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Golf course openings in 1991 totaled 342, according
to National Golf Foundation statistics. That compares
to 289 in 1990.
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SUPPLIER BUSINESS

By Mark Leslie

The new president of the United
States Golf Association confirmed the
organization will remain dedicated to
turfgrass and environmental research,
and predicted a wide range of results
exciting to the industry.

StuartF. Bloch, aninvestment broker
in Wheeling, W.Va., who has a long
history of involvement with the
agronomy of golf courses, said: “The
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Executive Com-
mittee is behind
this research 100
percent. Wemake
a lot of money in
the U.S.Openand
I think, what bet-
terway to spendit
than research?”

Bloch agulis Stuart Bloch
for 49 years, was green committee

Bloch vows research to continue

chairman at his club for 18 years and has
served as a USGA board member.
The successor to C. Grant Spaeth of
Palo Alto, Calif., he said he has gotten “a
lot out of golf ... and not many people get
the chance to put as much back in the
game as you do when you get involved
like this. And when you get to be presi-
dent, then you've really got the ultimate
experience.”
Continued on page 27
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From wetland to country club, American architect Gary Roger Baird
made magnificent use of his design skills and the construction know-
how of developers of The Royal Gems Golf and Sports Complex in
Bangkok, Thailand. An 114foot-high levy needed to be built around
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the property and the land was drained before construction could begin
on the $100-million project. Baird said 75 laborers worked four months
hand-laying the stonework in the double-tiered sand bunkers.

Photo courtesy of Gary Roger Baird Design International, Ltd.

EPA not doing
pesticide use,

By Peter Blais

The Golf industry and federal gov-
ernment are not doing enough to keep
pesticides off golf courses, according to
the head of an anti-pesticide advocacy
group.

Jay Feldman, national coordinator of
the National Coalition Against the Mis-
use of Pesticides, made that charge
during last month's Golf Course Super-
intendents Association of America In-
ternational Conference and Show in
New Orleans.

Joining Feldman on an environ-

enough to curb
advocate says

pesticides and toxic substances, and
ABC Television's John Stossel, news ana-
lyst and environmental reporter on the
show 20/20.

THE CASE AGAINST PESTICIDES

The environmental community's
long-term goal is to work together with
the golf industry and EPA on pesticide
use, Feldman said. But in the short term,
EPA Programs are inadequate, he
added.

Over 600 potentially active ingredients,
many of which are found in golf cure

Wetlands expert
advises: Use
common sense

By Peter Blais

With revisionsto the federal wetlands
laws still months away, golf course de-
velopers need to follow some common
sense guidelines when building near
the environmentally sensitive areas,
according to a landscape architect.

The Army Corps of Engineers will
evaluate proposals with two criteria in
mind, according to Barbara Beall of The
LA Group in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.,
who spoke at the recent Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America
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Shields is TPC’s Super of the Year

BY. Péter Blais including 15 at Arizona Coun-  nance operations for the TPC

+.Tighue Shields of the Tour-  try Club. He worked brieflyat  network’s 12 coursesand PGA

nament Players Club of TPC at Star Pass in Tucson Tour Investments. “He runs a

BEARD Scottsdale near Phoenix has  beforetakingoveratScottsdale  truly professional operation.

COLLECTION beennamed the TPCsystem’s  in 1989. Thecourseisimmaculateevery

Superintendent of the Year. “Tighue is one of the best  day. He is organized and his

Shields, 41, has worked in  managers in our group,” said  crew is motivated and well

NEWSPAPER course maintenance 22 years,  Cal Roth, director of mainte- Continued on page 4



Area welcomes Taiwanese neighbor’s
plan to build course, heated range

CADIZ, Ohio — A Taiwan-
ese businessman who now calls
Columbus home, wants to build
a golf course in Cadiz to satisfy
a life-long dream. Area resi-
dents welcomed him with a
reception.

The first phase of Henry
Liaw’s project on a 370-acre
piece of Sally Buffalo Park will
be a heated year-round driving
range.

An 18-hole championship
course will take two to three
years to build.

Harrison Community Im-
provement Corp. agreed to sell
the property to Liaw for
$350,000.

The city acquired the prop-
erty in 1989 for $450,000 and
will retain 275 acres, including
the main lakes, campsites and
ball fields. The agreement calls
for an average employment of
25.“My philosophy is simple,”
Liaw said.

“Build a quality golf course
with a ... price that everybody
can afford.”

Liaw envisions “a course for
all abilities to enjoy — a qual-
ity design to accomodate all
qualities of players, from
handicapped golfers to pros.”

Liaw operates an import-ex-
port business in Columbus and
a packaging factory in Taiwan.

The project is expected to
cost more than $5 million, and
Harrison County commission-
ers approved a 75-percent tax
abatement for the course,
which would bring a S$1.7-mil-
lion tax base to the county.

