
Sow them late and reap the benefits early 
Mainesuperintendentfindsthat 
dormant-seeded bentgrass 
sprouts earlier and stronger 
By Peter Blais 

He thought it was ridiculous. But the bank 
insisted. Seed thelastfourholesbeforewinteror 
no more construction money. 

Falmouth (Maine) Country Club superinten-
dent Kevin Ross had lived in the Pine Tree State 
agood portion of his life and knew temperatures 
in early November were too cold for bentgrass 
seeds to germinate. He had never tried dormant 
seeding (seeding when soil temperatures are 
too cold for germination) and didn't know if the 
seedswouldsurvivetheSouthernMainewinter. 

But the bank was calling the shots and the 
new course needed the cash if it wanted to stay 
on schedule. Grudgingly, Ross planted the re-
maining holes. 

The results were dramatic. The dormant-
seededholesgerminatedvery early in thespring 
ofl988andafinestandofturfresulted.Soonthey 
were in better shape than the holes seeded early 
enough for M germination. In feet, much of the 
seed that germinated the previous M didn't 
survive the winter. 

"I was against the original dormant seeding," 
recalled Ross, pointing at a plug of dormant-
seeded turf with inch-long roots on a recent late-
April morning." I was amazed when we had 
grass coming up in early April. You usually can't 

Falmouth Country Club superintendent Kevin Ross (left) displays a section of the club's driving range that was dormant-seeded with bentgrass. A close-up view of 
the healthy turf in a tee area is highlighted (right). Ross believes dormant-seeded turf areas come up earlier and healthier than areas planted in early autumn. 

get grass to germinate around here until the 
middle of May." 

Ross was so taken with the results he tried 
it elsewhere. That fall his crew aerified and 
dormant-seeded some weaker fairways. They 
also dormant-seeded divots on tees and a 
driving range target green. The results were 
the same. 

"While some fellow superintendents were re-
seeding winter-damaged greens with bentgrass 
and getting poor germination results, I was 
noticing excellent germination in our 

Full Serve or 
Self Serve? 

If you're thinking about installing or redoing a cart path system 
on your course, with SOUTHERN CONCRETE PAVERS 

you have two options... 

Full Serve 
We bring our patented PATHPAVER™ 
and experienced crew to your course 
to install a complete cart path system, 
usually in less than 30 days! 

Self Serve 
Purchase our machine, and we'll train 
you to do it yourself. 

Rental and leasing programs also 
available. 

Call for free estimate 

Southern Concrete 
Pavers, Inc. 

800-833-3014 FL; 800-368-7890 CA 

experimantal areas. These results were noticed 
from early- to mid-April, with soil temperatures 
of only 40 to 45 degrees," Ross wrote for Seed 
Research of Oregon for which he is an advisory 
committee member. 

Bentgrass generally germinates when tem-
peratures reach about 55 degrees, "or at least 
thafs what they teach you in turf school," he 
added. 

In the fall of 1989, Ross' crew groove seeded 
a practice range tee in two directions. Germina-
tion occurred in soil temperatures between 38 
and 43 degrees. 

'The dormant-seeded areas were mowable 
before before I had germination from spring 
seeding on some winter-damaged greens," he 
wrote. 

Ross now routinely dormant seeds greens, 
tee divots and trouble spots on fairways as an 

insurance policy againstwinterdamage.Tohelp 
the process, he fertilizes the areas with a slow-
release fertilizer. He minimizes erosion of newly 
seeded areas with mulch, turf covers or erosion 
blankets. Turf covers are moved from greens to 
other dormant-seeded areas as soon as possible 
in the spring. Time permitting, he treats the 
areas withaqmck-releasefertilizerinearly spring. 

The $5,000 annual price tag for seed, materi-
alsandlaborisasmallpricetopayforhealthyturf 
thatcomesupfourto six weeks early, particularly 
in an area with a short growing season, Ross 
said. 

Dormant seeding could also prove useful on 
coursesconvertingfromPoaannuatobentgrass, 
Ross said. This could be accomplished in two 
ways. 

Continued on page 35 
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Birds or Animals a PROBLEM?? 
Scare them away with 

SHELLCRACKERS® 
a Pest Control Device 

that safely disrupts eating & nesting habits. 
For more information call or write: 

JPF Distributors 
9 Union Square, Suite 184 N 

Southbury, Connecticut 06488 
800-582-8843 203-262-1463 

CALENDAR 

Continued from page 44 

9-12 — Ohio Turfgrass Conference and Trade 
Show in Cincinnati. Contact Ohio Turfgrass 
Foundation at 614-292-2601. 

10-12 — 22nd Annual Georgia Turjgrass 
Conference & Trade Show in Atlanta. Contact912-
681-5189. 
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Pennsylvania Grown PENNCROSS 

BIN TGMSS SOD 
CALL 800-USA-TURF (872-8873) or 717-898-5000 

SOD 
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Golf course design. 

