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N.Y. AG attacks industry’s chemical use

By Peter Blais

The Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America has labeled as
“unsupported by fact, inaccurate and
misleading” a report that golf course
pesticides are jeopardizing ground wa-
ter on New York’s Long Island.

But state Attorney General Robert
Abrams’ office stands by his office’s
report.

Spokeswoman Leslie Gersing said
the study is not meant as an attack on

GCSAA starts
development
depariment

By Peter Blais

Funding new research and
scholarship programs will be
thefocus ofanewdepartment
created by the Golf Course
Superintendents Association
of America.

Director of Communica-
tions Pat Jones has been ap-
pointed director of develop-
ment for the department,
which will attempt to raise $1
million to permanently capi-
talize the association’s schol-
arship programs and addi-
tional funds to finance
research projects comple-
menting the U.S. Golf

Continued on page 42

the golf industry. Instead it should be
viewed as a way to begin reducing pes-
ticide use on golf courses, which use far
more of the chemicals than lawn care
companies or agriculture, she added.

“We found that golf courses used
chemicals with the greatest ability to
leach into ground water,” she said.
“There are ways to use healthier pesti-
cides that are less harmful to ground
water.”

Information for thereport, titled Toxic

Fairways: Risking Groundwater Con-
tamination From Pesticides on Long
Island Golf Courses, was voluntarily
supplied by 52 0f 107 LongIsland courses
contacted. Long Island was chosen be-
cause its porous and permeable soil
makes its ground water particularly vul-
nerable to hazardous substances from
the surface, according to Abrams.
Ground water is the sole source of
drinking water for the area’s 3 million

Continued on page 17

Golfers enjoy the fifth, and newest, municipal course in Rockford, Ill. The course is named
after retired businessman Norris Aldeen, who donated $2 million in land and trees. For more
on the ALdeen course, see page 31.

Oregon extinguishing seed growers’ burns

By Bob Spiwak

Field burning of turfgrass in Oregon
will be a thing of the past by the turn of
the century.

On Aug. 7, on a hill overlooking
Willamette Valley, Gov. Barbara Rob-
erts signed into law a measure that will
gradually decrease the number ofacres
of fields that can be burned.

The bill also increases fees growers
will pay to burn, and provides $500,000
a year from state coffers to finance re-
search into alternatives to setting the
fields afire.

Burning has long been done to re-
move straw and thatch from turf fields,
with an added benefit of limiting dis-
eases. With more than 400,000 acres of
turf seed in cultivation in the valley, the
smoke produced haslong beenasource
of controversy.

Two decades ago, a move was made
to eliminate the fires, but never came to
pass. In 1975, a limit of 250,000 acres
allowed to be burned was established.

The new law decreased field burning
t0 180,000 acres thisyear, down to 40,000
by 1998 and an ultimate ban two years

later.

Propane flaming was restricted to
75,000 acres, with a ban on that method
after 1998 unless federal and state pol-
lution standards are met.

According to Dave Nelson, executive
director of the Oregon Seed Council,
burning with propane producesasmaller
volume of smoke than open burning,
while ridding the fields of crown stubble
and disease.

There is a tradeoff. Whereas a hun-
dred acres can be purged in a half hour

Continved on page 35
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Mobay appeals $4.75M EPA fine

PHILADELPHIA — A
$4.75-million penalty, the
largestever for anew chemi-
cal violation, has been as-
sessed against Mobay Corp.
of Pittsburgh, for violations
of the Toxic Substance Con-
trol Act.

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency issued
administrative complaints
against Mobay and fellow
major chemical company
Allied Colloids, Inc. of Suf-
folk, Va. The Allied Colloids
fine was $2 million.

A Mobay spokesman said
the firm contends that it had
complied with the law, and
plans to appeal.

Penalties against Mobay
and Allied Colloids were de-
termined by applying an en-

Continued on page 36



GCSAA funding ——

Continued from page 1
Association’sresearch
programs.

“GCSAA has been
providing funds for
turfgrass research
grants and student
scholarships for more
than 35 years, but the
demands are growing
and our board has
made development one of its top priorities,”
said GCSAA Executive Director John M.
Schilling.

“Dedicating full-time staff to this effort is
evidence of GCSAA’s commitment to provid-
ing the scientific knowledge and educational
resources the professional superintendents
of the future will need.”

Pat Jones

‘Now we’d like to complement the
USGA’s efforts with some real-time
studies to document that properly
maintained golf courses are
environmentally sound.’
— Pat Jones, GCSAA
Development Director

Jones said the Robert Trent Jones Fund,
the primary funding source for scholarships,
currently containsabout $250,000. Increasing
that to $1 million will allow the GCSAA to
finance its regular turfgrass research schol-
arships (which amount to as much as $30,000
annually), graduate scholarships, Legacy
Awards for GCSAA family members and ad-
ditional scholarships from the interest the
fund will earn.

The GCSAA is also studying new ways to
meet national and regional research needs
that will “complement the outstanding work
the USGA is already sponsoring in the areas
ofturfbreeding and environmental research,”
Schilling said.

One project under consideration would
establish one or more research centers on
new or existing golf courses.

“A GCSAA research center could give us
the opportunity to perform key studies of
practices on actual golf courses and be a
place for education and training as well,”
Schilling said.

Jones said he considered his new post “a
real challenge”and that there are “some
amazing opportunities for GCSAAto become
a leading force in research.”

Theassociation hasworked with the USGA
since 1983, co-funding projects that have led
to new strains of Bermudagrass and
buffalograss.

