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Caution in Asia

Some developers believe golf course construction

Grads
facing
uncertain
future

mayoutpace demand = .. i vinsmissessssasasacs 6
i By Peter Blais
Truax in 92? . Turf school graduates are
Vermont developer may seek state’s highest office having more trouble finding
with ideas on curbing environmental controls. ....... 9

On the straight & narrow

Maryland superintendent findsinvisible fencing keeps
carts and their drivers in ine ...........cccoeeveveceevrnnnee. 54

entry-level jobs as assistant
superintendents than they
did a year ago, according to
college officials.

“We usually graduate 45
to 50 students,” said Profes-
sor Richard Cooper, coordi-
nator of the University of

Massachusetts two-year turf

N management program.

i “Lastyearwasthefirsttime

they weren't all able to get

Practice jobs. Thisyearit’s been even

traps worse. It's taking a lot more : i G po nese COU rse G s er
work to find positions.” Gen Morita wants all golf con- 2 =

Putting Cooper blames a weak struction halted, including Perry I. h‘. H

greens economy, particularly in the Dye's Royal Hawaiian (above). Se S Slg S On GWG I l
Northeast, for the bleak job

Chipping Continued on page 8 By 'Pe te r Bla : s . the ointment, they ought to consider his

greens His goalis nothing shortofstoppingall  record.
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Many U.S. practice facilities offer chipping and putting greens
and practice traps. This graph shows the percentages of surveyed
ranges that offer these services. Ranges that operate at or close
to a year-round basis are more likely to offer practice areas.
Source: National Golf Foundation
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Cat strike
leaves mark
on industry

By Hal Phillips
PEORIA, Il. —Wadsworth

golf course development, periocd. And
Hawaii is his latest target.

“It's not possible to build a good golf
course,” said Gen Moritaofthe The Global
Network for Anti-Golf Course Action.
“You can’t put something like that on 150
acres and expect it to not hurt the envi-
ronment, unless you stick it in the middle
of the desert. But if you build it in the

Morita claims to have had a hand in
stopping construction of 280 Japanese
courses through his work with the Japan
National Network Against Resort and Golf
Course Development. Since 1988, the
group has helped obtain moratoriums
against new development in 10 of Japan’s
46 prefectures.

With Japanese corporations financing

Montross making major changes at Westwood.... 14 Construction Co.held aunique usual way, it’s just not possible.” many of Hawaii’s ,new courses, Morita
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Average payroll climbed 10
percent (to $15,888 per hole) $10,000 1
while payroll taxes and ben-
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Caterpillar strike leaves mark on the industry

Continued from page 1

force. He proved a prophet.
“They've gota pretty good inven-

tory over there,” he said at the time.
Some golf course builders and

contractors went about their busi-

ness untouched by the walkout of

12,000 employees. Yet Bill Kubly,
presidentofLandscapes Unlimited,
said months of inactivity from the

nation's largest manufacuter of

heavy equipment did change the
market.

“I was talking to one of our sub-
contractors the other day, and he

said he was having trouble coming
up with second-hand, rubber-tired
scrapers,” said Kubly, whonoted that
most course builders don’t own real
heavy equipment, like scrapers.
“It's strange,” Kubly continued.
“Latelastfall, the market wasreal soft
becausethewholeeconomyhasbeen
soft. We were able to pick up some
scrapers at a 30-percent savings. But
now, the short supply has driven up
the price.”
Thatsituationisunlikelytochange
anytime soon. Caterpillar production

has been crippled for nearly six

months.Workersdidn'treturninforce
until April 20.

However, “There’ssomuch equip-
ment in the country right now, it'd
take a year before we'd begin to feel

it,' noted Eldredge. " The price of

equipment may have gone up. Butif
the economy were better — and it
looks to be improving — it wouldn't
have made much of a difference.”

According to Eldredge,while the
strike took place right next door, it
never hit home at Wadsworth. “I
don’t know that it has affected us,"
he said.

“It was a real sad situation,” said
Bob Steele, vice president at Paul
Clute and Associates. “We haven't
felt any effects. We're pretty well
equipped with scrapers — we own
most of our equipment.

“But if this thing had gone on for
three or four months, into the sum-
mer, itcould have become difficult to
get scraper parts, among other
things.”

Kublysaidhe'spleased the struggle
ended when it did. “As the whole
economy turns up, this strike could
have really slowed us down.”
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Pink and Gray Snow Mold and

Fusarium Patch.

And because CHIPCO* brand
26019 provides long-lasting control,

and is registered for use on a wide
variety of high-value ornamentals,

you can keep more of your course

Chipeo 26019

disease-free all season long.

This year, take the bite out

Fungicide

CIRCLE #142

hl_i As with any crop protection chemical, always read and follow instructions on the label. CHIPCO is a registered trademark of Rhone-Poulenc

of traffic pressure with the proven

disease protection of CHIPCO®

brand 26019 fungicide. Available
in wettable powder and smooth-

pouring flowable formulations.

1991 Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company

Polymers

Continued from page 43

drated crystals are absorbed
through the plant-feeder root sys-
tem.”

Oncedeposited, studiesshowthe
polymer makes roughly 95 percent
of the absorbed water available to
the plant. It's estimated that 15
pounds of polymer per 1,000 square
feet will store 1/2 inch of typical
irrigation water; 30 poundswill store
1 inch.

Nus has found polymers most
effective on tees and greens.

“Polymers work best in drought-
ridden soils, and we build greens
and tees out of sand-based root
zones, which are traditionally
drought-ridden soils,” Nus ex-
plained. “Peatcan only hold 20 times
its weight in water.”

Don Courtney, director of golf
operations at the 54-hole Wigwam
golf complex in Litchfield Park,
Ariz., has experimented with poly-
mers in several trouble spots. He
alsoapplied polyacrylamides to half
his driving range, leaving the other
half untreated.

“Where we've put it down, it has
kept the grass greener and held
water well,” he explained. “In be-
tween fertilizer applications, the
plots do stay greener.”

Courtney is impressed. But with
further experiments underway on
fairways and roughs, he’s not quite
ready to issue an unqualified en-
dorsement. “I'm holding back until
I see more,” he said

Nus agrees the jury is still out,
and he issues these words of cau-
tion: “These materials are so ab-
sorbent, thereisapointofnoreturn.
If used improperly, they can be
counterproductive.

“Before you can promote any of
these materials, you have to have a
firm basisin scientificresearch, and
that research is just starting to hit
the review stage.”

The cross-linked polyacrylamide
must be applied underneath exist-
ing turf, a problem for superinten-
dents. The Olathe Model 831 Poly-
mer Planter, for example, is pulled
by a 40-horsepower tractor and de-
posits the crystals after individual
bladesslice the turfat depthsof21/
2to 4 1/2 inches.

“Ituses grooving, rotating blades
on 6-inch centers. It'sa heavy-duty
machine,” said Nus, who noted the
Olathe 831 is “surface disruptive”
and better suited (o athletic fields.

According to Nus, there are al-
ternatives for the golf course in-
dustry, namely high-pressure, liquid
injectors and smaller-blade prod-
ucts: “vibrating, slicing, plow type
things.” However, these two prod-
ucts are currently going through
the patent process, he said.

Despite the shortage of appro-
priate applicators and grounded
scientific research, Nus said poly-
mers should not be considered
“down-the-road” technology.

“It'supon us,” he said. “There’s a
lot of interest, but we have to be
sure we know what we're talking
about before we start publicizing
1t.
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