CLAWSON MOVES UP AT SOLATROL

SAN DIEGO —Dan Clawson has been
appointed director of North American
sales for Solatrol, Inc. He will oversee
marketing and distribution of the
company’s light-energized irrigation
management system throughout the
United States and Canada.

Meanwhile, Kurt Pennenberg hasbeen
promoted to Western regional sales
manager at Solatrol.

Added to the marketing team were
regional sales managers Mark DelLange,
southern California; Jerry Zella, northern
California, and Mike Deveraux, Florida.
Lee Andersen is the new sales represen-
tative for California counties Orange and
San Diego.

FREUND JOINS HUNTER OUT WEST

Ron Freund recently joined Hunter In-
dustries as its regional golf manager for
nine western states and four Canadian
provinces. His territory includes Wash-
ington, Oregon,
Idaho, Montana,
Wyoming, North
and South Dakota,
Utah, Nebraska,
British Columbia,
Alberta,
Saskatchewan
and Manitoba.

Freund will
represent Hunter
Golf products,
including the RKonFreund
ETC controller and Golf Series sprin-
klers and valves. He will also direct
sales efforts and introduce new prod-
ucts.

Freund was previously affiliated with
Formost Construction Company in
Temecula, Calif. As a product superin-
tendent, he recently directing irrigation
layout and installation at three Arnold
Palmer-designed courses in Hawaii:
Mauna Kea (second 18), Hawaii Prince
Hotel, and Turtle Bay.

MILLER TO MANAGE SOUTHEAST REGION
Emil Miller has been appointed as
marketing manager for Smithco’s
Southeastern region, according to
President Ted Smith. Miller will be re-
sponsible for all phases of marketing
for Smithco distributors and end users
throughout 13 southeastern states and
the Caribbean.

Miller, based in Fort Lauderdale, was
formerly with DeBra Turf & Industrial
Equipment as consultant for the golf
industry on Florida’s east coast. While
at DeBra, he was recognized in each of
the past two years for outstanding per-
formance in sales and service.

GOLF COURSE NEWS

Backers, skeptics assess mesh-grid technology

By Hal Phillips

Imagine, if you will, a bucket firmly packed
with sandy soil. Turn the bucket over and stand
atop the resulting “castle” of a dirt. Impossible,
right?

Not necessarily.

If the soil has been mixed with soil reinforce-
ment meshing, the sandy soil will support your
weight — or so say advocates of this fledgling
technology, designed to alleviate divot damage
and increase load-bearing capability while re-

sisting compaction. Its official moniker goes
something like this: randomly oriented, inter-
locking mesh, high-sand root zone system (or
mesh system, for short). And studies from Dr.
James Beard and Samuel Sifers at Texas A&M
vouch for its performance in a wide range of golf
course applications.

Mesh systemsare fairly simple. Thousands of
mesh rectangles (50mm by 100mm) are mixed
into soil which occupies the upper four to six
inches of a high-sand root zone. For their ex-

perimentation, Beard and Sifers used Tifway
Bermudagrass. Assessments were conducted
four times during each growing season starting
in 1985.

“The evidence suggests that mesh elements
have an interlocking, three-dimensional aspect
that imparts a flexing action,” wrote Beard and
Sifersinapaper presented at thisyear’s GCSAA
conference in New Orleans.

Mind you: This is nota one-piece, horizontal

Continued on page 38

THEN AND NOW...

A before (above) and after study of the 14th fairway at the Minami Course on the island of Hawaii,
where erosion blankets were employed as construction tools.

Erosion control ma

Fifteen manufacturers of rolled erosion
controlproductshave organized the Erosion
Control Technology Council to take the lead
in establishing standards and use practices
for the industry.

Jeff Rodencal of The Tensar Corp. in
Morrow, Ga., was elected to a two-year term
as ECTC chairman last September.

Rodencal, erosion control product man-
ager of Tensar, said thereis “confusioninthe
marketplace” caused by “an explosion” of
new products coupled with hundreds of de-
signers and engineers who are specifying
erosion control products with no general
guidelines. “We want to get the government
agencies involved,” Rodencal said. “Nowwe
have 50 states (drafting regulations). We
want to take the best and standardize across
the industry.”

The first reports will be given in June by
the ECTC’s Testingand Evaluation Commit-
tee, Product Identification and Classification
Committee and Market Information Com-

mittee.

Label restrictions
in store for
afrazine products

By Hal Phillips

The Environmental Protection Agency
hasaccepted avoluntary proposal by Ciba-
Geigytoadd anumber oflabel restrictions
to atrazine products and to carry out addi-
tional water monitoring and educational
initiatives on this herbicide.

The action was taken by Ciba-Geigy to
reduce surface water contamination by
atrazine, particularly in waters used for
drinking. Three other EPA-registered
manufacturers of atrazine products —
Drexel Chemical Co., IPC, and Oxon Italia
— will also augment their label restric-
tions.

Atrazine is one of the most widely used
herbicidesin the United States, according
to the EPA, which believes an estimated
80-90 million pounds are applied annually.
While its main use is the protection of
corn and sorghum crops, atrazine is used
in the Carolinas to kill weeds lurking in
Bermudagrass fairways.

“Some courses in the Southeast will
elect to use atrazine in Bermuda fairways
when the grass is dormant, normally in
January, February and early March,” said
Patrick O’Brien, director of the USGA
Greens Section, Southeastern Region. “It’s
used in areas where they don’t overseed,

Continued on page 39

AgriDiagnostics kicks
off environmental
awareness campaign

MOORESTOWN, N.J. — Agri-Diagnostics
Associates, a biotechnology company and
manufacturer of the Reveal Turf Disease Kit,
has launched a nationwide promotional cam-
paign to raise awareness among golfers about
how golf course superintendents are applying
sound environmental practices to golf course
maintenance.

