NEWS

Expansions, renovations being undertaken in lllinois

Numerous plans are on drawing
boardsthroughoutIllinois ascourse
owners discuss expansions and
renovations.

A plan to add nine holes to Rend
Lake Golf Course, near Benton, will
bring the course up to the originally
planned 27 holes. Only 18 were built
when architect Lawrence Packard
of Chicago designed the course. He
will be consulted on the feasibility
of expansion.

Theproject, estimated at between
$600,000 and $1.5 million, might be
financed by grants, noted the Con-
servancy District board. Lack of
nearby lodging has hindered
growth around the course, and the
board is considering building cab-
ins for rent.

COLLINSVILLE AND COAL VALLEY

In Collinsville, initial plans are
underway on a proposed 18-hole
course on the city’s east side. The
City Council voted to discuss with
landowners and developers the
feasibility of the project after hear-
ing that the golf course in Brooklyn
Park, a suburb of Minneapolis,
brought the city $75,000 profitin its
first year of operation.

Goforth Corp. of Chicago is in-
terested in building a public 18-hole
course and related developments
in Coal Valley. PGA Pro Hale Irwin
may be involved in the project. Coal
Valley is home to the Oakwood
County Club, which sponsors the
Hardee's Golf Classic PGA tourna-
ment each year.

The tiny village of Wauconda in
Lake County is faced with a prece-
dent-setting 840-unit development,
complete with an 18-hole golf
course, on 440 acres of the Roney
Farm.

Wauconda’s plan commission
members were looking at the de-
velopment plans prior to any deci-
sion. A consultant hired to look out
for village interests noted that the
development would be precedent-
setting for the Wauconda area.

He said: “The village of
Waucondaisunusualwhenyoulook
at it in the context of Lake County.
The county has been rapidly ur-
banizing. Wauconda has not expe-
rienced agreatdeal of growth. Most
of Wauconda has seen develop-
ments of small magnitude.”

REFERENDUM UPCOMING

In Carol Stream, residents will
vote in March on a referendum to
build a nine-hole, 114-acre public
golf course complex.

The complex would include a
lighted driving range, three multi-
use athletic fields, baseball dia-
monds, tennis courts, a clubhouse
and winter ice skating and cross-
country skiing.

It would cost about $5 million to
build, not including the cost of the
land. Witha course fee forone round
of golf at about $7.50, and other use
fees, the complex could become
self-supporting and turn a small
profit within five years.

If residents approve the referen-
dum, owners of $100,000 homes
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would see an annual tax increase of
about $40 to help retire the debt.

PARK DISTRICT MAY BUY IN

The Oswegoland Park District
may become co-ownersofan Aurora
golfcourse, the Orchard Valley Golf
Course. The $7-million, 18-hole
course is scheduled to open in July
of 1993.

Oswegoland Park District al-
ready co-owns Fox Bend Golf
Course with the Fox Valley Park
District, which would become co-
owners of Orchard Valley. Co-

ownership allows golfersresiding
in the districts to play at the
courses at resident rates, and al-
lows both districts to maximize
staff and equipment and share in
bulk purchases.

Existing profits from Fox Bend
could be the Oswegoland Park
District’s main source of funding to
make payments on the Orchard
Valley contract.

LOCKPORT VOTE POSSIBLE
Lockport Township in Will
County is putting a public 18hole

or 27-hole golf course construction
tothe votersona November ballots
if proponents can drum up enough
support.

The course, estimated at S5 mil-
lion, would be built on 237 acres
owned by the Illinois Department
of Correctionsimmediately outside
the Crest Hill prison. The land
would have to be purchased by the
Park District.

In 1990, voters rejected a district
plan to sell $6 million in bonds to
build a course and recreation cen-
ter and improve the existing

Dellwood Park.

Lack of financing has delayed a
1,500-unit project to be built around
three nine-hole courses outside
Lockport.

The Broken Arrow projectneeds
$8.5 million for sewer lines, roads
and otherimprovements. Robin Hill
Development Co., based in
Wheaton, specialize$ in golf course
communities.

It has already acquired or pur-
chased options on the 575-acre site
for Broken Arrow, and won annex-
ation and zoning approval.
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Our Long Line of Options
Proves the Point,

The new DGA 30-06 is the latest
aeration advancement from Ryan.
It's another in the continual evolution

of our product line...an evolution
that results in the perfect
option to meet your specific
aeration needs.

For deep greens aeration, nothing
out performs the DGA 30-06. It pene-
trates up to 6 inches. Variable hole
spacing and adjustable depths allow
you to tailor its production to match
your soil requirements. And the time-
saving operation of a riding aerator
simply can’t be beat.

Like all Ryan aerators, the DGA
30-06 gets to the core of compaction
problems while minimizing disruption
of the surface.
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