Briefs

LAKE CITY CC PLANS CO-OP

Lake City Community College would like
to hear from courses interested in being
summer co-operative training sites next
summer.

All programs in golf course operations,
landscape technology, and turf equipment
management require co-op.

The school is looking for quality sites that
will provide meaningful training for the stu-
dents.

They are asked to notify the school im-
mediately of how many golf course, land-
scape, and/or golf mechanic students their
sites could effectively handle.

The students will be making the employer
contacts for site selection.

More than 20 golf course mechanics will
be available for employment starting in
May.

People should contact John R. Piersol,
chairman; Division of Golf Course Opera-
tions; Landscape Operations; Lake City
Community College; Rt. 3, Box 7; Lake
City, Fla. 32055.

USGA ADDS WESTERN AGRONOMIST

Patrick Gross has joined the U.S. Golf
Association Green Section as an agronomist
in its Western Region office.

Gross, head superintendent at Industry
(Calif.) Hills Golf Course’s Eisenhower
Course the past three years, will work with
Western Region Director Larry Gilhuly and
agronomist Paul Vermeulen outofthe Pebble
Beach, Calif. office.

Gross will make Turf Advisory Service
visits in California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah,
Oregon, Washington and Idaho.

“With the growth in that area of the coun-
try, we decided we needed a third person for
thatoffice,” said USGA Green Section National
Director Jim Snow.

Gross was also superintendent at Shandin
Hills Golf Course in San Bernadino and as-
sistant superintendent at Hacienda Golf Club
in La Habra Heights.

He has a bachelor’s degree in ornamental
horticulture from California State Polytechnic
University.

INDEPENDENT STUDIES SOUGHT

Golf Course News is calling for leads on turf
runoff research that has been done or is
planned at golf courses.

In order to add substance and bulk to the
body of scientific knowledge, we are asking
superintendents and others to let us know
about any research they know about.

Please contact Stuart Cohen at Environ-
mental & Turf Services, Inc., 11141 Georgia
Ave., Suite 208, Wheaton, Md. 20902.

Cohen will follow up any lead and compile
the results to be summarized in a report for
the industry.

Cohen said he has discovered instances of
isolated, limited studies of golf course runoff
or leaching. Usually, those studies are never
publicly released, he said.
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TPC at Sawgrass wins players’ vote

By Vern Putney

hristmas cameafewhoursearly

for Fred Klauk, superintendent

at Sawgrass’ TPC Stadium

Course in Ponte Vedra, Fla., an
apprehensive stop on the PGA Tour late last
March.

Tour pros, extremely critical in 1990 of the
layout’s somewhat ragged appearance, in
December voted it the best conditioned re-
sort course on the 1991 tour schedule.

News of this turnabout, relayed to Klauk at
a TPC Christmas party at nearby Marsh
Landing Country Club, was cause for further
celebration, and stamped Klauk, his staffand
TPC as the comeback story of the year.

First to learn of the glad tidings were
Klauk'swife, Peggy,and PGA Commissioner
Deane Beman, an annual holiday attendee.
Beman shared Klauk’s elation. He had
huddled with Klauk to discuss redemption

Best golf course architect: Story, page 27
Best golf course builder: Story, page 27
Best resort developer. Story, page 45

and regained reputation soon after that bleak
1990 period when Sawgrass was torn apart
verbally by the players and flayed in the
press.

Hard asit was notto share such good news,
Klauk held offannouncement until Sawgrass’
“family” gathering the next day.

The balloting by mail and phone was dra-
matic. With five minutes to deadline in the
voting, Larry Mize had moved Callaway
Gardens Country Club of Pine Mountain,
Ga., into a tie.

Then came a call from Wayne Levi of New
Hartford, N.Y., 1990 PGA Tour Player of the
Year. “Sawgrass,” he said emphatically. “It
was in perfect shape, from tees through fair-

ways through greens.

“The practice area was immaculate, the
practice tees better than many tour fairways.”

Levi did not play Callaway Gardens be-
cause of Ryder Cup conflict.

Early poll results showed well-scattered
course support, but it finally came down to a
two-course race.