Thecampaign—whichtargetsgolfers, greens
committees and club members — is unique
because it involves golf course superintendents
directly.

Reveal Turf Disease Detection Kits are used
nationwide to provide early discovery of turf
diseases and to encourage judicious use of
fungicides.

As part of the campaign, if golf course su-
perintendents purchase at least three Reveal
kits by Aug. 30, 1992, a donation will be made
toward the placement of an advertisement that
highlights environmental stewardship, mana-
gerial attributes, and trade professionalism.

The advertisement, which is a component of

Continued on page 39
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RISE symposium
extolls benefits
of pesticide use

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Univer-
sity researchers, turfgrass specialists
andentomologistsaddressingarecent
environmental conference in the
nation’s capital agreed the benefits
associated with pesticide use far out-
weigh the risks.

The symposium, sponsored by Re-
sponsible Industry for a Sound Envi-
ronment (RISE), was attended by
congressional staff members and
regulatory agency representatives
who help craft safety and environ-
mental laws. The conference focused
on pesticide uses around buildings,
on turfgrass and for vegetation and
right-ofway maintenance.

Fears about pesticides have led
communities nationwide to pass or-
dinances restricting their use. Last
year’s Supreme Court decision —
allowing communities to pass pesti-
cide laws which conflict with federal
(EPA) statutes — has created “a
nightmare for industry, consumers
andlocal government,” said U.S. Rep.
Charles Hatcher (D-Ga.), whose
comments opened the March 26-27
conference.

Hatcher said the potential for
“83,000 different sets of laws — or
even 2,000 different laws — is almost
impossible to administer.” Hatcheris
chief sponsor of pending legislation
that would place sole regulatory con-
trol back in the hands of state and
federal governments.

Dr. Frank Dost, former professor
atOregon State University, said prod-
uctregulationandregistrationisbased
on assessing the probability of risk.
Despite all safeguards, he said, “Our
desire to live in a risk-free society is
unattainable. No chemical on earth is
non-toxic.”

Other conference speakers in-
cluded Dr. Tom Watschke, profes-
sor of turfgrass science at Penn
State University, who said hardy
turfgrass filters out pollutants in
runoff water; and Dr. David Baker,
water quality laboratory director
for Hiedelberg College, who said
the best management practices in
turf production have reduced the
potential for pesticide contamina-
tion of drinking water.

~ SUPPLIER BUSINESS

Roll call: Erosion control manufacturers

Continued from page 35

Conweb Fibers, 8146 Cedar
Vista, San Antonio, Texas 78255;
512-6959104.

Erosion Control Systems, Inc.,
1800 McFarland Blvd., Suite 180,
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 35406; 205759
5154.

Exxon Chemical Co., 2100
Riveredge Parkway, Suite 1025;
Atlanta, Ga. 30328; 800-543-9966.

Finn Corp., 9281 LeSaint Dr.,
Fairfield, Ohio45014;800-543-7166.

Greenstreak, Inc., 3400 Tree
Court Industrial Blvd., St. Louis,

Mo. 63122; 800-325-9504.

Landscape Supply, Inc., 101 Madi-
sonAve., Roanoke, Va. 24016;800-876-
2151.

Nicolon Corp., 3500 Parkway Lane,
Suite 500, Norcross, Ga., 30092; 404-
447-6272.

North American Green, Inc., 14649
Highway 42 North, Evansville, Ind.
47711; 800-772-2040.

Partac Peat Corp., Kelsey Park,
Great Meadows, N.J. 07838; 800-247-
2326.

Phillips Petroleum Co., Phillips Fi-
bers Corp., P.O. Box 66, Greenvile,

S.C. 29602; 800-845-5737.

Proseed (US.A) Inc., P.O. Box
1250, San Marcos, Texas 78667; 512-
392-1900.

Reemay, Inc., P.O. Box 511, Old
Hickory, Tenn. 37138; 800-321-6271.

Research Products Corp. P.O.Box
1467, Madison, Wis. 53701-1467; 608-
257-8801.

S&S Seeds, P.O. Box 1275,
Carpinteria, Calif. 93013; 805-684-
0436.

Shemin Nurseries, 7 Riverside
Road, Greenwich, Conn. 06830; 203
531-0540.

Synthetic Industries, 4019 Indus-
tryDrive, Chattanooga, Tenn. 37416;
6154990753.

Tex-Net, Inc., Box 315, Riverton,
NJ. 08077; 609499-9111.

The Tensar Corp., 1210 Citizens

arkway, Morrow, Ga. 30260; 800-
8454453.

Verdyol Ero-Mat, RR4,
Cookstown, Ontario, Canada LOL
11.0; 7054589601.

Weyerhaeuser Silva-Fiber, Engi-
neered Fiber and Molded Products,
Mail Stop EF4, Tacoma, Wash.
98477, 800-4439179.

Wilbur-Ellis Co., Brayton Division,
215 Summer St., West Burlington,
Towa 52655; 800-728-9326.

James named to
EPA committee

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Allen
James, executive director of Re-
sponsible Industry for a Sound
Environment (RISE), has been
named to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Lawn Care Pesti-
cide Advisory Committee, a 25
member group established to
provide advice to EPA and other
governmental agencies on policy
and technical issues.

The new committee — compris-
ing federal and state government
policymakers, industry and busi-
ness leaders, and consumer and
environmental advocates — met
for the first time May 12-13, in An-
napolis, Md.
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