
Heart of America GCSA discovers recognition is attainable 
The Heart of America Golf 

Course Superintendents Associa-
tion two years ago embarked on an 
aggressive public relations program 
that has met with such gratifying 
success, its leaders plan to continue 
their efforts. 

Dave Fearis of Blue Hills Coun-
try Club in Kansas City said that 
since the non-golfing community 
does not know who superintendents 
are, the Heart of America GCSA 
embarked on efforts that have al-
ready gained public acceptance and 

support. 
First, in 1990, it sponsored a 

Christmas tree in a community 
function called "The Festival of 
Trees." The festival is a national 
program where companies sponsor 
professionally decorated Christmas 
trees that are displayed to the pub-
lic. Monies raised from this display 
and an auction of the trees are do-
nated to a local charity. 

In 1990 the association chose a 
tree that had already been deco-
rated, but last year it asked a profes-

sional designer, Karen Donahue, 
to decorate a tree with a golf theme. 
The tree's ornaments were minia-
ture golf shoes, putting greens, golf 
bags, "birdies," and an "eagle" at 
the top. A garland around it was 
made of golf tees. The base of the 
tree was covered with Astro-Turf, 
on which was laid crested golf balls 
from local golf courses. 

Donahue also designed a wreath 
around a golf flag from the Heart's 
Scholarship & Research tourna-
ment which was signed by Paul 

Azinger, Fred Couples, LeeTrevino 
and Tom Watson — obtained by 
Fearis at a tournament Watson 
hosts at Blue Hills each year. The 
theme of the tree and wreath was 
"Birdies & Eagles: These Are a 
Few of My Favorite Things." 

The tree, Fearis reported, won 
two honors. A panel of judges se-
lected it as "Most Unique" tree and 
chose it as one of eight trees, of 80 
entered, for the live auction. The 
tree and wreath received the high-
est bid of any tree — $525. 

You'll love its 
classic lines 

W A L K - B E H I N D G R E E N S M O W E R S 

Perfectly striped greens. They send a message to 
all who see them—these are what great putting 
surfaces are supposed to look like. 

John Deere 22 and 22R Greens Mowers help 
send that message. Not only for major tournament 
sites like the 1991 U.S. Open and 1992 PGA 
Championship but for hundreds of other great golf 
courses—like yours—every day. 

A split drive system is the key. Both the 22 
and 22R power their 
traction rolls separately. 
That means more con-

The 22 and 22R both feature a split drive 
system for superior tracking. The 22 is also 
available with a front gear drive assembly 
to power a front brush or verticutter. 

sistent tracking, 
straighter cut lines. 

Up front, you get a 
precision cut with 
a nine-bladed reel of 
high-tensile 
strength steel. 
A standard 3 mm 
bedknife combines with the reel to deliver cuts to 
1/8-inch. Optional 2.5 mm bedknife delivers 
tournament-quality cuts to 7/64-inch. 

For the name of your nearest distributor, or free 
literature, call 1-800-544-2122 toll free or write 
John Deere, Dept. 956, Moline, IL 61265. 

It NOTHING RUNS 
LIKE A DEERE® 

Fifteen thousand people viewed 
the festival, with the Heart's name 
appearing on a sign in front of the 
tree and wreath and also on an in-
formation board at the entrance to 
the display. A television station also 
showed the tree and wreath to its 
viewers. 

Meanwhile, the Heart also do-
nated a check for $500 to the 
Redemptorist Center, which feeds 
more than 175 families weekly, as-
sists the aging and provides emer-
gency assistance and self-help pro-
grams, social activities, an outreach 
program, and free health facility. 

"Obviously, the Heart of America 
GCSA received a lot of publicity for 
its involvement with the Festival of 
Trees and the Redemptorist Cen-
ter," Fearis said. "However, it was 
also gratifying to be able to help the 
needy during the Christmas season. 

'The Heart will continue pursu-
ing those public relations ventures 
that expose our name to the public 
— golfing and non-golfing." 

Coopman, Mita 
earn Nicklaus' 
recognition as 
top supers 

NORTH PALM BEACH, Fla. — 
Jack Nicklaus has honored Michael 
S. Coopman of Dove Canyon Golf 
Club in Mission Viejo, Calif., as the 
national Superintendent of the Year. 
The International Nicklaus Super-
intendent of the Year honor was 
awarded to Minehiro Mita of Japan 
Memorial Golf Club in Kobe City, 
Japan. 

"Golf course maintenance has 
become a state-of-the-art science 
over the years, and both Michael 
and Minehiro have mastered their 
skills in maintaining superior golf 
facilities," said Nicklaus, chairman 
and chief executive officer of Golden 
Bear International. "Both have 
overseen golf courses from con-
struction to completion and estab-
lished a level of maintenance to 
compare with any course I have 
seen." 

Coopman was named course su-
perintendent of Dove Canyon in 
July 1988, and was responsible for 
overseeing the course's transition 
from construction to grow-in, 
maintenance to its opening in 1991. 
Prior to Dove Canyon, Coopman 
was employed at Bear Creek Golf 
Club in Temecula, Calif. Coopman 
graduated from Michigan State 
University. 

Mita becomes the second Japa-
nese superintendent to receive the 
award and has overseen the re-
sponsibilities at Japan Memorial 
since 1988. Prior to his work at 
Japan Memorial, Mita served as 
superintendent at Sunnyfield Golf 
Club near Mito City, Japan. He 
recently accepted a new position as 
golf course superintendent at the 
new course being designed by 
Nicklaus at Ishioka outside of To-
kyo. 