M I K E 
Y O U N G 
D E S I G N S 

3 North Main Street • P.O. Box 289 • Watkinsville, GA 30677 
Phone: (404) 769-7415 • FAX: (404) 769-8538 
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Timber Bridges 
by Western Wood Structures, Inc. 
Call Chuck Schmokel - 503/692-6900 

1-800-482-4004 

The NOVATEE is a combination of specially 
manufactured synttietic grass of commer-
cial quality. Its patented design, featuring 
top dressing imbedded between the 
fibers, allows golfers to tee up just 
like on natural grass. NGF^f 

NATIONAL OOLF FOUNDATION The NOVATEE is the state-of-the-art 
synthetic tee surface for ail courses & driving ranges. 

Dealer inquiries requested. PO/CP 533 CSI 
Montreal, RQ., Can. H4V 2Z1 SyrifenniGo Inc. Fax 514/486-9927 
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Keep Your Divot Seed Mixture 
Where It Is Used... 
... in Divot Seed & Soil tee 
buckets next to the tee markers. 
Available in Cedar or Redwood 
slats and with companion 
Trash'M debris buckets. 

Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for 
INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS 
From 

faster of tfizßnh 
2807 Lockport Rd., Lockport, IL 60441 

(815)723-4444 • Fax (815)723-4485 
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ACCU-GAGE® 

I j f Available In 15", 
J 18" and 24" bars. 

Accu-gage® is a precision 
measuring instrument for 
making highly accurate 
height-of-cut adjustments on 
greensmowers or other 
precision mowers. 

I j f Available In 15", 
J 18" and 24" bars. 

GROOMER-GAGE® 
G r o o m e r - g a g e ® is a p re-
cision measuring instrument 
for accurately setting the 
desired grooming depth of 
groomer or verticutter units. 

For more information on this and other precision tools call Toll Free: 
1 -800-253-2112 or 313-429-9571 FAX: 313-429-3985 

PRECISION TOOL PRODUCTS CO. 7836 Bethel Church Rd. • Saline, Ml 48176 
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FIX YOUR DRY SPOTS 

This Handi Airifier™ 
has seven 1/2" tines 
and attaches to your 
old cup cutter. 

800-456-4351 

Miltona Turf Products 
P.O. BOX 164 • MILTONA, MINNESOTA 56354 

19 9 2 
J a n u a r y 

7-8— Wisconsin TurjgrassAssociation Winter 
Conference in Oconomowoc. Contact Wayne Otto 
at 414-242-0142. 

9-10 — New Hampshire Turf Conference in 
Manchester. 

12-16— Club Managers Association of America 
Annual Conference and Exposition in San Diego, 
Calif. Contact 703-739-9500. 

13-16-32nd Va. Turf & Landscape Conference 
& Trade Show in Richmond. Contact Randeen 
Tharp at 804340-3473. 

14-Landscape and Nursery Expo in Sacra-
mento. ContactKennyKakutaniat916442-4470. 

16-18- Mid-Am Trade Show in Chicago. Con-
tact 708-526-3993. 

19-21 —New York State Arborists Assn. Em-
pire State Tree Conference in Albany. Contact 518-
783-1322. 

20-22 - 62nd Annual Michigan Turjgrass 
Conference in Lansing. Contact Mike Saffel at 
517-353-9022. 

F e b r u a r y 
10-17 - GCSAA Annual Conference & Show in 

New Orleans * 
24-27—American Seed Trade Assn. Manage-

ment Academy in Westlxifayette, Ind. Contact317-
4944247. 

* — For more information or to register, 
contact Betsy Evans, education coordinator, 
Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America, at 800472-7878 or 913-841-2240. The 
seminars are dependent upon the availability of 
the instructors, and are therefore subject to 
change. One-day seminars cost$100for GCSAA 
members and $120 for non-members; two-day 
seminars cost $180 for members and $210 for 
non-members. 

Dormant seeding 
Continued from page 46 

Poa with bentgrass in late summer (when 
Poa is at its strongest stage) to achieve a 
greater bentgrass population, Ross suggests 
waiting until late fall and dormant seeding. 
The dormant-seeded bentgrass should 
germinate in earlyspring when Poa is at its 
weakest stage. 

Second, using Round Up before the Poa goes 
dormant, followed by dormant seeding of 
bentgrass, can help the bentgrass population. 

"I'd try experimenting with a conversion 
program on a few par-3 fairways first to see how 
it works," Ross advised. "Bentgrass can get the 
best of Poa in the spring when Poa is basically 
just lying there." 

The best time to dormant seed varies with the 
region, Ross said. In Southern Maine, Nov. 8-12 
works best Later seeding resulted in later ger-
mination come spring. 

Rossisn'tcertainwhydormantseedingworks. 
He theorizes that the first two steps in the 
germination process—water absorption by the 
seed followed by the swelling that initiates bio-
chemical and morphological events — are ac-
complished in the fall and early winter. The 
primed seed then freezes with the enzyme and 
carbohydrate processes that occur during ac-
tual germination going dormant Come spring, 
the partially germinated seed has a three-to five-
week jump on spring-planted seeds. 




