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Michigan Homestead gets go-ahead 
By Peter BI a is 

GLEN ARBOR, Mich. — The four-
year battle apparently isn't over for the 
Homestead Resort's golf course project. 

The national office of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency May 8 ap-
proved the controversial northern 
Michigan course, including the filling in 
of 3 1/2 acres of wetlands. 

EPA Director William Reilly's deci-
sion upheld the Michigan Natural Re-
sources Commission's 1990 approval 

Despite EPA approval, 
controversial project not 

out of the woods yet 
and the wishes of Republican Gov. John 
Engler. But it conflicted with the recom-
mendations of the regional EPA office 
and four other government agencies. 

Three days later, project opponents— 
including Friends of the Crystal River, 
Sierra Club, Michigan United Conserva-
tion Clubs, National Wildlife Federation 

and Trout Unlimited — filed a lawsuit 
in U.S. District Court seeking to over-
turn the EPAruling. A decision whether 
to issue a permit to the resort course 
near Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore isn't due until June 8. 

"It's still a hot topic around here," 
said John Tune, editor of the Record 
Eagle in nearby Traverse City. 

Homestead developer Bob Kuras is 
unsure when he will start construction, 

Continued on page 43 

Erosion control blankets 
fast proving their worth 
By Mark Leslie 

Erosioncontrolhasbecome 
a byword in the construction 
industry, transformingerosion 
control blankets from a sec-
ondary to a major tool of the 
trade. 

"We used to only use them 
(blankets) from an engineer-
ing standpointwhenyou really 
had aproblem," said Ron Boyd, 
president of Williamsburg En-
vironmental Group, Inc. in 
Williamsburg , Va. "Now 
you've got more regulations 
—such as laws on cutting: d 
tilling on steep slopes — so 
that their use is sometimes 
mandatory." 

Ken Starrett, vice president 
of marketing for American 
Excelsior Co. of Arlington, 

" P e o pi e see the 
quick growth 
and ask what 

kind of f e r t i l -
izer we use. We 
don't use any. " 

— Ken S t a r r e t t 

Texas, said over the last few 
years strong laws regulated 
by the Soil Conservation 
Service, Corps of Farming 
Engineers and highway de-
partmentshavebeenadopted 
by communities. 

'The number increases 
Continued on page 37 

N t w a r A r c i i 

Equal access: A tall order 
By Hal Phillips 

Equal access and fair hir-
ingpracticesforthe disabled 
used to be goals; now they're 
the law of the land. 

With regard to accessibil-
ity for handicapped citizens, 
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) took ef-
fect in February, 1992. Come 
July 26 of this year, golf clubs 
with more than 24 employ-
ees will be subject to the 
ADA's employment provi-
sions. 

While tax-paying clubs 
with 15 to 24 employees 
needn't comply for another 
two years, golfing establish-
ments nationwide — tax-
paying or not, public or pri-
vate — should study the 
ADA provisions. The law will 

Continued on page 33 

Emerald Dunes: Voted best new public course. 
The envelopes please... 

Architects, builders vote on 
the nation's top new courses 
By Mark Leslie D i a m o n d s . Emeralds. Golf course architect Tom 

Fazio must be into gems. Two of his Florida 
jewels — Black Diamond in Lecanto and Em-
erald Dunes in West Palm Beach—have been 

selected by course architects and builders as the best 
private and public golf courses, respectively, to open in the 
last five years. 

Fazio, who designed three of the top six private courses 
and two of the best seven public layouts, attributed the 
achievement to excellent sites and developers. 

"It's the people involved that make a project happen," he 
said. "I've got a story for every course I've done. There's a 

Continued on page 6 



W H Y H E A T Y O U R G R E E N S ? 

W H Y C O O L Y O U R G R E E N S ? 

We know why and we can tell you how. 

Call about TURFTEMP™ today! 

BioTherm 800-GET-HEAT PO Box 750967, Petaluma, CA 94975 
•CIRCLE #166 

Fleet Car Storage 
LOW PROFILE*DRIVE THROUGH DESIGN 

MODULAR, FREESTANDING, EXPANDABLE, & FAST. CALL FOR IMMEDIATE QUOTE 

100 WEST ASHE STREET, JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 37601 (615)926-1470 

CIRCLE #168 

M O T O R O L A 
R a d i u y 

P O R T A B L E 
R A D I O S 

• Free 2 week trial 
• Radios start at* $99 
• Up to a 3 year warranty 

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

RBŒCCM 
1-800-527-1610 

'OTHER BRANDS AVAILABLE 

CIRCLE #170 

The LITE 
Range Picker 
(SGD) P.O. BOX8410 

AKRON, OHIO 44320 

Now SGD Company is pleased to offer the 
Range Boss'" line of LITE Pickers. From the 
husky tubular steel frames to the reinforced 
picker discs. The Range Boss"" is tough yet 
lite weight. Whether you need an EZ hand 
push single gang for hard to reach and light 
traffic areas, the three gang for medium traffic 
ranges, the five gang picker or seven gang 
picker for high customer count ranges. Choose 
the correct size then order Range Boss. 
W r i t e o r ca l l T o l l F r e e f o r y o u r p e r s o n a l 
c a t a l o g u e t o d a y . 