“The USGA has concentrated on univer-
sity-based research,” Jones said. “We've
looked at the GCSAA as the delivery system
for the benefits of that research.

“Now we'd like to complement the USGA’s
efforts with some real-time studies to docu-
ment that properly maintained golf courses
are environmentally sound. We don’t want to
beredundantor duplicate anyone’sresearch.
We'll stress work on golf courses. How much
we fund will depend on the nature of the
projects.”

Jones said he will contact individuals and
GCSAA members, as well as foundations and
corporations inside and outside the golf in-
dustry in the coming months to help fund the
new program.
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Golf Course Marketplace

ADVERTISING INFO.

2X 6X 12X
Per col. inch:  $45.00 $40.00 $35.00
Add-on per 1/4": $11.25 $10.00 $8.75
Logo incl. in ad: $20.00 $20.00 $20.00

* Minimum 2-time insertion.
* Prepayment is required.

Send prepayment and ad copy to:
Golf Course News
7901 4th St. N., Ste. 311
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
813-576-7077 - Fax 813-579-9788

EMPLOYMENT

HEAD COURSE SUPERINTENDENT
Growing 5 yr. old midwestern, irrigated
private course seeks head course superin-
tendent. Full responsibilities for care &
maintenance. Excellent opportunity for
qualified entry-level candidate to improve
a developing course. Send resume &
salary requirements to:

7901 4th St. N., #311
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
Attn: Box JC-0891

POSITIONS WANTED

POSITION WANTED
Golf Course Architect (designer, project

manager), 10 years experience in all ar-
eas of golf course architecture.

(404) 498-8878

EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

ADVANCE IN THE GREEN INDUSTRY!
Two-year AAS degree in Golf Course Su-
perintending, Irrigation Management,
Landscape Contracting & Landscape
Equipment Repair & Maintenance. Full
accredited, VA approved, excellent facili-
ties & new equipment. Graduate job place-
ment. For information contact: Golf
Course Operations - Landscape Tech-
nology Dept., Western Texas College,
Snyder, TX 79549.

REAL ESTATE

TEXAS GOLF COURSES

9 & 18 holes — Statewide.
Some with extra land, dev. lots.
Descriptive list available.

TEXAS GOLF PROPERTIES
1603 Lightsey — Austin, TX 78704
512/442-7105 - Fax 512/442-1812

DID YOU KNOW?
CB Commercial, formerly Coldwell Banker
Commercial, the nation’s largest commer-
cial real estate brokerage has a GOLF
PROPERTIES MARKETING GROUP that
works ONLY with buyers and sellers of golf
properties. We specialize in golf proper-
ties and do not work in other areas of
commercial real estate. For information
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COMMERCIAL

602/262-5511
602/262-5521

Roger Garrett
Tom Harris

CB COMMERCIAL GROUP
... has golf courses for sale in:
1) Denver, Colorado
2) Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
3) South Bend, Indiana area
4) Northern Georgia
For information call:
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COMMERCIAL
Roger Garrett 602/262-5511
Tom Harris 602/262-5521
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POND LINERS
Buy direct from fabricator 20 & 30 mil.
P.V.C. Made to order. Under 20 cents per
sq. ft. Installation or supervision available.
Call...
COLORADO LINING COMPANY
(303) 841-2022

PENNSYLVANIA GROWN SOD
Penncross Bentgrass — soil free
(Very adaptable to any medium)
Bluegrass/Ryegrass blend shipped via our
trucks, forklift unloaded.
VICNOR FARMS, INC.
Connoquenessing, PA 16027

(800) 842-0461
PUMP STATION
St v LG E S

PUMP STATION REPAIR &
RENOVATIONS
Specializing in repair, updates & modifica-
tions of existing pump stations. Proven
expertise in control technology, design &

service.
Greenscape Pump Services, Inc.
(214) 393-0346

GOLF COURSE
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GOLF TRACTOR, INC.
Golf Course Shaping Expertise
Richard LaConte, Jr.
owner/operator
D5 CAT
Stuart, FL
(407) 283-9437
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WHY HASSLE WITH SEVERAL
VENDORS?

» Scorecards

« Sprinkler Tagging

« Yardage Books

« Fairway Markers

= Laser Measuring

» Tee Signs (wood or granite)

Call BETTER GOLF, INC.
1-800-468-8672

SAVE ON PERSONALIZED FLAGS
Buy factory direct & save 40% or more on
personalized flags. Flagpoles, tee mark-
ers, etc. also available. Fast personalized

service guaranteed. Call toll free.
GOLF COMPANY

P.O. Box 78011

Greensboro, NC 27427
1-800-476-7005

FOUR SEASONS

CUSTOMIZED YARDAGE MARKERS

v Sprinkler head yardage tags to fit all
automatic systems

V' Highest quality bronze markers for
tees, 100, 150 & 200; & cart paths

\  Yardage books — 1 & 4 color

v Laser measure per USGA standards

For more information, references or
samples, contact:

From Tee to Green, Inc.
1707 Brandywine Trail
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845

(800) 932-5223

LASER MEASURING

LASER MEASURING TEE TO GREEN

Custom Granite or Marble
Tee/Fairway/Direction Signs

THE BEAM TEAM

\ (813) 646-3351

LASER MEASURING and
SPRINKLER YARDAGE MARKERS

We do it all. Laser measure & installation
(same day) of custom metal yardage
markers for all types of sprinkler heads.
Warranty included. Also tee to green mea-
surements, granite fairway markers. Sprin-
kler yardage markers may be purchased
separately. Contact Nick for samples &
references. Fairway Designs of Florida,
800-36-TAGIT.
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