
Better specific and in-depth evaluations needed in national tests 
By K E V I N M O R R I S 

The National Turfgrass Evaluation Pro-
gram (NTEP), a cooperative program be-
tween the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) in Beltsville, Md., and the National 
Turfgrass Federation, Inc., was initiated in 
1980 to evaluate turfgrass varieties and ex-
perimental selections in different locations 
and under various management situations 
throughout the United States and somewhat 
in Canada. 

Since that first test of Kentucky bluegrass 
in 1980, almost all the major turfgrass species 
have been tested or are currently being 
tested. At present more than 550 cultivators 

and experimental se-
lections are included in 
12 separate NTEPtests 
at anywhere from 15 to 
50 locations nation-
wide. 

These tests are con-
ducted mainly at uni-
versity sites by univer-
sity turfgrass scientists 

using a standard format for data collection 
and submission. Data is summarized annu-
ally and released as public information. Inter-
pretation of the data is left to turfgrass scien-
tist, extension personnel, seed companies 

and consumers. 
Many of the turfgrass species have 

benefitted from these nationwide evaluations. 
Perennial ryegrass probably has been im-
proved more over the last decade than any 
other grass used in the United States. Saturn 
perennial ryegrass, ranked number one for 
turfgrass quality in testing from 1987-1990, 

Continued on page 24 

Kevin Morris is director of the National 
Turfgrass Evaluation Program, sponsored 
by the National Turfgrass Federation, Inc. 
and the U. S. Department of Agriculture and 
headquartered in Beltsville, Md. 

Best Sand employee 
Neil dies from 
motorcycle crash 

CHARDON, Ohio — John Neil, a 
12-year employee of Best Sand 
Corp., died as a result of injuries 
suffered in a motorcycle accident 
June 17. 

Neil, 29, was a sales representa-
tive for the company and worked 
primarily with the golf course and 
foundry industries. 

Daughter Kallie, his parents, 
grandparents and two sisters sur-
vive. 
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Serving the nation for over 30 years 
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THE GLEANER: a core plug pusher 
SAVES TIME, LABOR & MONEY! 

MODEL JP 

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S 

1. Two section blade will tollow 
the contour of any golf green or tee. 

2. Three-inch foot pad coming off 
blade helps catch and push plugs off 
greens and tees. 

3. Unit will not damage green 
because of articulation of blades 
and foot pad area on bottom. 

4. Blade width is 72 inches. 

5. All heavy gauge metal. 

6. Weight is 70 pounds. 

1. Go from a 4-man to a 2-man operation; 
one riding the mower with the plug-pusher, 
the other picking up plugs IN HALF THE TIME! 

2. Easy to mount and dismount from your greensmower. 

3. Buy one and keep it 'til you retire. 

4. Savings in time and labor will pay for your 
new plug pusher WITH ONE AERATION! 

* You can remove the plugs from a 7,500 sq. ft. 
green in about 20 minutes. 

* There is no other product on the market 
that can remove the plugs from the green 
quicker and cleaner than THE GLEANER 
core-plug pusher. 

* There is no cheaper product in the industry 
to remove your plugs from the green or tees. 
One use and it pays for itself! 

* Other core-plug removal equipment might take 
two hours to install. 
Model TP installs in five minutes. 

* If your mower breaks down, it only takes 5-7 
minutes to be up and mowing again with your 
backup greensmower! 

MODEL TP 

CALL YOUR LOCAL 
TORO DISTRIBUTOR 

T O D A Y 

PHONE OR CONTACT 
B.H. SALES 
P.O. BOX 3467 

SANTA ROSA, CA 95402 
(707) 823-2107 

The 
SYSTEMIC 
BARRIER 

for 
Diseases 

SysTec 1998™ is a broad spectrum 
highly systemic fungicide for turf and 
ornamental disease control. Used in 
accordance with label directions, 
Dollar Spot, Large Brown Patch, 
Anthracnose, Fusarium Blight, Copper 
Spot, Stripe Smut and many other 
diseases are both cured and 
prevented. 

As the fungi germ tube penetrates 
treated plants, SysTec 1998™ takes 
effect through systemic action. No 
other fungicide is more effective. And 
no other fungicide is more cost eff-
ective. 

SysTec 1998™ Systemic 
Technology for turf and 

ornamental diseases 

Regal Chemical Company 
P.O. BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239 

PHONE 404-475-4837 / 800-621 -5208 
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