Doral Country Club, in Miami; TPC of
Scottsdale in Phoenix, Ariz., TPC at Las
Colinas in Irving, Texas, and TPC at The
Woodlandsin Woodlands, Tex., shared third
place in the voting.

Other coursesfavored were Harbour Town
Golf Links in Hilton Head Island, S.C.,
Kingsmills Golf Club, Williamsburg, Va.;
Innisbrook Resort, Tarpon Springs, Fla., and
TPC at Star Pass, Tucson, Ariz.

Klauk and his crew of 52 forged perhaps
the biggest turnaround in tour history.

Continved on page 43

Views are magnificent,
but the challenge most
difficult for the mainte-
nance crew at the Resort
at Squaw Creek in
Olympic Valley, Calif:

Squaw Creek living

By Doug Saunders

The first hints of winter have hit the High
Sierra. For Carl Rygg, head superintendent of
the Resortat Squaw Creek, the time has come
to put his game plan into motion.

The challenge for Rygg is unique in golf
course maintenance. He must develop a sys-
tematic plan to protect the grasses of this new
course from the ravages of the difficult winter
weather at this mountain setting. His task is
even more difficult because he must develop
a system that won’t have the normal tools ata
superintendent’s disposal-fungicides and
herbicides.

The Resort at Squaw Creek is a Robert
Trent Jones Jr.-designed course that opened
last September in Olympic Valley, Calif. Lo-
cated at 6,200 feet at the base of Squaw Valley
USA, the site ofthe 1960 Winter Olympics, the
18-hole layout winds up onto tree-lined
mountainsides and flows out onto an Alpine
meadow that contains many acres of fragile
wetlands.

Thevalleyreceives anaverage of 300inches
of snowayear and from September until early
June can see everything from monsoonal rains
to the heaviest snowstorms imaginable.

In securing permits to build the course, the
developers, Perini Land and Development,
went through countless hearings over seven
years.

Permits needed to be secured from two
local boards, one regional board, and the

Army Corps of Engineers. The persistent
concern at every stage was the effect of any
runoff of nutrients and pesticides into the
creek that flowed through the proposed
course site.

The Sierra Club filed suit over the validity
of the Cape Cod Study findings as they per-
tained to a mountain environment, and ob-
tained the stipulation that a complete simu-
lation for that study be performed on the site.
The developers had this done over three
years at a cost of $500,000.

After 27 plan changes and numerous hear-
ings, final approval was obtained in 1988. But
the restrictions imposed made the Resort at
Squaw Creek animmense maintenance chal-
lenge.

“The final approvals by the planning com-
mission set up a Chemical Application Man-
agement Plan (CHAMP) that explicitly con-
trols all phases of golf course maintenance,”
Rygg said. “Theirintention was to put specific
controls upon the course that would protect
the creek and not adversely affect the natural
aquifer of the meadow.”

But in its hopes to be thorough, the board
obtained input from one source on what it
would take to maintain a course with mini-
mum chemical use in a mountain environ-
ment. The suggestions of this one source
became the rules for the Resort at Squaw
Creek.

Every phase of maintenance, from types of

.

under no-chem rules

fertilizers to the weekly water used, has been
spelled out and must be adhered to at all
times. This makes for a very restrictive pro-
gram under which Rygg mustwork. The use
of herbicides is limited to only Roundup, but
this nonspecific herbicide is virtually useless
in developing a championship quality golf
course, Rygg said.

“The CHAMP program — which is 12
volumes in length and contains five chapters
of specific stipulations — also allows me to
use MCPP-2,4-D but only after I have tried
every feasible method of weed eradication I
can,” Rygg said. “I plan to use a large labor
force to hand-pick weeds. Butif have a force
of 25workersand aweed problem continues,
I must hire more workers in an attempt to
eradicate it. The cost of such programs is not
of concern, as is pointed out in the CHAMP.

“Itis only at the time that a weed problem
becomes bad enough to affect the interest of
the paying customer to play, and it can be
shown that severe economic hardship to the
golf course operators has occurred, and I
have done everything possible manually,
that I could go back to the review board to
obtain permission to use Weed Be Gone.”

The CHAMP also names specific brands
of products that may be used for fertilizers,
herbicides and fungicides. This takes away
the option of shopping for the most economi-
cal product, again making normal mainte-

Continued on page 25
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