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Great Western saddled with hefty fine

Continued from page 29
situation in Oregon. Company President
Jon D. Loft has taken personal control of
the Great Western office in Albany and a
letter detailing the firm'’s position has been
sent to all customers.

The letter states: “It is important that
you realize that proprietary varietal seed
certification has not been affected. The
certification program for varieties like
Palmer, Rebel II, Reliant, etc., takes place
at the grower level, not at Great Western.
The state and the grower work together to
achieve certified status.

“We regret that these actions have taken
place. The problem had been eliminated
eight months prior to the state and the
university’s findings... We are working to
regain our former stature. We hope to con-
tinue working with you in the future.”

In addition to the fine, the state sus-
pended Great Western’s dealer’s license
for 30 days, a period which ended Sept. 17.
The Agriculture Department also placed
the business on probation for one year and
revoked Great Western's OSU-certified
warehouse status for two years.

The letter also addresses the two-year
certification loss:

“The loss of certification status means
that for two years we will not be able to
produce certified mixtures or blends at
Great Western.

“Arrangements have been made with
approved warehouses to fulfill the needs
of customers who require certified seed
mixtures from Oregon. Certified mixtures
under the interagency certification pro-
gram are still available from New Jersey,
Maryland and Ohio.”

C-LOC® Plastic Sheet Piling

Why C-LOC?

Versatility. Panels are ideal for raising
ground level of tee areas, creating cart
paths over low spots, controlling soil
erosion along ponds and lakes, or s
358 utldlng retaining walls :
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Low spots...Drainage ditches...Soil erosion...Every golf
course poses its own set of landscaping problems. Which is
why so many developers, contractors and club managers are
now relying on C-LOC plastic panels to solve these problems.

THINK OF IT AS THE GOLF COURSE PROBLEM SOLVER

fading, peeling, or rotting.

No heavy equipment needed.

Durability. C-LOC’s extruded PVC panels are becoming the
preferred material of golf course contractors, proven to resist
the elements year after year without cracking, corroding,

An easy-construction design. C-LOC’s rugged, lightweight
interlocking panels can be installed by a two-man crew with
nothing more than a sledgehammer, waterjet, or jackhammer.

Envlmnmem-friendly The panels are completely non-pollut-
ng. There's nothingio rust, corrode, or leach into soil or water
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Reregistration
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Scientists at chemical companies
have also been asked for their sug-
gestions. The EPA expects to issue a
five-chapter, guideline-by-guideline
analysis of its required procedures.
The first chapter is due out this
month, while the remaining four are
expected next year.

The purpose of this analysis is four-
fold:

® To provide pesticide registrants
and laboratories with information on
rejection factors to minimize their
recurrence.

* Toreassess the adequacy of EPA
guidance.

¢ To determine appropriate regu-
latory response to future rejected
studies.

e And to make any internal
changes in the process, procedures
or criteria deemed appropriate.

As each ofthe five chapters is com-
pleted, it will be mailed to all pesti-
cide registrants — about 600 pesti-
cide-data-producing laboratories —
and interested parties in the interna-
tional arena.

The clear goal of this agency-wide
reassessment, according to Heier, is
to improve the quality and accep-
tance rate of reregistration applica-
tions. The problems are widespread,
he explained.

“These inadequacies are not con-
centrated in one area,” said Heier.
“Companies are making mistakes all
over the place. When you've got a 30-
percent rejection rate, you've got
across-the-board problems.”

Heier offered a few examples of
application shortcomings. Here are
the top three rejection factors in the
area of residue studies: 1) Labora-
tory methods inadequately validated
or described; 2) Insufficient geo-
graphic representation; 3) Lack of
data regarding aerial sprinkler appli-
cation.

Heier explained that once a single
study is rejected, the application is
also rejected. Of course, that particu-
lar study must be reconducted be-
fore the application is resubmitted.

“But that’s not the worst part,” said
Heier. “That holds up the entire re-
view process for that chemical. We
almost have to start from scratch
[when the application is resubmit-
ted]. That’s the single biggest factor
in why the EPA process is so slow.

“That’s why we're reviewing the
process. That's why we've called in
the industry and asked, ‘What'’s
wrong here? Why are we getting such
a high rejection rate?”

While Heier noted that every
chemical firm has, at one time, been
asked to repeat studies, most of the
problems come with smaller compa-
nies that don’t have the means for in-
depth quality control.

He added EPA is concentrating on
reregistration rejections, as opposed
to new-product registration rejec-
tions. Reregistration hasclearly been
the top priority: Whereas companies
request registration on 12 to 15 new
products each year, the EPA must
address more than 600 reregistration
applications by 1997.
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