TOLL FREE: 800-321-3411 (216)239-2828 
FAX: (216)239-2668 

• CIRCLE #172 • 

M a c C u r r a c h 

Construction Inc. 
Renovation Specialist 

FROM SELECT RENOVATION 
TO COMPLETE RECONSTRUCTION. 
'Call Us With Your Committee Wish List 

Contact: 
Allan MacCurrach, III 
904-646-1581 

11231 Portside Dr. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 32225 
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CIRCLE #167 

Get Out T h e Nuts , the pine cones & the 
rocks with the SAND TRAP 
RENOVATOR. Made of a 
sturdy frame covered with a 
mesh cage, it cleans up the 
act. 

Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for 
INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS 

From 
Jooster oftfießnk 

2835 S. State St., Lockport, IL 60441 
(815) 723-4444 • Fax (815) 723-4485 

CIRCLE #169 

The NOVÀTBE rs a combination of specially 
manufactured synthetic grass of commer-
cial quality. Its patented design, featuring 
top dressing imbedded between the 
fibers, allows golfers to tee up just 
like on natural grass. 

NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION The NOVATEE is the state-of-the-art 
synthetic tee surface for all courses & driving ranges. 

Dealer inquiries requested. PO/CP 533 CSt-
Montrecil, RQ„ Can. H4V 2Z1 

% n f e n n i C ö m c t^^4^9927 
CIRCLE #171 

Glued-Laminated 
WOOD STRUCTURES 

Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in US« 
• Complete Prefabricated Packages • Ready for Fast Erection 
* Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S. • Custom Design Engineering 

UNIT STRUCTURES, INC. call 
P.O. BOX A MORR1SV1LLE, N.C. 27560 1-800-777-UNIT 

Designers of "User Friendly" Golf Courses 

• G O L F C O U R S E DESIGN 
• LANDPLANNING 
• ENGINEERING 
• LANDSCAPE A R C H I T E C T U R E 

15150 Preston Road, Ste. 300, Dallas, TX 75248 
(214) 490-0626 • Fax (214) 386-5731 

Bob Walker 

Homestead approval 
Continued from page 1 

according to course architect Bob Walker. 
But Kuras and Walker are confident the 
course will eventually be built. 

"This project has met every standard of law. It 
has earned the support of the community. And, 
we look forward to proceeding," Kuras said. 

Michigan is the only state that issues fed-
eral wetlands permits because its laws are 
stricter than federal regulations. Other states 

rely on the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Opponents argue the 
EPA caved in to lobby-
ing by Gov. Engler, who 
headed President 
Bush's 1988 Michigan 
campaign. They also 
believe the federal 
agency acted illegally in 

approving the project and that authority to issue 
the permit now rests with the Army Corps. 

The controversy has left some wondering 
whether Michigan can responsibly continue 
to administer those laws. 

"Now there will be speculation whether 
developers can justrun wild,"saidJackBerry, 
golf writer with The Detroit News. "None of 
the other courses in Michigan have riled 
things up to this extent." 

But the national EPA office was satisfied. 
"The record establishes that the state has M y 

considered the relevant information and has 
determined that this project will not degrade 
water quality or aquatic resources," EPA Assis-
tant Administrator Lajuanna Wilshire said. 

A top architect said state and federal regu-
lators have turned a colder shoulder toward 
Michigan golf development since the 
Homestead debate began. 

"Restrictions have been getting tighter be-
cause they are more guarded than they used to 
be," saidLansing-basedarchitectJerry Matthews, 
vice president of the American Society of Golf 
Course Architects. 'They fear the Homestead 
projectmighttake wetlands regulation out of the 
state's hands...The DNR is talking about tight-
ening up on golf courses." 

"Incidents like this are likely to happen 
again. It has made developers more aware of 
the time and effort they are likely to put in on 
a project," added Jeff Rivard, executive direc-
tor of the Golf Association of Michigan, rep-
resenting 200 courses and 50,000 members. 

Walker conceded some antagonism may re-
main and could make it tougher for a few archi-
tects and developers to get projects approved. 

"But it will help many other people who 
have found it difficult to get good projects 
going," he said. "It will make it easier because 
this project was approved from a scientific 
standpoint. It shows there is no environmen-
tal damage from golf courses." 

Walkersaidslightmodificationsmovingholes 
away from more sensitive areas of the Crystal 
River were made during the design phase. Just 
3 l/2ofthe87acresofwetlandwillrequirefilling, 
he said. Opponents claim the project will affect 
closer to two dozen wetland acres. 

"It was no longer an environmental issue. 
It was a political issue. The 10,000 cubic 
yards it will take to fill the wetlands is a very 
minute amount," Walker said. 

The need for teamwork among developer, 
architect and regulatory agencies was the 
main lesson Walker said he took away from 
the Homestead experience. 

"In retrospect, there isn't a single thing we 
could have done differently," Walker said. 
"Bob (Kuras) has been through the ringer 
with this. But he never gave up. Someone has 
to pave the way and he did it." 

Matthews agreed. 
"If it hadn't been Bob Kuras, it would have 

been someone else," he said. 




