach access, a park, and wildlife habitats.
“We tried to provide factual information to
the [Coastal Commission] staff, and it ap-
pears asif they've ignored all the information
we gave them, Ken Zuckerman said of the
report. “It’s a very one-sided analysis.”

Penn State first to offer turfgrass maijor

UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa.—The
board of trustees at Penn State
University recently approved the
College of Agricultural Sciences’
turfgrass science major, the first
ofits kind to be offered among the
country’s land-grant universities.

Dr. Thomas Watschke, profes-
sor of turfgrass science, said Penn
State’s agronomy department de-
signed the major to prepare gradu-
ates for the wide variety of jobs
available in the rapidly expanding
turf industry.

In addition to the curriculum’s
four specific turfgrass science
courses, turf majors are required
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to take 15 credit hours of basic
business classes, such asaccount-
ing, business, law, finance, mar-
keting and labor/industry rela-
tions. While 17 students pursued
Penn State’s turfgrass science
option five years ago, there are
more than 40 in the program to-
day. Watchke predicted 50 per-
cent of those will pursue careers
in the golf course industry.
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