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An electronic matchmaker is born
for golf developers, financiers

An electronic dating service for
golf and recreation entrepreneurs
seeking investors has been devel-
oped by Forecast Golf Marketing &
Financial Systems, Inc. of Rich-
mond, VA.

The new Golf & Recreation In-
vestment Program (GRIP) is an
electronic matching service be-
tween the golf/recreation industry
and investors. Investors submit
profiles detailing the kind of ven-
tures they're interested in, and en-
trepreneurs submit profiles detail-
ing their proposals.

GRIP records the information in
a computer and matches the ven-
ture with investors. Both entrepre-

California county
deciding whether

golf courses are
open spaces

STOCKTON, Calif— County
supervisors in Stockton are con-
sidering whether to define golf
coursesasopen space, land keptin
its natural state or land that isa
wildlife habitat.

If supervisors consider golf
courses as open space, developers
could be eligible for the same tax
break now available to farms un-
der the Williamson Act, a Califor-
nia state law that grants landown-
erslower property tax rates for not
developing their land.

Environmentalists contend that
the Wiliamson Act was developed
to save farmland and open space,
not give golf course developers a
break.

“This proposed amendment
would allow areas no more appro-
priate than my front yard for wild-
life habitat,” said Steve Stocking, a
biologist at Delta College and rep-
resentative of the Sierra Club.

The golf course discussed at the
Buckeye Ranch project would be
part ofa development proposed by
Catwil Corp.

The company wanted toinclude
a70-acre private golfcourse and 26
luxury homes on an 870-acre par-
cel of land now under the
Williamson Act contract. The rest
of the acreage would include a na-
ture preserve.

The project is located along the
Mokelumne River in the Brovelli
Woods area, one of the few prime
riparian forest still standing in
California.

Tom Zuckerman, director of
Catwil Corp., said keeping the
proposed golf course and wildlife
preserve underthe Williamson Act
would help ensure the land won’t
be further developed in the future.
Wildlife would be able to live on
the golf course.

A Williamson Act contract last
10yearsandisself-renewing unless
a landowner files for cancellation,
whereupon the owner pays 12.5%
of the property’s market value to
the state.
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neurand investor pay a subscription
fee to GRIP.

GRIP doesn’t evaluate or endorse
the caliber of any investment oppor-
tunity presented through its service
or provide investment counseling.
Both the investor and entrepreneur
remainanonymous until an investor
wants to pursue a deal.

If the investor isn't interested in a
particular deal, his comments are
conveyed to the entrepreneur by

GRIPso that thereisan opportunity
to revise and improve the funding
proposal.

GRIP project member James
Murphy calls GRIP “an elegant so-
lution for the golf industry at a time
when conventional financing
sources are drying up.”

GRIP Services Group is located
at 3312-B Old Courthouse Road,
Richmond, Va. 23236; telephone
804-276-5280.

Development, championship
course OK’d in Minnesota

LAKEVILLEe, Minn—The city
council recently approved a devel-
opment of homes and a 109-acre,
18-hole championship course at
Crystal Lake Golf Estates. Con-
struction on the $4.6 million golf
course is expected to begin in the
spring, with golfers teeing off in
1993.

Preliminary plans call for 267
homes in the subdivision. Twenty
two acres of a 55-acre wetland near

the site will be preserved as part of
the golf course, and other parts will
be restored to wet prairie, with wild
flowers and fauna replanted. The
golfcourse alsoreducesapattern of
dense housing development in the
area, and has received strong sup-
port from area residents.

Minnesota is considered one of
the top golf participation states in
the country, with 21% of residents
calling themselves golfers.

Call today for your
free VT Brochure.
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““Watertronics provided a high
quality, reliable pumping source,..”
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Sincerely,
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Chris L. Hague, CGCS

“Thank you for the
outstanding design,
service and operational

ease of my Watertronics
Vertical Turbine (VT) Pumping
Station.

“After a full season of operation | can
truthfully say that Watertronics has

met my expectations of what a system
can do. | now view Watertronics as one
of the leaders in the irrigation pumping

“The help and technical guidance | received was
first rate, correct and understandable. We were in

full operation within 90 days, which says a lot for
your attention to detail, scheduling and company

“I've had previous experience with hydraulic regulating
valves and seemed to have continual problems with them.
Since changing to Watertronics’ Programmable Logic
Pumping System with Electrically Actuated Butterfly Valves,
these difficulties have been virtually eliminated.

“The bottom line is that Watertronics provided me with a
high quality, reliable pumping source capable of keeping

my flow and pressure right where they should be. This has
meant more uniform sprinkler coverage and better playing
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