BARNSTABLE, Mass. — The
Barnstable Fire District will buy
the Hyannis Golf Course. An initial
vote on whether to buy the golf
course to protect the water under it
was defeated, 244-127.

The money measure needed a
two-thirds vote to pass. A second
vote, after more than 100 voters
had left the meeting, passed 144-
63 to appropriate the $5.1 million
needed to buy the course.

The 128-acre Hyannis Golf
Course, formerly Iyanough Hills,
sits atop a prime water recharge
area that feeds two wells. The town

Fire district buying course
for water underneath it

will continue to operate the course
and use profits to pay off the pur-
chase price.

There is a negative impact on the
Barnstable tax rate with the pur-
chase approval, an additional S52 a
year in taxes on a $166,000.

The five-year projection of
course income shows that the
course will operate at a profit after
debt service in about five years,
officials say.

The fire district is pursuing a
“friendly taking” under eminent
domain proceedings in order to
assure the parcel’sboundary lines.

Beale: Resort to common sense as wetlands

Continued from page 1

First, does the project need to be
near wetlands? Second, is building
it in the public interest?

To help developers meet those
criteria and increase the chances
of obtaining permits when building
near wetlands, Beall developed a
list of 10 suggestions developers
would be wise to follow.

1. Before buying property have a
site review done by a wetland con-
sultant to determine wetland cover-
age. Aerial photographs and maps
are available to the consultant. It
might also be wise to have the
consultant draw plans for a worst-
and best-case scenario. Have the
consultant draw a tight line against
the wetland boundaries then add a
100-foot buffer to compensate for
any regulatory changes.

2. Be realistic in determining
profit potential and return on a piece
of property that includes wetlands.
Building near wetlands often re-
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sults in unexpected costs.

3. Design the project with wet-
land avoidance. Avoid clearing and
obtain nationwide permits early.
This will save time, consultants
fees and aggravation in the per-
mitting process.

4. Choose environmental con-
sultants with golf course develop-
ment experience and familiarity
with state and federal regulatory
agencies. On-staff expertise in
land-use planing, environmental
permitting, impact statement
preparation and engineering is
important. Such one-stop shop-
ping can help coordinate the
project and permitting process.

5. Have a preapplication meet-
ing with the federal agencies that
will review your project. Bring in a
design plan and show how it works
around wetlands. Askifthe agency
has a specialist or staff member
who understands the game of golf
and canreview the project. Dealing

with people unfamiliar with golf
could result in requests for impact
studies for a 16-hole course or ef-
forts to move tees 150 yards closer
to greens.

6. Provide a list of pesticides that
may be applied and their leaching
potential. Acomputer model of what
will happen plus an Integrated Pest
Management plan can help reduce
regulators’ fears of pesticides near
wetlands.

7. Integrate mitigation and best
management features into the de-
sign. Use detention basins to hold
runofffrom wetlands. Create buffer
strips between development and
wetland areas. Show how soil ero-
sion and construction practices will
be worked into the golf course
project.

8. Avoid clearing to the wetland’s
edge and allow vegetation to buffer
development from wetland areas.
Plant vegetation with wildlife in
mind. The Fish and Wildlife Service

laws redrawn

is frequently one of the biggest crit-
ics of golf courses during the re-
view process. Showing how the
project will enhance wildlife habitat
helps get a favorable response.

9. Stay up to date on wetland
issues. Organizations that include
“mud huggers” and developers are
working together to develop sen-
sible wetlands policies and publish
helpful information for members.
They include the Association of
Wetland Managers, Environmen-
tal Law Institute and National Wild-
life Federation.

10. Establish a symposium in-
volving the allied golf associations,
environmental groups and regula-
toryagencies. These groups should
be discussing how golf courses
can be integrated successfully
with wetlands. Such a meeting
would develop better under-
standing between the groups and
result in more effective wetlands
policies.

Shields honored

Continued from page 1
trained.

“Hiscourseisamodel operation for
ourclubs. It'satraining groundforour
new employees. They get to spend a
few days with Tighue before going to
their own courses.”

The award is based on many crite-
ria, including daily course condition-
ing, budget performance, personnel
management and tournament prepa-
ration. TPC of Scottsdale hosted
January’s Phoenix Openwon by Mark
Calcavecchia.

The tournament drew 380,000
spectators to the Jay Morrish/Tom
Weiskopf designed facility. The Sta-
dium Course hosts 55,000 rounds
annually. The Desert Course, an ac-
companying publicfacility Shieldsalso
manages, handles another 75,000
rounds.

Shields received a plaque and
Waterford crystal decanterduringlast
month’s annual TPC meeting held at
the Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of America International
Conferenceand Showin NewOrleans.
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